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WINTERING 
 
On a recent spiritual renewal event I read the book by Katherine May, “Wintering: 
The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times.” Katherine defines “wintering” in 
the following way:  
 

“Wintering is a season in the cold. It is a fallow period in life when you’re cut off 
from the world, feeling rejected, sidelined, blocked from progress, or cast into the 
role of an outsider. Perhaps it results from illness or a life event such as 
bereavement or the birth of a child; perhaps it comes from humiliation or 
failure…However it arrives, wintering is usually involuntary, lonely, and deeply 
painful.” 
 

Winter is a reality that doesn’t need to be hidden or ignored. It is a season of life 
that has the potential to bring about profound and insightful moments. Katherine 
writes about her personal experiences of wintering and shares a lovely story about 
the “robin.”   
 

It is in the deepest of winter that the robin begins to sing!  
 

“…I always see them as the cheerleaders of the bird family. They have a habit of 
appearing when you’re at a low ebb, as if to encourage you onwards by reminding 
you that there is some magic left in the world. Robins first became associated with 
winter in Victorian times….One traditional story is that the robin got his red breast 
in the manger, where he had come to watch the baby Jesus. He noticed that the 
fire had blazed dangerously high and placed himself between the flames and the 
sleeping infant. His breast was scorched to the deep red that he passed on to his 
descendants…Quite simply, robins seem to be around at a time when other birds 
are not…And they sing through the darkest months.” 
 

Just the other day, I saw a robin and I heard a robin sing. I was reminded that all 
of us have experienced the effects of “wintering” in recent months and days. But I 
was also reminded that Jesus is constantly singing hope to us; Pushing us on; 
Keeping us going. When we see a robin, we know that Spring is just around the 
corner. And so is Easter when we boldly proclaim, “He is risen! He is risen, 
indeed!” Winter is real…but so is God! 
 

During times of wintering, we find the “seed of a will to live” despite the fact that 
winter has blasted our lives wide open. God always offers us the opportunity to 
become new creations. Out of death shall come life!  
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Happy Birthday to each 
of these special people: 
2/2 Matt Hopper,  
        Lee Musson,  
        Rhyanna Richert 
2/3 Taryn Comstock,  
        Derek Pressnall,  
        Rylan Richert 
2/4 Dee Ledy 
2/5 Pam Taylor,  

Steve Westfall 
2/6 Paige Camp 
2/7 Nathan Groene, Bailey Haunschild,  

Ashley Lance 
2/8 Dee Johnson, Tom Pettey, Steele Sarnacki 
2/9 Chance Alquest, Jane Dexter-Clock 
2/11 Dee Morland, Maggie Speegle,  
2/12 Shawn Emerson, Paxon Hutto, Kayden Miller 
2/13 Kaely Harrod 
2/14 Tammy Carrasco, Kimela Woods 
2/15 Helen Holdeman, Matthew Norton,  

Susan Norton 
2/16 Isaac Speegle 
2/17 Steve Rosecrans 
2/18 David Hammer, Abram McPherson,  

Eli Sumpter 
2/19 Julie Thompson 
2/20 Theo Podschun 
2/21 Lynn Biddle, Dennis Clock 
2/22 Teresa McCaslin, Teresa Mugler 
2/23 Tom Bossi, Sharon Frazer, Rick Kerr,  

Willie Tuttle 
2/24 Sandra Hower 
2/27 John Johnson, Jennifer Madrigal, Austin Thiel 
2/28 Carol Craig, Karen Craig 
2/29 Tessa Olney 
 
 
 

 
 

Notes of Thanks for Our Contributions from 
Because We Care Sunday Donations 

 
Dear Friends and Members at FUMC, 
 Thank you so much for your great generosity! 
We extend our sincere gratitude for your support of 
Elevate Cowley County! Your support enables us to 
sustain our mission and make such a difference to 
those that we serve in our community. 
 We will put your donation to good use – thank 
you again! If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me at (620)705-1636 or 
elevatecowleycounty@gmail.com.  
 Thank you for your kindness. Merry 
Christmas! 
 Sincerely,  
  Lindy Merritt, Director 
  Elevate Cowley County 
 
 
Dear First United Methodist Church Methodist 
Members, 
 Thank you for your donation of $210 to the 
Winfield Community Food Pantry. 
 We are able to provide staple foods and 
vouchers to all the families who come to the Pantry 
because of our generous donors. Year to date 
through November we have had 1701 visits, and 
have provided food for 5751 people. Be assured that 
this gift will be uised to continue our mission of 
providing food for those in need in our community. 
We are thankful fo your support that makes this 
program possible. 

Sincerely, 
 Winfield Community Food Pantry 

 
 
 

And a note from TFI: 
First United Methodist Church, 
TFI Family Services would like to thank you for your 
help this year in providing gifts for our children in 
foster care.  
 
 Thank you, 

Marcia Murrell 
(Winfield FUMC provided 50 young people’s 
Christmas gifts this year by volunteering to purchase 
Angel Tree gifts! Thank you, friends!!) 
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If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List please 
give us frequent updates so we can keep current.  Thank you 
for all your prayers on behalf of those in our prayer concerns. 

 

Tuesday’s Table would appreciate donations 
of canned corn and green beans during the 

months of January and February.  
Any size will be of great help.  
Please bring to the church 
during the business hours of  
8-5, Monday through Thursday, 
and 8-noon on Friday.  

Enter the east door (across from 
the Post Office), ring the doorbell 

to the left of the entrance, and someone will meet 
you to get the donations into the kitchen.  

 

Tuesday’s Table served 3,895 meals in 2020!!  
Gracious thanks to all of you who have been a part of 
that outreach of our church. The drive-through, sack 
dinners take a little more preparation time than meals 
that we used to serve in Fellowship Hall, but each of 
the Tuesday Teams have stepped up to the task and 
have made many, many people happy with a special 
meal to not only nourish their bodies,  
but their souls as well. 

 

Cookies & Treats for William Newton 
Hospital 

FUMC has annually 
donated cookies to the 
Snack Bar at William 
Newton Hospital for the 
month of January. This 
year they still look 
forward to our donations, 
however they must be 
commercially prepared, individually wrapped 
donations. In previous years, the request was for 
two or three dozen cookies each day. This year, 
because they need to be commercially prepared & 
individually wrapped treats, they can be cookies, 
candy, or even cheese/peanut butter crackers. Feel 
free to use your imagination. We all have to think 
outside the box these days, and whatever you think 
would be energy-giving for the hospital workers or 
the families that are visiting loved ones in the 
hospital – that will be just fine for your gift. Your 
donation will need to be delivered to the 
Registration Desk at the hospital (just inside the 
front door, to the right) for sale and distribution; you 
may park right in front of the hospital to do this 
delivery. Your gifts are greatly appreciated (even if 
they cannot be homemade this year)! 
Please call the church office to sign up for a day of 
treats: (620)221-2700. 
 

 

The Medical Loan Closet is back up & running! 
Those of you that have been waiting to return items 
and those of you that might need to make use of 
this wonderful mission to our community, please 
call the church office and we will get you in contact 
with the volunteer for the week. 
A special thanks to the wonderful crew who 
continues to give of their time and energy to this 
service to our community. Vicki Hittle was one of 
those, and she will be greatly missed. 

 A Look at Our Loyalty  

 December 13 
 

December 20 December 27 January 3 January 10 

Offering $11,865 $10,842 $32,364 $56,270 $14,065 

Needed Weekly     $11,570 

 

A special thank you to everyone for your gifts that helped us end the year with all bills paid! 

Prayer List 

Winfield First Family 

Melvin Hubbell Merrilee Morse Pat Swope 
Cindi Madrigal  Zena Williams 

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Curstin Jenkins Lynn Mork 
Anita Chartier Jason Jenkins Christin Paladin 
Bill Cropek Piper Leigh Marsha Spangler 
Marc Godfrey Marcia Linder Brantley Taylor 
Darlene Green Vanessa Matare Aaron Toney 
Linda Sawyer Hicks Cam Moore Elsie Grace West 
 Kara Moore  

Grief & Loss  
Family & friends of Vicki Hittle 

Kevin Brown in the death of his mother 
Family & friends of Marshall Detter 

World Concerns 
Those affected by the Coronavirus; military & first responders and 

their families; victims of hurricanes and fires; remote learners, 
educators, parents & administrators, people unemployed. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

January is National  
Blood Donor Month! 

 
Join Harry Hynes Memorial Hospice and Bridges 
Health Care in supporting this important gift of life by 
participating in a Blood Drive near you.  
 
How: Pre-register at https://www.redcross.org/give-
blood.html 
Or download the phone app: 
www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html 
 
If you missed the Blood Drive at our church  
January 7, here are some other options: 
 
Thursday, January 14, 2021- 12:30pm-6:30 pm, 
Harper United Methodist Church,  

East Hwy 160, Harper, KS 67058 
 

Friday, January 15, 2021 – 12:30pm-5:30pm – 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 201 E Harvey Ave., 

Wellington, KS 67152 
 

Thursday, January 28, 2021 – 10am-3pm – Cowley 
County Community College, 225 S 2nd  
 Street, Arkansas City, KS 67005 
 
David Benavides M. Div 
HHMH and Bridges Health Care Community Liaison    
David.benavides@hynesmemorial.org 
316.218.3715 
 

 

 

Amazon Smile Donations 
Seems like there are more and more Amazon boxes 
arriving on people’s front porches these days. 
Grocery items, household needs, construction 
supplies, toys to occupy the children while mom and 
dad are working from home…. The list is endless of 
how mail-delivery options have been able to be a 
help during the pandemic.  
 
One of our members called to make sure that we let 
our readers know about the donations that Amazon 
Smile will make on behalf of Winfield First United 
Methodist Church. If you already order from Amazon, 
the set-up for an account is something you will be 
able to do without much effort, and it can mean a 
difference to the Helping Hands funds of our church. 
The step-by-step procedure is below. After the 
program is set up, 0.5% of your purchases of 
selected items goes to Nancy so she can add that to 
the Helping Hands funds, and this is at NO COST TO 
YOU. It is a feature that Amazon’s company has 
made a commitment to – to honor the request of their 
customers to give to a charity of THEIR choice. So 
this choice is yours. And thank you in advance if you 
decide to give a little extra. Everything is appreciated. 
 

 Go to smile.amazon.com. 

 Set up your account with a password. 

 When heading shows: “Hello, (your name)”, 
drop down to “Your Accounts” box at the 
bottom of the page. 

 Open “Other Programs” box, select the first 
listed option of “Change your Amazon Smile 
Charity.”  

 List “Winfield First United Methodist Church 
Methodist Church as your charity. Page will 
show “First United Methodist Church, 
Winfield, KS”. Press SELECT. 

 Start shopping!! 0.5% of the price of your 
products (on selected items) will go to our 
church, at NO cost to you!  

 NOTE: ++Each time you want the charitable 
donation policy to be activated, you must log 
into smile.amazon.com to shop. ++ 

 THANK YOU!! (A total of about $339 has 
been donated by some thoughtful members, 
and it is greatly appreciated!) 

  

Monday, January 18, the 
church offices will be closed 
in honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
https://www.redcross.org/give-blood.html
http://www.redcrossblood.org/blood-donor-app.html
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Happy New Year! 
We hope you were able to catch some 
much needed rest over the break and 

are ready for making some  
exciting memories in 2021. 

 
 

Middle School Youth 
Middle school youth group will continue  

to meet on Wednesdays 

during January in Fellowship Hall 

from 6:30-7:30 pm.  

We are beginning a study on 

the image of God.  

We will even be visited by a bobble head 

Jesus.  

See you then! 

 

 

High School Youth 
High School youth group will meet  

on Sunday nights from 7-8 pm  

in Fellowship Hall.  

We will be studying  

the image of God  

for the next 6 weeks. 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone who 

made the Christmas 

party for youth 

families a success. A 

special thanks to Kelle 

Thompson for making 

a roaster of Chicken 

Noodle soup and Karen 

Podschun for the roaster of Beef stew. It was 

nice to deliver some of that to folks in our 

community.  

Youth 
News 

We’re BACK!! We will be meeting in 
person for our Children’s 
programming. Kids’ Club/Tweens 
continue to use the courtyard for 
entering the building. We will 
continue to meet in small groups in 
the upstairs classrooms, masks must 
be worn by children & volunteers. 
As a reminder do not come to 
KC/Tweens if you are feeling sick, if 
you are showing symptoms of 
COVID, or if someone in your house 
is in quarantine or sick with COVID.  
We are so happy to be back!  
 

We are always teaching our kids that 
we need to love God and love one 
another, but often times neglect to give 
them tangible ways to do so. In this 
series, we are going to examine a few of 
Jesus’ teachings in depth and discover 
practical ways we can demonstrate our 
love for God, family, friends, and 
enemies, too! Our hope is that by the 
end of this series, every kid will be able 
to say, because God loves everyone, I 
can show God’s love by being kind, I can 
show God’s love even when it’s 
hard, and that ultimately, love is the 
best choice! 
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ONLINE WORSHIP 
We now have a YouTube video of the Sunday 

morning worship service that will be 
ready for viewing as soon as it is 

uploaded following worship. We 
hope this is especially helpful 
for those who aren’t on 
FaceBook and can’t see the 
FaceBook Live worship. You 
can simply go to our website, 
www.winfieldfumc.org, and 

there is a slide on the homepage banner for 
YouTube. When you click on that banner it will 
take you directly to our YouTube channel. From 
there you can see any of our worship services 
and any other YouTube videos that our church 
has been doing. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call the church office.   

________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cowley County Foster Kids' Angel Tree 
We thank all who 
contributed to the foster 
children’s Angel Tree 
happy Christmas gifts 
this year! A total of 50 
children were presented 

with some beautiful gifts 
from our generous 
members and friends that 

represent our church. These 
children were given special gifts that they 
otherwise would not have had this Christmas 
season. We all know how exciting it is to unwrap 
a package, knowing that someone else cares for 
us and wants to show it. These children have 
been blessed in ways that we may never know. 
Even the delivery of your generous gift by their 
social worker just may have been the revelation 
to these young people of what a beautiful 
Season of Hope we celebrate as we remember 
the birth of our Savior! 
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