Words Matter
Understanding biblical language


Words are important. They shape and form the way we view the biblical narrative, which then extends into how we view God and ourselves. The difficulty with understanding biblical language is that it was written in a different time and in a different language(s). Therefore, we often have to check the way we understand these concepts to ensure we comprehend what the biblical writers intended to communicate.

In this series, we will take different words and study what they truly meant to the biblical writers and the biblical audience. In understanding these things, we will get a clearer picture of who God is, who we are, and the story we’re meant to live out.


Week 2

Faith


As you study faith in the biblical story, what you will regularly see is that this means two things to the biblical writers:

1. Trust in God
2. Loyalty to God

In other words, that we would trust in God to the extent that we’re loyal to him in all things.

As we read “faith” in the text, these are the ideas that should ring in our ears. From 2 Corinthians 5:7 to Romans 1:17 to James 2:17, the writers are trying to show us how important our trust and loyalty is to God.


This carries with it a few important implications we need to consider:


1. Faith is 100% relational.

This word was not about a transaction or a formula to spiritual health for the writers of scripture. It was completely about relationship.

Faith in its purest form is trust. Within the biblical narrative, it’s the idea of trusting in the person we call God.

This is no small thing. When you think about the most precious relationships in your life, it doesn’t take long to see just how central the role of trust is in those relationships. Trust is essential for the life, the health, and the destiny of those relationships. It’s everything!

And this is the case the biblical writers are trying to make from beginning to end of the story.

From the beginning, we see that the breakdown of humanity came with a breakdown of trust. A breakdown of faith. Adam and Eve began to question the character and motives of God, which chipped away at their trust in him. And as soon as that trust broke down, chaos and destruction ensued. For them, for others, and for creation itself.

But then there’s a turning point of sorts in the story. A few chapters later we’re introduced to a man named Abram (later Abraham). It’s not long before you realize that Abraham is being shown as a figure of who Adam was supposed to be. Namely, somebody who trusts in the character and goodness and love of Yahweh. In other words, Abraham has faith in God. He was far from perfect. His story was full of mistakes and mishaps... BUT... he trusts in God, and apparently, that made all the difference. Apparently, that changed everything.

This is an invitation from within the biblical story to trust in God no matter what. Through mistakes, shortcomings, confusion, pain, suffering... trust changes everything.


Now, here’s the caveat in play... in order to trust someone, you need to know them. You must have some level of knowledge of who someone is before you’re going to truly trust them. And this is the importance of practices, such as:
· Reading Scripture
· Prayer
· Community

In different ways, these give us knowledge around the true character and nature of God, and this knowledge is essential for our trust journey.


Again, faith is not simply a button we press or phrase we utter. Faith is an unrelenting trust in God, which is the heart of this fundamental biblical concept.


2. We experience salvation life through faith.

Simply put, all the impact and power of biblical salvation in our lives is felt and experienced through our trust in God and loyalty to him.

Sometimes that doesn’t feel like enough, or maybe that it’s too simple. However, when you understand the depths of faith, and when you experience the reality of it, you find that it’s more than enough. In fact, this is what God wants from us. He wants us to trust him, and in trusting him, we find abundant life.


An important nuance needs to be included at this point...
· Faith, like salvation, is more complex than a one-time decision.

Biblical faith is both a moment-in-time decision AND an ongoing lifestyle.

When we make a covenant decision to trust and follow Jesus, everything does change in our lives. Our priorities. Our relationships. Our commitments. They’re all fundamentally changed by that one decision. At the same time, there’s an ongoing lifestyle of faith that shapes and forms us in indescribable ways as well. Our habits change. Our worries change. Our disposition changes. 

Both aspects of faith are essential, and both aspects of faith lead to salvation life. Healing, freedom, and deliverance are experienced through that one-time decision AND also through our ongoing life of trust in God. To try and simplify it to one or the other misses the point (and power) of our dynamic relationship with God. 


The truth is, faith is one of the most powerful, impactful concepts we can experience in life. We know this from other trusted relationships we’ve encountered. When you’re in a relationship with someone you trust wholeheartedly, you’ve experienced the freedom and healing that comes with it. And that’s the power of trust. That’s the power of faith.

And this is exactly what the biblical writers have in mind when they say, “we’re saved through faith” (Ephesians 2). They recognize that when we come to trust God in that way... knowing that he’s for us, that he’s with us, that he loves us... we experience the freedom and healing that our soul’s hunger for. 


The primary Hebrew word for salvation is yeshua. When translated to English, this is the name Jesus. In other words, the biblical claim is this... the huge, holisitic, all-emcompassing idea of salvation is found, not in an idea or an activity or some sort of spiritual button we have to press... but rather, in a person. And his name is Jesus. It’s in our trust and loyalty, our faith, in this person that we experience salvation. It’s in our belief of who he is and what he’s done, our confidence in his character, our commitment to him... and him to us... where that salvation is realized and experienced and lived out.

Ephesians 2:8
For by grace you have been saved through faith


Salvation is freely offered to those who would have faith in God. Healing, deliverance, and freedom are readily available through trust and loyalty to Him.





Scripture Reading

Galatians 3
Hebrews 11
Romans 3 & 4

(Read slowly. Contemplate what the writers are saying about faith and how it plays into the biblical story.)




