Words Matter
Understanding biblical language


Words are important. They shape and form the way we view the biblical narrative, which then extends into how we view God and ourselves. The difficulty with understanding biblical language is that it was written in a different time and in a different language(s). Therefore, we often have to check the way we understand these concepts to ensure we comprehend what the biblical writers intended to communicate.

In this series, we will take different words and study what they truly meant to the biblical writers and the biblical audience. In understanding these things, we will get a clearer picture of who God is, who we are, and the story we’re meant to live out.


Week 2

Church


In the Greek (the original language of the New Testament):
· ekklesia
· An assembled group
· A collection of people united for a purpose


This was not an idea that was specific to Christians or Jews. In fact, this word was used in Acts 19:32 when a group of pagan rioters assembled together to complain about the local Christians in their community. 

However, as the New Testament writings continue into the 1st Century, the idea of the church (ekklesia) of Jesus became paramount to their understanding of who they were as a people. It became important language for how they saw themselves and operated as a group.

This word was used in two primary ways:
· To speak of a local assembly/church
· 1 Corinthians 1:2; 1 Corinthians 16:1; 2 Corinthians 8:1; Galatians 1:22; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; etc.
· To speak of the global assembly/church
· Acts 20:28; 1 Corinthians 7:17; Galatians 1:13; Ephesians 3:10; Colossians 1:18; etc.


If “church” means a group of people, this carries a few implications that we need to be aware of...

· Church (ekklesia) does not mean a building.
· While the church can certainly meet and worship in a building, this is not the idea behind this ancient word.
· Church does not mean a service (i.e. worship service).
· While the church can certainly meet to worship within a service format, this idea isn’t held within the ancient concept.

If this is what “church” doesn’t mean, let’s discuss what it does mean.

For that, there are two concepts that the Apostle Paul brings to light that give us deep and sacred information on who the church is called to be.


1. The House of God


1 Timothy 3:14-15
14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and [a]ground of the truth.


When we hear the phrase, “house of God”, we might be tempted to think this is talking about a building or physical structure. I mean, this is what we mean in our day when we use the word house. It’s a physical place where we live and dwell.

However, in the ancient world, they would’ve known that Paul is talking about something else. He is speaking of the ekklesia with temple language, which is significant.

A temple in the ancient world meant the place where deity or divinity dwelt or abided.
· In the Hebrew sense, it meant the place where Yahweh resided. This is the place where heaven and earth came together.

Due to our modern perspectives, we miss how big of a theme this is throughout Scripture.

· On page 1 of the Bible, the story opens with a picture of a temple.
· The author is showing the audience that creation is meant to be the dwelling place of God... heaven and earth fully connected as one. 

· After that gets spoiled, God begins partnering with a family to restore what has been broken. In partnership with this family, he dwells in their midst within the Temple. 
· This becomes the epicenter of the Israelite community. This is where people would come to meet with God, hear from God, learn his wisdom and truth, and experience healing of all different kinds. 
· All throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, this is an important theme that is weaving in and out of the narrative in vital ways.

· We turn to the New Testament and something significant happens. The gospel writers show us that the embodied person of Jesus on earth becomes the temple. In other words, the fullness of God no longer dwells in a building but in a person.
· Jesus becomes the place where heaven and earth intersect.
· To meet with God, learn about him, receive healing, and experience divine love, the people had to go to Jesus. All the beauty and power and glory of the Temple was now held in him.

· But then something crazy happens. Something nearly unbelievable. After Jesus dies, resurrects, and ascends, we read about how he pours his Spirit upon his followers (those who trust him). And when this happens (which Paul makes explicit in his letter to Timothy), the assembled people of Jesus (aka the church) become the temple of God. 
· WE become his dwelling place.
· WE become the intersection of heaven and earth.
· It is through US that God now reaches the world, loves the world, teaches the world, and heals the world. 

WE, the church, now take on this purpose and destiny, so that wherever we go, we take the fullness of God’s power and love into that space together. We are the house of God.


2. The Body of Christ


Colossians 1:24
24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church


What Paul envisions here is quite beautiful. He starts by reflecting back on the person of Jesus. The incarnate Word. God in bodily form. And he begins thinking about the role that Jesus played in the world. 
· What he did
· Where he gave his time and attention
· What he taught about

Essentially, Paul is looking at the work that Jesus began in his embodied life on earth. As that vision moves forward, he sees Jesus handing all of that work off for his people to carry forward. He envisions the church being the body of Jesus on earth. 
· All of the different ways Jesus brought the kingdom to earth, we now carry forward.
· All of the different ways Jesus loved people, we now carry forward.
· All of the different wrongs Jesus made right, we now carry forward.
· All of the different ways Jesus reimagined reality through his teaching, we now carry forward.

As the body of Christ, WE now become an extension of who Jesus was and carry his work and life forward into the present.


It would do us well to pause at this point and ask ourselves, what does this mean for who we are and what we do? What is the work Jesus began that we are to continue?



Conclusion

The foundation of the concept of the church yet again brings us back to our intended purpose and vocation. As we’ve talked about all through this series, we are made to be image bearers of God, which means to commune with God and to reflect God. With perfect consistency, we see it rising to the surface again.

The church... the people of Jesus are:
· The House of God
· The dwelling of God or place of communing with God
· The Body of Christ
· The reflection or extension of God


As his people, united together, we are to live out this purpose and vocation with all of who we are!



Scripture Reading this Week

Colossians 1
Ephesians 2

