The Gift – Week 3 – Hope and Justice
Connection Group Guide
Opening Thought
When you look at our culture today, it appears that hope for the future is on the decline and
hopelessness is on the rise. Even though we live in arguably some of the most comfortable times
in human history, there remains a kind of suspicion about the future and fullness of life. This is
reflected in a lot of the popular literature and film of our time. Movies today are filled with endof-the-world scenarios, environmental disasters, zombie apocalypses. Much of the literature for
young people these days falls under the category of “dystopian fiction.” Some of the highest
rated TV shoes like Breaking Bad, House of Cards, and Mad Men are characterized by
antiheroes. When you look at much of our culture, it seems that hope for the future is lacking in
many cases.
➢ Do you find this to be the case? Why or why not?
It is in the midst of a present situation like ours – a situation often empty of hope – that the
message of Christ coming at Christmas has something powerful to say. The message of Christ
brings a hope that can face anything.
In the Bible
What is the Christian hope that Jesus comes to bring?
To answer this question, we need to explore the kind of future that Jesus promises for his people.
The future Jesus promises is a future beyond death. He can promise this future because he
himself has triumphed over death by his own resurrection.
In John 11, Jesus comes to the tomb of his friend, Lazarus. It is in this story that we get a glimpse
of Jesus grief over death

Read John 11:33-37
➢ How does Jesus respond to the death of his friend?
➢ What does this teach us about death?

We see in Jesus’ anger and grief that Jesus is furious at death without being angry at himself.
This shows us that weakening, aging, disease, and death were never a part of God’s design for
creation. Death is an intrusion that comes into creation as a result of sin.

Much of our own hopelessness is caused by the experience that sense we are made to last, but we
are trapped in a world where none of us lasts. It turns out that this kind of world where life
doesn’t last isn’t the world we were made for.

Jesus comes to solve that dilemma, by taking on death itself.

Read Hebrews 2:14-18
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-22
Read John 11:25-27
➢ How does Jesus take on death?
➢ What are the results of Jesus’ victory over death?

Read Romans 8:18-25
This is the apostle Paul talking about the hope that Christ brings. It is hope not only for
humanity, but for all of creation.
➢ What does this hope look like for Paul?
➢ What stands out to you in this passage?
Read Philippians 3:20-21
➢ How does Jesus’ resurrection bring hope to you personally?
Concluding Thoughts

No matter what the future brings, the Christian’s hope is secure. Knowing the final destination
completely changes how you experience the journey toward that destination. Even when the
present feels like something out of a dystopian novel, there is a future better than any utopia we
could imagine. In a world of antiheroes, Christ heroically conquers the greatest enemy we face.
In a day and age when so much seems hopeless, Jesus offers a hope that does not disappoint.
Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, may the hope you bring shine in our dark world, illumining the majesty of your
Son as he reigns over all that stood against us. Assure us that nothing can take away the glorious
future you have promised. Give us patience as we wait for that future to become reality. In Jesus’
name, Amen!

