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A LESSON FROM GRANDMA 

 
I really enjoyed reading an article by Sarah Wilke, past editor of The Upper 
Room Daily Devotional Guide.  Sarah is the daughter of Bishop Dick and 
Julia Wilke.  The title of the article was, “A Lesson from Grandma.”  Grandma 
is Julia Wilke…and Sarah’s article is reprinted below - by her permission. 
 

Key Verse: (Philippians 4:8 NRSV)- Beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever 
is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 
 

“My mother is the epitome of love and kindness.  She is also a woman who 
isn’t complacent when it comes to issues of faith.  So when her 21-year-old-
grandson - my nephew - came to visit her one summer, she put him on the 
spot.  “Matthew,” she said, “what gets your mind gets you.”  No explanation.  
Just a wry chuckle and a change of subject.  She wanted him to think.   At 
first, he wondered if it was a riddle, but then he began to reflect on what had 
been entering his mind, sometimes without his invitation - the negative 
messages in music, in movies, on TV; the conversations he’d been a part of 
that deteriorated into gossip or innuendo. 
 

The next day, when my mother repeated her maxim to Matthew, he put her on 
the spot.  “Well, Grandma, what gets your mind?”  Without a word, she 
walked to a kitchen cabinet and took out a favorite mug that she often 
chooses for her morning coffee.  Inscribed on it is the verse from Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians that calls us to fill our minds with what is true, just, 
honorable, and pure. 
 

This was Matthew’s real epiphany.  His grandmother wasn’t just telling him 
to turn away from the negative influences in the world but to fill his mind 
with what was positive and beautiful.  Ever since, he’s told our family, he’s 
been able to experience more joy and optimism in his life.  My mother’s 
gentle prodding was a lesson for a lifetime for a young man who is now 
working to answer his call to the ministry.  Those words are for the rest of 
us, as well: What gets our minds?” 
(reprinted from the July/August, 2015, Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide) 
 

Matthew is now a pastor and celebrated his wedding last Saturday. Julia 
went home to glory a few years ago. I am still instructed by her words which 
have application in all areas of life: What gets your mind gets you.  I pray that 
Philippians 4:8 gets my mind. Thanks Julia…and Sarah…  
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Decorating for Advent 
Join us on Wednesday, Nov. 28, at 5:30 pm to 
decorate the Sanctuary for Christmas! All ages and 
abilities are needed. It usually takes about an hour 
or a little longer, so join us when you can.  
 

 
 
 

Foster Families Needed 
Cowley County Youth Services is looking for 20 
families from churches in Cowley County to provide 
protective housing for children who have been 
taken from their parents due to abuse or neglect. 
This would be on a short term basis (48-72 hours). 
Protective housing would come into play while 
foster families are being arranged. If you think you 
might be the answer to this urgent need, please 
contact Melody Pappan, 222-8035. 

 
 
 
 

              

Poinsettias 
     Every year our Sanctuary is 
decorated for Christmas with 
beautiful poinsettias. If you 
would like to make a donation 
to the poinsettia fund in honor 
or in memory of a loved one, 

please fill out the coupon below and return it to the 
church office by Monday, Nov. 26.  The suggested 
donation for each poinsettia is $10. 
 

 
 

Enclosed is $______ to purchase a Christmas 
poinsettia(s) 
 

Given by _________________________________ 
 

[  ]  In Memory of ___________________________ 

 
[  ]  In Honor of _____________________________ 

 

 
 
 

Bell Ringers 
Needed 

Mark Olney is the Red 
Kettle Coordinator for 
the Salvation Army 
and is scheduling bell 
ringers from Nov 24th 
until Dec 24th (except 
on Sundays) at the 

entrances of Wal-Mart and Dillon’s.  Please 
consider if you, your small group or Sunday School 
class would like to help. Our church has chosen 
Friday, Dec. 7 to cover this year. One-hour shifts 
are available in three locations between 10am and 
7 pm.  
The majority of the money raised stays locally to 
help those in need. For information on how you can 
support or volunteer for the Red Kettle Drive email, 
call or text Mark at:  markaolney@gmail.com, 620-
222-5988 or call the church office, 221-2700. 

 
 

 
 
 

An Old Fashioned Christmas Worship 
Our Annual Old Fashioned Christmas Worship will 
be at the Barns @ Timber Creek on Sunday,  
Dec. 16, at 4:30 pm. There will be caroling, a soup 
supper, worship, carriage rides, family Christmas 
photos and children’s activities. This is a fundraiser 
for our youth trip to Youth 2019. Join us for a fun 
afternoon of music, worship and fellowship! 

 
 

Diaper Drive  
The Anna Ruth Circle of 
United Methodist Women is 
organizing a Diaper Drive for 
the month of November. If you 
would like to help, please 
bring any size and brand of 

diapers to the church foyer anytime this month. The 
diapers will then be distributed to families in need. 
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Correction of Special Baptisms 

Apologies for the 
misprint of last Tower’s 
announcement. Jake 
Jewers is the son of Carl 
& Dana Jewers who was 
baptized on Sunday, 
Sept. 30. It is an honor to 
recognize this special 
sacrament. 

 
Commission on The Way Forward 

The proposed legislation for resolving 
the denomination's differences over 
human sexuality and the ordination of 
LGBTQ people, as well as the full 
report of the Commission on a Way 

Forward, are part of the United Methodist Judicial 
Council's October docket. The legislation will go to 
the special 2019 General Conference in February. 
Read more about the three plans by clicking this 
link: https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-docket-
details-proposed-plans-for-umc   If you would like to 
see the video shown at Annual Conference, go to 
www.greatplainsumc.org click on Media/Videos, 
and scroll down to: “AC2018Commission on a Way 
Forward.”  

 

Sunday Night Worship 
Sunday Night Worship 
continues each week in 
Fellowship Hall. We gather at 
5:30 pm for a meal, with 
worship at 6:00 pm. 
Childcare is available, if 
desired, for children age 5 
and under and dress is 
casual. Everyone is welcome! 

 

 

 
Reminders from Church 

If you would like to receive reminders from church 
(for ushers, greeters, worship leaders, acolytes, 
etc.) by text message, please call or email us with 
your cell phone number and the cell phone 
provider. Otherwise, you will continue to get 
reminders by email or post card. 

 
 

Giving Tuesday 
You know about Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday. Join us in 
the worldwide effort to honor 
generosity and meaning-full 
giving on Giving Tuesday, 
Nov. 27. Your gift to the 
church will support missions 
and ministries in our 
community and around the 
world. You can give a gift to 
the general budget, or 
designate it to a specific 
ministry such as the Winfield 
Community Helping Hands  
or others. 

 
Guest Books Available 

The church was recently given several guest books 
for weddings, anniversary celebrations, etc. If you 
are looking for a guest book, give us a call! 

 
Plastic Containers Needed 

If you have empty plastic containers (cottage 
cheese, sour cream whipped topping, etc.) that you 
don’t need, we would love to have them at the 
church for sending home food from Tuesday’s 
Table. Just bring them to the church kitchen at 
your convenience. 

 
 

  

A Look at Our Loyalty 

 
 

 October 21 October 28 November 4 

8:30 Worship             64  59  81 

10:45 Worship           147 154 171 

Evening Worship          45   46     63 

Total Worship        256 259 315 

Sunday School        107 118 135 

Offering   $9,026   $10,063 $18,084 

Needed Weekly    $13,060 

Needed as of 10/31:                                                                                                 $565,958 

Received as of 10/31:                                                                                               $468,892 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-docket-details-proposed-plans-for-umc
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-docket-details-proposed-plans-for-umc
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If you have concerns or joys for which you desire 
prayer, please email Carolyn Eastman, 
jce1936@gmail.com or the church, 
office@winfieldfumc.org. 

 

Prayer Shawls   
Our faithful Prayer Shawl 
group continues to meet the 
second Tuesday of each 
month at 10 am in Room 201 
to make prayer shawls for 
those we know of in special 

need of prayer. New members are always welcome! 
If you know of someone who might benefit from a  
prayer shawl, please contact the church office, or 
speak with coordinator Jan Flick. 

 

Dillons Cards 
In 2017, First United Methodist Church in Winfield 
received $3195 from the Dillons Rewards Card 
Program! That money goes to the Winfield 
Community Helping Hands program to assist 
people with emergency needs for utilities, housing, 
medicine, transportation, etc. If you have never 
signed up, it is not too late! Enrolling and selecting 
FUMC to receive the Dillons Rewards is easy. Go to 
www.dillons.com/communityrewards and sign in to 
your online account, or create a new account if you 
don’t already have one. Scroll down to the bottom of 
the page to Community Rewards. Click on Enroll 
Now. Find and select First United Methodist 
Church, Winfield, or put in our Organization 
Number, NR885. Call or come in to the church 
office if you need any help. Thank you for 
supporting Helping Hands in this easy and effective 
way!  

Celebrate Meg! 
Our wonderful Children’s Director, Meg Calvin, is 
leaving us to take another position to which she has 
been called. So, it’s time to celebrate Meg and her 
amazing years of ministry with our congregation. 
We are planning two times of celebration: 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 5:30 pm and Sunday,  
Dec. 16, at noon. We invite you to bring cards for 
Meg (or send them to the church office if you can’t 
join us for either of those dates.) Let’s give thanks 
to God for Meg and her wonderful ministry! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Christian Friends at FUMC, 
Thank you so much for your continued generous 
support of Camp Horizon. Your commitment to 
Camp Horizon is amazing and your donations 
help keep the camp going and growing for the 
Lord. We are very excited that construction on 
the new pool will start very SOON! Thank you for 
your part in helping make that possible. 
  God’s Love & Blessings, 
  The Camp Horizon Staff 

 

Extending Thanks to . . . 
Thank you to Ron Godsey for his generous 
donation (and transportation!) of a beautiful side by 
side refrigerator for the church kitchen! 

 

Bill & Debbie Bridges, Dennis & Julie Rice and 
Randy Vanderpool for helping with commodities 
in October.   

 

 
Victoria Lybarger and Mandie Speegle for painting 
the nursery! It looks awesome!  

Prayer List    
Winfield First Family 

Betty Bradley Everett Newman Gordon Tasker 
Pat Davis Oscar Peterson-Veatch Edna White 
Maria Kerr George Storey 

Donna Storey 
Lindsay Wilke 

Extended Family and Friends 
Valerie Aladieff Buddy Hendrix Kelley Murphy 
Kenna Biddle Jess Hollingsworth Mike Niederee 
Matt Burroughs Harley Hoyt Brenda Richard 
Gary Butler Curstin Jenkins James Ross 
Gary Courtney Jason Jenkins Betsy Rush 
Mark Davis Terry Johnson Brantley Taylor 
Dorothy Donley Ashley Law Roxann Taylor 
Peggy Everett Carla Mohlstrom Aaron Toney 
Ari Gerber Michael Richardson Rob Totino 
Jill Halcomb Julie Harris Harden Tamara Watson 

Grief and Loss 
Family and friends of Ron Andreas 
Family and friends of Shatzi Ukena 

 World Concerns 

Military & first responders and their families,  
peace for all nations. 

mailto:jce1936@gmail.com
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MS & HS Youth Group  
The youth are going to a Wichita Thunder Hockey 
game on Friday, Nov. 9 at 5:00 pm. The cost is $15 
plus money for supper. Call Bill immediately if you 
are interested and not signed up.  

 

 
Annual Christmas Progressive Dinner 

Plans are being made for our annual Christmas 
Progressive Dinner on Sunday, Dec. 9, at 5 pm. 
Please let me know if you would like to host the 
middle or high school youth for this special night of 
food, fellowship and worship.  

 

Youth Decorating Party 
Our Barns @ Timber Creek 
decorating party is Sunday, Nov. 
25, at 3:30. All youth going to 
Youth 2019 are encouraged to 
help to raise money for our trip. 

 
 

Old Fashioned Christmas Worship  
The Old Fashioned Christmas 
Worship will be Sunday, Dec. 16, 
at the Barns @ Timber Creek. 
Each youth wanting to raise 
money should be there at 2 pm 
and bring a crock pot of soup and 
Christmas dessert. It will be over 
about 7 pm.  
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Mark Your Calendar 
Nov. 21-23   Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
Nov. 28        Decorate for Christmas 
Dec. 2          1st Sunday in Advent 
Dec. 16        Children Sing in 10:45 Worship 
Dec. 16        Christmas Concert at Barns @  
         Timber Creek 
Dec. 23        Sanctuary Choir Special Music 
Dec. 24        Christmas Eve Services 
Dec. 30        Combined 10 am Worship Service 

 

Christmas for Cowley County  
Kids in Foster Care 

 

We will have an Angel Tree in the church foyer to 
provide gifts for children in foster care here in Cowley 
County. For many kids in foster care there is a fear 
that Santa will be unable to find them in their new 
home, or the financial burden can be especially rough 
on foster parents during an already stressful 
time.  This is where the church can be of help!  Tags 
with children's names, needs, and wishes will be hung 
on a tree beginning November 18th.  Please have all 
gifts returned to the church office by December 10. 

 

Calling All Technology-Savvy Volunteers!! 
 

We are in the process of training 
additional persons to operate our 
media, video and sound. If you are 

interested, please contact Bill Podschun.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Neighboring Tip 
When it comes to social media, we often see 
polarizing opinions about its effect on personal 
interaction. It has a great ability to connect people 
from varying locations, cultures, and walks of life. It’s 
also an incredibly convenient way to spread 
information. On the other, it can replace valuable, 
face-to-face interaction. So what’s the best way to use 
social media to be a better neighbor? Take advantage 
of social media’s positive aspects, but be aware of its 
downsides. Joining your neighborhood’s Facebook 
page is a great way to get connected with your 
neighbors and communicate efficiently. Whether 
you’re looking for a babysitter, borrowing a lawn 
mower, or planning a block party, social media is a 
great way to get the word out. 
Happy neighboring! 
 

Church Ladies  
The “Church Ladies” group meets the second 
Saturday of each month at 9:00 am at College Hill 
Coffee. Each month we share a devotion, discussion 
& prayers. The next meeting is this Saturday, Nov. 10. 
Speak with JoAnn Parsons or Pastor Beth for more 
info. 
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