The Gift – Week 1 – Presence and Salvation
Connection Group Guide
Opening Thought
Have you ever had an experience where you’re talking about one thing, but the whole time
you’re talking you also have another story in the back of your mind?
Not too long ago, we got a lot snow, and the snowfall made commuting a nightmare for many in
our area. Imagine (maybe you don’t have to imagine) you had a terrible commute that day and
you’re telling your family all about how you had to wait in your car or at the train station for a
ridiculously long amount of time. Nothing moved, and it took you more than four times the
amount of time it usually takes you to get home.
As your telling your personal story, you’re also telling a larger story. It’s a story about
meteorologists who failed to predict the weather accurately. It’s a story about state local
governments who weren’t prepared to handle the conditions. There’s a larger framework to your
personal story that makes it more interesting and important.
This week, we want to focus on some of the larger framework behind the Christmas story. On
Sunday, we heard the account of the angel of the Lord coming to Joseph and telling him that
Mary will bear a son who will save his people from their sins. We will unpack that story by
exploring some of the larger story of God acting as Savior for his people.

In the Bible
Read Matthew 1:18-25
➢ Why are Mary and Joseph supposed to name the son “Jesus?” (1:21)
When we examine the Scriptures, especially the Old Testament, we find a larger story behind the
Christmas story that sheds some important light on who Jesus is as a savior from sin. Throughout
history, God acts a savior for his people. Let’s take a look at some pieces of that larger story.

Genesis
The first place we see God acting as a savior comes in Genesis chapter 3. Not long after Adam
and Eve’s disobedience and fall into sin, God makes a promise of a savior.
Read Genesis 3:8-15
➢ What does God say the offspring of the woman will do?
➢ Why is that significant?
➢ What does this story teach you about God’s relationship with his people?
Exodus
Another spot in the Old Testament where we see God acting as a savior is in the book of Exodus.
Read Exodus 3:1-12
➢ How does God promise to act as a savior in this passage?
As the story of the Exodus continues, we see that God does in fact save his people from Pharaoh
and a life of slavery in Egypt. Even after leading the people out of Egypt, God continues to be a
savior for them, forgiving their sins. One of the most notable stories of forgiveness comes after
the Israelites make an idol, a golden calf, and worship it rather than the God who delivered them
from Egypt. God remains faithful to his people and renews the covenant he made with them.
Read Exodus 34:1-6; 10
➢ How do you see God’s faithfulness in action here?
➢ Talk about a time in your life when you have seen God faithfulness in action for you.

Ezekiel
One last OT spot where we see God promising to act as a savior, especially as a savior from sin,
is in the book of Ezekiel. Ezekiel is prophesying to God’s people in exile in Babylon. Again,
when God’s people need saving, God provides a way.
Read Ezekiel 36:22-28; 33-36
➢ What promises does God make here?
➢ What other gifts does God offer in addition to forgiveness?
Concluding Thoughts
When we read the Bible, we see that desires to forgive and to save lie at the heart of who God is.
Forgiveness and salvation are at the center of the larger story of his work among his people. He
repeatedly forgave and saved his people throughout the generations and he continues to grant
forgiveness through Jesus.

➢ How does reading Old Testament stories of forgiveness shine extra light on the Christmas
story we heard from Matthew at the beginning of the study?
➢ How does this study impact your relationship with God?
Closing Prayer
Heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning. We thank you for the forgiveness and
salvation you so freely offer in your son, Jesus. Cleanse us and renew us day by day that we
might live as the people you call us to be. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

