The Gift – Week 4 – Abundance and Contentment
Connection Group Guide
Opening Thought
Recently, I heard a story of a boy who was talking to his uncle a couple months before
Christmas. The boy’s uncle was asking the boy what he wanted for Christmas. The boy didn’t
really know what to ask for. Everything he wanted seemed to be kind of thing that was too big to
ask an uncle for, so he didn’t say anything. His uncle pressed him, though. “Surely, there’s got to
be something you want.” Finally, almost as a joke, the boy said, “Well, I’d kind of like a TV, but
really I’d be happy with anything.”
Christmas finally came, and it was time for the boy to open the present from his uncle. To his
surprise, the boy ripped off the wrapping paper and discovered a brand-new TV. His uncle
actually got him a TV for Christmas! The boy was stunned. It felt like too big a gift to ask for,
but his uncle gave abundantly and blew away the boy’s wildest expectations.
➢ Share a time when you received an amazing gift.
This week, we are going to talk about the how God gives gifts. When God gives a gift, he gives
it out of abundance. He gives in ways that blow away our wildest expectations too.
In the Bible
Before we look at how God gives his gifts, it is helpful to explore what he has to give.
Read Deuteronomy 10:14
Read Psalm 24:1

Read Romans 11:33-36
➢ What do these verses teach us about God and what he has to give?

Now, let’s look at how God decides to give his gifts.

Read John 10:10
➢ What do you think it means when Jesus says that he came so that they may have “life
abundantly?”
➢ How have you experienced abundant life in Jesus?
Read Ephesians 2:1-7
➢ Talk about a time in your life when you experienced God as “rich in mercy?” (2:4)
Read Titus 3:3-7
➢ What does this verse add to our conversation about the richness of God and the
abundance he gives?

Concluding Thoughts
When we begin to take stock of God’s richness and the generosity with which he gives his gifts,
we ourselves begin to experience feelings of contentment and satisfaction in him.
Let’s take a look at how Paul describes his own experience of contentment in Christ.
Read Philippians 4:10-13
➢ What does Paul’s contentment look like?
➢ What makes contentment so difficult?
➢ How do these words shape your own life? What does it look like for you to be content?
Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, the depth of your goodness reaches so far that none of us can fathom it. You
give grace beyond our deserving and beyond our expectations. May the richness of your mercy
in Jesus bring us contentment and satisfaction this Christmas. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

