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“I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, 
    the Maker of  heaven and earth.” 

Psalm 121:1-2 
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Letter from Pastor Jonathan 

Dear Morningside Church Family, 

God has been good to us! Over the past quarter the Lord has blessed Morningside in 
countless ways. While I can hardly list them all here, I don’t want to miss the opportunity 
to mention at least a few. Among his blessings, I count all of you, your tremendous  
faithfulness to the mission and ministry of Morningside, and how you have responded to 
opportunities he has given us. 
 
Last month, you unanimously affirmed God’s call for Pastor Zach Masdon to come and 
serve as Associate Pastor of NextGen and Family Ministries. After a search process  
long-delayed by the coronavirus, Pastor Zach has now officially begun his ministry here. God provided, and you  
responded. Glory to God! 
 
In addition to Pastor Zach, God has brought other part-time staff to help meet our needs. This month, Julie Ann 
Crane begins a new role as Connections Director at Morningside. Her job is to make sure we’re connecting with 
newcomers—both in-person and online—and that everyone is finding places in the church where they can grow 
and serve. Matt Watson has joined our Tech Ministry as Production Director for our Sunday livestream. And 
Zack Hamsley is overseeing Digital Media, including the website and social media platforms. Welcome to these 
new team members! 
 
After our most recent Discovering Morningside class, we now have 12 people committing to church  
membership. Two of these were baptized during the shutdown! I praise God that the present crisis has not 
stopped the Lord from drawing people to himself and to his church!  
 
Finally, I have to say how you too have been a part of God’s blessing over these past few months. As you recall, 
I invited each of you to begin gathering remotely for our livestream worship services and with your Bible  
Fellowship classes and small groups. God blessed us with the people and resources we needed to be able to do 
this. I praise God how you have responded. I don’t know whether you found it easy or fun to learn new ways of 
worshipping and meeting together. But I’m very pleased  at how so many of you have done your best to  
accommodate each other in love! 
 
We’re not out of the woods yet. As I write this letter, COVID cases are on the rise in Georgia and here in  
Muscogee County. Praise the Lord everyone I know who has been affected by the virus is stable and recovering! 
Still, it appears what other communities in our country were dealing with weeks and months ago has now  
arrived on our doorstep. 
 
We need the Lord’s help! As you read through the following reports from staff and ministry leaders, I encourage 
you to pray for each one. We are working hard and making plans for the fall. We need your support as we  
consider what ministry looks like for people who are hesitant to return to church right now. I pray that the Lord 
would do more than keep us safe: I want him to show us new ways to reach our community as we grow in love 
for the Savior and for each other!  
 

 All his blessings to you and your family, 

 

 

 

Pastor Jonathan 



5 

Church Leaders’ Report 

Ministry Report from Pastor Zach Masdon 

 

Morningside Family, 
  
My family and I are thrilled to finally begin our transition to serve with you all at  
Morningside Baptist as associate pastor. I began ministry at Morningside on July 7 and we 
plan to be completely settled in Columbus by the end of July. I am thankful and  
overwhelmed from the love and support we have received from you all in our first weeks 
of ministry. Your notes of  encouragement and gifts have been meaningful to our family. Thank you all for helping 
us to feel at home and welcome in Columbus.  
 
The initial days of ministry at Morningside have been filled with times of prayer and planning. I have joined an 
amazing team and staff that was already in the midst of planning for the next stage of relaunching our church 
“reimagined,” so I have been engaged in catching-up to their vision and plans. My role will specifically be focused 
on ensuring that every aspect of the relaunching of our ministries to families is safe, exciting, and biblically  
compelling. Please begin to pray with us as we continue to establish plans and processes for reopening to full  
ministry capacity.  
 
Currently, our family ministry team is developing a renewed vision for reaching and discipling families in our church 
and community. As we are praying and planning, we will also simultaneously begin building teams of passionate 
volunteers to join us in the work of ministry. Our team will soon begin calling current volunteers, past volunteers, 
and many others who have been recommended as perfect volunteer candidates to discuss how God may be leading 
you to serve in family ministry when we relaunch.  
 
We strongly believe that God has called us as a local church to lead families to Know Christ and to Make Him 
Known. God’s  calling and commission for transformational discipleship is a calling for all age segments of our 
church family, so it often requires even greater planning, prayer, and diligence to facilitate gospel-centered ministry 
to preschoolers, children, middle and high schoolers, college students and young professionals, and parents. Please 
begin to pray that God would burden your heart to begin to serve in some capacity in family ministry. If you begin 
to pray now, you will not need to reply, “Let me pray about it,” when I call you soon! If you know that God is calling 
you to serve in family ministry and you were not previously serving, please email me at 
zach@morningsidebaptist.com.   
 
Continue to pray for our ministry team as we advance in praying and dreaming for God’s vision and direction for our 
church “reimagined.” Regardless of structure and framework, we know that God has called us to lead a family min-
istry that equips and empowers family worship in the home, excites and encourages families to grow in Christ at 
church, and sends families into their world to Know Christ and to Make Him Known.   
 
I am in constant awe of how God is working in our midst and I feel overwhelmingly thankful to serve on our ministry 
team. God has assembled a remarkable group of leaders to engage in the work of ministry together and I cannot 
wait to witness the future of fruitfulness in our church family and community.  
 

In His Presence,  

 

Pastor Zach Masdon 

mailto:zach@morningsidebaptist.com
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Ministry Reports 

Worship Ministry—Chris Trammell 

As we continue to navigate through this time of church “reimagined”, our worship 

team has become a family. Growing stronger in spirit, working as a unit in love with  

understanding. Knowing our ultimate goal as “one” is to bring an offering of praise to 

our God, and keeping the body connected. It can be a challenge trying to get a  

message out through two different outlets. We are in a process of learning! 

 Our team is growing as we have added several new tech team positions. We are still working out all the 

“new set up” kinks in our system. Hang in there and we will have it running smoothly soon!  

I am excited to see where the Lord will take this team and this church over the coming months. We are all 

in this together, for a reason, not by chance. Let’s stay focused and united in love!  

 

 

 

 

 Student Ministry—Zach Walsh 

This past quarter our student ministry leaders have been faithful to meet our  

students through weekly Zoom meetings. We started this quarter with two Zoom 

meetings but have since expanded to three. The Sunday afternoon boys” Zoom 

meeting is taught by Wesley Lambertus. Wesley is teaching in the book of Matthew 

this quarter. The Tuesday evening girls’ Zoom meeting is taught by Marion  

Lambertus. Marion has been able to cover two books of the Bible this quarter: Ruth and Joshua. The third 

Zoom meeting is for both guys and girls and takes place on Wednesday nights. This zoom meeting was cre-

ated to give our students an opportunity to share about their week and stay connected. This zoom meeting 

is facilitated by Zach and Kelsey Walsh. While Zoom has given us the opportunity to connect during this 

time, we look forward to seeing them in person soon.  
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Quarterly Financial Report  

(April-June 2020) 
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Church Clerk Report 

MORNINGSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 
CHURCH CONFERENCE AGENDA 

April-June 2020 
 

 

Request for Membership  

 

Brooks Stalling              by Baptism 

Matt Watson                by Baptism 

Wayne Gallups            by Letter from New Beginning Baptist Church, Seale, Al 

Carol Gallups               by Letter from New Beginning Baptist Church, Seale, Al 

Pastor Zach Masdon   by Letter from Spring Valley Baptist Church, Columbia, SC 

Karalee Masdon          by Letter from Spring Valley Baptist Church, Columbia, SC 

Carson Masdon           by Letter from Spring Valley Baptist Church, Columbia, SC 

Chris Trammell              by Statement 

Brooklyn Trammell        by Statement 

Mark Hatcher               by Statement 

Linda Hatcher              by Statement 

Mona Griffin                 by Statement  

   

 

 

Deceased Members 

 

Mary Chambers 



11 



12 

www.MorningsideBaptist.com  

6065 Morningside Dr., Columbus, GA 31909 

(706) 561-0343 


