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REVISITING GREEN CHURCH 
 

As we prepare to celebrate God’s gift of Creation this week, I am strangely 
drawn back to Rebekah Simon-Peter’s book, Green Church.  It was Rebekah 
that reminded me (us) that paying attention to the health of the planet is 
deeply grounded in the Bible: “While the Bible has some 490 references 
about heaven and 530 about love, it contains over 1000 references to the 
earth.”   
 
Genesis is breathtaking in its scope as it portrays a God who delights in 
creating a “diverse profusion of life.”  Even humans come from the humus 
(soil). 
 
All creation, Rebekah writes, is designed to reflect God’s glory and offer 
praise to the Creator.  Jesus used plenty of examples to talk about God.  He 
told worried disciples to “look at the birds of the air” and to “consider the 
lilies of the field.”  Faith was bolstered as God’s care for all creation was 
recognized.  Although we do not worship nature, I think most of us would 
concede that God’s earth is sacred. 
 
The continuing challenge for the people of the earth is to take seriously our 
responsibility to be good stewards and caregivers of the creation.  God 
called it good and so let’s keep it good.  But what would God say now?  How 
would we rate the health of creation today?  Well…it is clear that we have left 
a giant footprint on our mother earth.  So…what, if anything, can we do to 
keep from destroying our home? 
 
Rebekah suggests that we turn back to God and repent of our disordering 
and disruption and de-creating of all that God has created.  Whatever steps 
we take…we are going to need God’s help.  God will grant us courage and 
guidance.  In the book, Rebekah presents six areas of impact in which we 
can reassert our intention to be responsible caregivers of the good creation: 
repent, reclaim, reduce, reuse, recycle, and rejoice.  I encourage you to give 
this book a look or, in my case, a second look.  I am thankful for the vision 
she holds for a renewed creation: “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness 
thereof.” 
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Congratulations! 
Ryan Pugmire and Lexy Spiliters were married in 
California on July 2, 2019. We wish them every 
happiness! 

 

Summer Salad Luncheons  
The Summer Salad Luncheons are 
July 29 and August 26 (the last 
Mondays of each month.) The 
lunches begin at 11:30 and last until 
the salads are gone. This year they 
benefit the Mission and Ministries 

Fund. Please sign up if you can donate a salad and 
plan to join us for these wonderful meals. Julie Rice 
is our coordinator again this summer – talk to her if 
you’d be willing to help.  

 

Lawn Mowers Needed 
Please call the church office if 
you can help mow the church 
lawn this summer. There is 
also a sign-up sheet on the 
first floor across from the 
elevator. The church has all the necessary 
equipment and Randy will be glad to show you the 
ropes. 

 

Dillons Cards 
Each year we receive several 
thousand dollars from the Dillons 
Rewards Card Program! That money 
goes to the Winfield Community 
Helping Hands program to assist 

people with emergency needs for utilities, housing, 
medicine, transportation, etc. 
     If you have never signed up, it is not too late! 
Enrolling and selecting FUMC to receive the Dillons 
Rewards is easy. Go to 
www.dillons.com/communityrewards and sign in to your 
online account, or create a new account if you don’t 
already have one. Scroll down to the bottom of the page 
to Community Rewards. Click on Enroll Now. Find and 
select First United Methodist Church, Winfield, or put in 
our Organization Number, NR885. Call or come in to 
the church office if you need any help. Thank you for 
supporting Helping Hands in this easy and effective 
way!  

 

 Horizon Sunday 
On Sunday, Aug. 18, we 

plan to have Sunday 
Night Worship at 
Camp Horizon. 

Everyone is invited to come for the afternoon and 
swim and hike. Then we’ll have dinner and worship 
together. Watch for more details coming soon! 

 

Summer Sunday Nights 
This summer our 
Sunday Night Worship 
has a new format. 
Every three weeks we 
will focus on a specific 
topic in Scripture and then go out and 
serve in that area. This Sunday, July 14, we will meet 
at Island Park to SERVE in caring for God's creation 
by cleaning the park and sharing a meal.  Please join 
us at Island Park at 5:30 pm on Sunday! 

 

Thank you 
      Thank you to all of you who offered your prayers 
and support as I recovered from my broken foot. The 
cast is now off and I hope to begin the process of 
getting my life back to a form of normal. The cards 
and prayer shawl were greatly appreciated and were 
a pick-me-up through this process. 

  Julie St. Peter 
 

To My Church Family, 
     Words can’t express how much all the prayers, 
calls, cards, visits, flowers and food have been 
appreciated. 
     I hope to return to active attendance soon. 
   God Bless All, 
   Edna White 

 

Dear Teachers @ FUMC, 
     Thank you for my campership to help pay for my 
summer camp. I can’t wait to go next week! 
   Thank you! 
   Asher 
 

Dear Friends at First United Methodist Church, 
     We can’t even tell you how much we appreciate 
your help and support with Asher’s campership. He is 
really excited to go! This will be his very first camp 
experience and we’ve heard so many great things.  
     Again, thank you so much for this blessing! 
   Love,  
   The Merritt Family 
   (Jeremy, Lindy, Asher & Oliver) 

 

Extending Thanks to . . .  
Bill & Debbie Bridges and 
Julie & Dennis Rice for 
delivering commodities in 
June.  
 

Ron Godsey, Bill Bridges, Gary Brewer, Clyde 
Vasey and Randy Vanderpool for mowing the 
church yard. 
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We Have A Mobile App! 
First United Methodist Church has 
a mobile app that can be 
downloaded to your phone! This is 
an exciting new way to submit 
prayer requests, listen to previous 
sermons, register for events like VBS, or make a 
one-time or recurring gift from wherever you are, 
through the Giving module. To download our app, go 
to the church website, www.winfieldfumc.org and 
click on the banner for the app.  

 

Reminders from Church 
If you would like to receive reminders from church by 
text message, please call or email us with your cell 
phone provider. Otherwise, you will continue to get 
reminders by email or post card. 

 

Meal Train Care Ministry 
Do you enjoy blessing others during times of 
need?  Do you enjoy cooking? If so, sign up for Meal 
Train! A Meal Train is the coordinated giving of meals 
around significant life events such as births, 
illnesses, or surgery.  Help with meals makes life a 
little easier and allows friends, family and 
congregation members to assist during a time of 
need.  If you are interested in providing meals, 
contact Mandie Speegle (mandie@winfieldfumc.org) 
to be added to the Meal Train network.  When a 
person in need is identified, you will receive an email 
or phone call.  If you are available to help with a meal 
you will choose a date and plan the meal to 
provide.  You can set up an account and find more 
information at www.mealtrain.com.  Make sure you 
notify Mandie if you set up an account. You can also 
sign up at church, if you prefer.  

 

 

Holy Land Pilgrimage October 28 
A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey to a special 

place, and ours includes a boat ride on the Sea of 
Galilee and a visit to Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth.  
It continues at the traditional site of Jesus’ birth in 
Bethlehem.  Stand in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
where Jesus prayed on the night before his 
crucifixion.  Walk the Via Dolorosa where Jesus 
struggled to carry his cross.  Offer your prayers at 
Golgotha, where Jesus died, was buried, and rose on 
the third day.  At every stop, deepen your spiritual life 
with moving devotions.  You will return having 
experienced with all your senses places that are holy 
to Jews, Christians, and Muslims. This trip will 
expand your knowledge, deepen your faith, and lift 
your spirit. 

The cost of the trip includes international airfare, 
all travel in Israel, hotels, and delicious breakfast and 
dinner buffets each day.  Contact Rev. Kent Melcher 
if you would like to know more.  

 
 

  

A Look at Our Loyalty 

 

 

 
June 9  June 16 June 23 June 30 

 

July 7 

8:30 Worship   59 48 54   64 none 

10:45 Worship 149 126   119 120 10 am=200 

Evening Worship   21 33  22     32     35 

Total Worship 229 207 195 219 235 

Sunday School 90 74 69   69 none 

Offering $11,847 $32,285 $4,039 $10,699    $9,846 

Needed Weekly       $12,050 

Needed as of June 30     $313,288 

Received as of June 30     $294,157 

http://www.winfieldfumc.org/
mailto:mandie@winfieldfumc.org
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If you have given us a name to put on the Prayer List please give 
us frequent updates so we can keep current.  Thank you for all 
your prayers on behalf of those on our prayer concerns. 

 

Prayer Chain 
If you have concerns or joys for which you desire 
prayer, please email Carolyn Eastman, 
jce1936@gmail.com or the church, 
office@winfieldfumc.org. 

 
Church Ladies 

The “Church Ladies” group meets 
the second Saturday of each month 
at 9:00 am at College Hill Coffee. 
Each month we share a devotion, 
discussion & prayers. All women 
are invited to join this fun and 
informal group. The next meeting is 
this Saturday, July 13. Speak with 
Pastor Beth for more information. 

 
 

Blood Pressure Checks Suspended  
Due to a low number of people 
utilizing the monthly Blood 
Pressure Checks, we have 
decided to stop offering them this 
summer. If you are interested in 
having this service resume in the 
fall, please speak with Pastor 
Beth or Health Team chairperson 
Marsha Donals. 
 
 

 
 

Happy Birthday 
to all who are celebrating 
birthdays in August! The 
birthdays of the members 
and friends for whom we 
have records are listed 

below. If you have additions please call the office so we 
can update our records. Send a card, make a phone 
call, or do a little something to help recognize these 
birthdays when you can. 
 

8/1 Lyla Pond 
8/2 Jean Rozell 
8/3 Mark Hutto, Anabell Mugler, George Storey 
8/4 Marsha Donals, Diane McKinney,  

John Moberly 
8/5 David Kaufman, Ruth Martin, Angela Shear, 
 Leah Somerville 
8/6 Ella Kohpay, Katie Morrison 
8/7 Leah Hartman, Adaira Hutto, Jake Kaufman, 
 David Madrigal, Asha Rozell 
8/8 David Bertholf 
8/9 Gerry Carter 
8/10 Bill Felts, Sander Flower, Skylar Flower, 
 Emily Horton, Olivia Lybarger, Dan Pipes, 
 Trent Stewart, Mary Wyatt 
8/11 Steve Harding 
8/12 Della Saar, Dawn See 
8/13 Amber Bryant, Jane Pipes, Loren Pontious, 
 Greyson Price 
8/14 Aaron Butler, Dru Podschun 
8/15 John Kaufman 
8/16 Jean Bloyer, Elly Glasgow, Paige Richardson 
8/18 Ruth Gordon, Lee Kaufman, Cheryl Kennedy 
8/19 Mikayley Clock, Chris Lance, Karson 

McCaslin, Gabriel Rankin, Jaden Wood 
8/20 Jennifer Everett, Katie Johnson 
8/21 Taylor Duncan, Debbie Fry, Stuart Hoag, 
 Joel Johnson 
8/23 Haley Bradberry, Krys Clift, Craig Liermann, 

Kim Reynolds, Pat Swope 
8/24 Thad Gordon, Arika Rozell 
8/25 Katy Annuschat, Emercyn McGinnis 
8/26 Chastity Abernathy, Nancy Muret 
8/27 Betty Ross 
8/28 Jeff Morrison, Brad Young 
8/29 Merrilee Morse, Greg Thompson 
8/31 Julia Berk, Glen Bloyer, Brooks Mugler, 
 Madeline Norland, Leann Tipps 
 

Prayer List    
Winfield First Family 

Bob Carter Darrell Morse Eleanor Richardson 
Pat Davis Oscar Peterson-Veatch Larry Schuster 
Cindi Madrigal Everett Newman Pat Wells 
 Youth 2019 participants  

Extended Family and Friends 

Valerie Aladieff Carlos & Amy Garates Gregg Little 
Gary Courtney Mark Godsey Jim McPherson 
Ann Durbin Jasmine Graves-Vaught Carla Mohlstrom 
Kim Estabrook Buddy Hendrix Brantley Taylor 
Peggy Everett Curstin Jenkins Aaron Toney 
Marc Godfrey Jason Jenkins Mary Wilson 

Grief & Loss 
Carla Courtland in the death of her step-father 

World Concerns 
Military & first responders and their families,  

humanitarian crisis at the border, 
people affected by natural disasters worldwide, 
Kristen Nelson as she serves in mission work. 
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Youth 2019 
We have 39 youth and 
adults going to Youth 
2019 July 7-14. Please 
keep them in your 

prayers as we experience what God has for us at 
this great event in KC for over 3000 youth. Thank 
you for your support all year long as we prepared 
to attend this event.  

 
Middle School Youth 

Middle School youth are meeting on Sunday 
nights this summer following our Sunday night 
worship service. There is worship at 5:30 and 
supper at 6:30 followed by youth group at 7 pm. 
Some weeks we will go off site for our activity and 
most of those are noted on the calendar.  
 

High School Youth 
High School youth are meeting on Wednesday 
nights this summer, generally at 7 pm, but the time 
depends on the activity; youth and parents will be 
notified of location and times in advance.  

 

 
A big thanks goes out to all the car owners that 

brought a car to the Car Show. It was a great day 
of looking at some cool cars and supporting our 
youth. We raised $1400 for our trip to Youth 2019. 
The car in the photo was the people’s choice this 
year.  
 

Youth Week 
Youth Week is August 6-11 this summer. There 
will be a number of special events for Middle and 
High school youth during the week. It will begin 
with a special night for the new 6th graders on  
Aug. 6 and include ice skating, All Star Sports and 
a cool scavenger hunt.  

Summer Sunday 

School 
This summer, pre-K 

through—5th grade 

will combine for one-

room Sunday School 

in Room 205. 

Donations are Needed! 
We’re looking for several 

donations of items for VBS 

this summer (July 15-19).  

 70 empty/clean 

frosting containers 

 Cash donations 

Talk with Jessica if you 

would like to help out! 

VBS Registration is still open! 

Rising K-5th grade voyagers, join 

us as as we travel through space 

to explore God’s power! You can 

register now on the church app 

or online at 
http://winfieldfumc.org/children/vbs  

http://winfieldfumc.org/children/vbs
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Hymn Sing Sunday 
On Sunday, July 28, we will have 
an Old Fashioned Hymn Sing. 
Pastor Beth is putting together the 
service, so please email her: 
beth@winfieldfumc.org or call 221-
2700 to let us know what hymns 
you’d like to have included that 
day. We will sing as many of them 
as possible! Join us for worship at 
8:30 or 10:45 am on July 28.  

 
 

Helping Hands Fund 
The Helping Hands 
emergency assistance fund 
is currently very low. Last 
year we helped 544 families 
with utilities, rent, medicine, 
and other needs. If you 
would like to help, please 
make your check to FUMC 
and mark Helping Hands in 
the memo line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
July 15-19 VBS 
July 21  All-church Pool Party 
July 28  Hymn Sing Sunday 
July 29  Summer Salad Luncheon 

 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Winfield KS 

Permit No. 185 

mailto:beth@winfieldfumc.org

