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"I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 

not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

will be loosed in heaven." 

-Matthew 16:18-19 
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Letter from Pastor Jonathan 

Dear Morningside Church Family, 

Have you thought very much about how things work? I don’t mean little 

things, like pencils or calculators. I mean big things, like the economy, 

government, our healthcare system. I’ve been thinking a lot about these 

lately. I confess, each one is well beyond my capacity! 

I’ve also been thinking (and praying) a lot about how church works—what’s 

necessary or not, what matters most, and how we can know when we’re getting it 

right. This crisis has challenged me to think in new ways about how we do church. 

My chief concern has been to honor the Lord in everything we do. For this reason, I 

have been praying that God would allow us to see beyond the present challenges to 

discover the opportunities he is giving us. 

Our mission is unchanged. God has called us To Know Christ and Make Him Known, 

pandemic or no pandemic, economic crisis or no economic crisis. He has also shown 

us what matters most to him: worship, evangelism, discipleship, compassion, unity. 

They matter still. What has changed, and drastically so, is our ability to do what we 

do the same way today that we were doing one month ago.  

We now know it’s not wrong to worship together online or gather in digital 

conference rooms, it’s just different. Yet, how important for us to maintain our 

worship and relationships for such a time as this! Now more than ever, we need the 

Lord, we need each other, and we need to declare God’s truth and show Christ’s 

love to the world! 

As you read through this report, I trust you will see signs of how we are reimagining 

church for the times in which we live. I further hope that you will pray that God 

would give us all great wisdom. We need his help—and yours—to do all he’s called us 

to. There’s no “pause button” on being the church. With so many looking for hope in 

the midst of fear, may the people of Morningside Baptist stand together to point 

boldly to Jesus Christ! 

Your Servant in Christ,  

 

Pastor Jonathan 
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Church Leaders’ Report 

From the Elders 

So much has happened in the last month! Although our world has changed in 

many ways, our mission from God remains the same. We are still called To Know 

Christ and Make Him Known.  We have labored over these past few weeks to 

answer God’s call in new ways. We pray that the Lord would count us faithful as 

we do all we can to adapt and adjust to new challenges! 

 

Compassionate concern: Caring for the most vulnerable 

As the first wave of health warnings struck, we set as our first priority caring for 

our older members and attendees. Pastor Jonathan asked the staff to compile a list 

of individuals, families, widows, and those in assisted living. This list was then 

distributed among the deacons and Bible Fellowship teachers with the request that 

they begin checking in weekly with phone calls. We want to make sure everyone 

is okay and has everything they need. Thank the Lord that everyone we’ve 

contacted is doing well so far! If we hear of any concern, we have plenty of folks 

standing by to lend assistance. 

 

Transformative discipleship: Maintaining meaningful connections 

Our second priority has been to find ways to encourage groups and leaders to 

maintain connections with each other for encouragement and spiritual growth. 

Pastor Jonathan has encouraged us not to “push pause” on being the church. 

Relationships are vital for spiritual growth—both with Christ and with each other. 

Many classes and groups have taken up the challenge by holding digital meetings 

on Facebook or via Zoom conference. Over the past month many of us have 

learned more about live-streaming and digital conferences than ever before!  

 

Worship and evangelism: New ways to reach up and reach out 

Before the current heath crisis, the Elders had already looked into the possibility of 

broadcasting our worship services online. We were considering a proposal from 
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Church Leaders’ Report 

Pendley Productions, a church technology company based in Atlanta that Pastor 

Jonathan has had extensive dealings with over the past decade. Their proposal 

included a number of upgrades that would allow us to begin streaming our 

worship services online. At the time we were unsure how many people outside 

of the congregation would tune in to online services at Morningside. 

As soon as we learned that worship gatherings on Morningside’s campus would 

not be possible for the foreseeable future, we approved the purchase of some 

basic equipment to begin live-streaming. The cameras and other equipment 

were part of the proposal we had already received from Pendley Productions. 

Since making this investment we have witnessed a remarkable turn of events. 

The number of people participating in our worship services has far exceeded 

our expectations. Our Palm Sunday service had over 880 views as of April 15th. 

We have no way of knowing how many individuals this represents, but with 

many people tuning in as families we expect the total number of viewers to be 

even higher.  

In addition, we have heard from people in 9 different states (GA, AL, NC, SC, TN, 

PA, NY, NV and AZ) that they are tuning in as well. With so many looking for 

hope in the midst of this crisis, we celebrate that the Lord has given us the 

means to offer the hope of Jesus Christ!  

With so many participating in an online service, we are concerned about the 

potential negative impact of cutting off our live-stream. The initial purchase of 

cameras allows us to live-stream, but not with a congregation in the Worship 

Center at the same time. Having already made an initial investment in live-

streaming and witnessing such a strong response, we have approved additional 

funds to allow us to maintain live-streaming even after the crisis has passed and 

our regular worship gatherings have resumed. We never want to cut off 

anyone’s ability to worship together with us and hear the message of hope that 

only comes from Jesus Christ! 

Bob Gilson, chair of Finance, is overseeing this project on behalf of the Elders. 

In conversations with Bob and Pendley Productions, we have every confidence 

this project can be completed by the time we have returned to weekly worship 

gatherings on Morningside’s campus. Praise the Lord! 
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Church Leaders’ Report 

Morningside CARES: Meeting needs in our neighborhood 

This week Pastor Jonathan presented us with initial plans for “Morningside 

CARES,” a new ministry designed to help families and individuals in our 

congregation and in the Morningside neighborhood who have been impacted by 

the crisis. For so many already feeling the burden of financial hardship, food and 

other basic needs could go unmet. For however long this crisis may last, 

Morningside will labor to show Christ’s love to those who may be struggling. As 

we do so, we trust that the Lord will also use our efforts to bring the truth of 

Jesus Christ into their hearts and homes! 

Morningside CARES aims to provide both perishable and nonperishable food 

items. We have already initiated a partnership with Feeding the Valley to acquire 

some food items in bulk. We will also collect nonperishable food items as 

donations. We will then pair these food items to prepare boxes that include a 

variety of foods apportioned for different households. Donated food will 

immediately be given out to families in need. Any unused items can be passed on 

to other ministries in Columbus (like the Columbus Baptist Association’s Food 

Pantry), so there is no need to house or store food on-site long term. 

What can you do? If God is prompting you to help, we have several options for 

you: 

You can give financially to support this ministry or donate items, as the Lord 

leads. Be sure to check the list of specific nonperishable food and 

household items before making any purchases!  

You may be able to serve on a Morningside CARES team. Teams will help 

collect, portion out, and then distribute the items we give to our 

neighbors.  

We also need disinfectant, rubber gloves, and masks for team members. We 

want to make sure everyone stays safe and healthy—those who are 

serving and those being served! 

To offer your help, contact Carol Gallups (cgallups@morningsidebaptist.com) in 

the church office.  
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Supporting our families and teachers: Morningside Christian Preschool 

We are committed to supporting the families of the children who attend 

Morningside’s Christian Preschool. For this reason we have refunded tuition 

payments through the end of this school year. Many of these families live 

paycheck to paycheck. The economic impact of this crisis has hit some of them 

pretty hard. 

At the same time we are continuing to pay our wonderful teachers at their regular 

pay rate. None of us anticipated this crisis, but the Lord has blessed us with means 

to be able to support the staff of Morningside’s Preschool and we intend to do so! 

 

God’s provision: The federal CARES Act and the PPP 

By now, many of you will have begun receiving relief checks from the federal 

government. As a part of the government’s CARES Act, the federal Small Business 

Administration is also overseeing the distribution of grant funds to businesses and 

non-profits, including churches, with fewer than 500 employees. The Georgia 

Baptist Mission Board has provided extensive information and conducted multiple 

webinars to help churches throughout our state participate in the Payroll 

Protection Plan. Other churches in the Columbus Baptist Association are 

participating in this program as well. We are encouraged that God has given 

wisdom to federal officials to ensure that small businesses, non-profits, and 

churches may thrive during this crisis! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Leaders’ Report 
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Church Leaders’ Report 

Deacons- Sam Simmons 

The deacons have been busy this year with our focus on family ministry. We 

have ministered to families who have experienced the death of a loved one, as 

well as to members with various illnesses and hospital stays. We continue to 

serve in conjunction with Pastor Jonathan, the elders, the Bible Fellowship 

teachers, the Bereavement Team, and the church staff to meet any needs that 

may arise among our church members. 

With our current state of physical distancing and sheltering in place, we have had 

to change or postpone certain activities such as serving Communion to our 

senior adults at local assisted living facilities, as well as the regular monthly 

Communion on Sunday mornings. 

For the past month, we have been focused on making regular contacts via phone 

calls with the senior adults on our family lists. Deacons regularly check on their 

health and any needs that they may have for groceries, supplies, or medications. 

This effort will continue for the foreseeable future.  

The year 2020 started with a lot of activity and has taken us into uncharted 

territory as a church and as a nation. But, we are confident that God is in control 

and we will continue to be obedient to serve Him in whatever areas He calls us. 
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Children's Ministry- Alecia Cravey and Alison Badgett 

During the 1st quarter of the year our Children’s Sunday Small group focus moved 

from the teachings of the Old Testament prophets to the birth, life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus. We saw how the prophets 

foretold the coming Messiah and how the Old and New Testament 

so often bridge stories from one generation to another. As we 

moved from an in person, to a virtual platform for study and 

gathering, we have been led by Holly Sutherland, who provides a 

weekly preschool lesson on Facebook Live and by Dana and 

Alecia Cravey and Gracie and Mike Allmond, who lead our group of elementary 

aged children via zoom, a web based live video conferencing software. Our 

ministry on Sundays has been so encouraged by the attendance with an average 

of 30 views on Facebook and 30 attending via Zoom. The parental 

support during this transition to distance gathering, has been a huge 

blessing. I am further thankful for the support of the “Gospel Project” 

team that has provided available resources to our ministry allowing us 

to continue using their interactive curriculum in ways that we would 

not have otherwise been able. The preparation and ability to connect 

with these sweet faces each week, is one of the things that is encouraging my 

soul during this time away. I am constantly reminded of our Bible Point each week 

from John 3:30…..”He must increase, but I must decrease”. 

Our Wednesday evening kids’ activities (called Breakout) started a 

new focus in January centering around an exciting musical called 

“The Agape League.” “The Agape League” is a team of superheroes 

who each have a unique ability to demonstrate the Fruit of the 

Spirit. Our gatherings have focused weekly on a different fruit of the 

spirit, with a Bible lesson, songs, and a hands-on demonstration. We 

have continued to pursue a deeper understanding of the Bible by learning the 

books of the Bible in order, weekly scripture memory, and Bible drill-style 

activities. We consistently had in attendance between 25 and 30 children each 

week, and were welcoming several visitors per month. The musical has been cast 

by audition and many children have been given speaking parts. Since we have had 

to discontinue meeting in person, we have now had four sessions of         

Ministry Reports 
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Breakout LIVE on the YouTube channel. Those with speaking parts are assembling 

via Zoom to practice their lines. We are continuing our effort to 

teach the books of the Bible using fun and engaging songs. The 

children are also encouraged each week to continue the practice 

of scripture memory, and we have been covering new “topics” 

appropriate to this season of the Coronavirus. Topics covered so 

far include “Faith,” “Fear,” and “Prayer.” Though we understand 

that the musical will need to be rescheduled from the intended 

May 17 performance date, we will be persevering in 

the hopes that it can be presented to the congregation once we 

are able to begin meeting in the building again.  

As James 1 declares, we “consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know 

that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its 

work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.” I am trusting 

that our perseverance will allow us to victoriously bring this musical in front of the 

congregation, that they may be encouraged in their faith and glorify God! 

 

Widows’ Ministry-Faye Snow 

The Widows’ Ministry is still connecting during our time of 

physical distancing. The sponsors are staying in touch 

with our members through phone calls and cards. I am 

constantly amazed at how up-beat they are about the 

current situation, trusting totally in the Lord. We are all saddened by 

the loss of one of our members, Mrs. Margaret Arnold.  She will be 

missed by all of us.  We are looking forward to the day when we can 

come together as one again. 

 

Ministry Reports 
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Worship Ministry- Chris Trammel 

During the last several weeks, we have experienced the same season of life all 

together. Where just one month ago we had a regular routine 

to life per say, that now has changed. It presented our team 

at Morningside (along with every other church) with quite a 

difficult task: to keep the Morningside Church body 

connected through a global pandemic! This is where the new 

live stream came to life.  

Before the physical separation began, the worship team had 

begun to build a choir (led by Alison Badgett and Zack Hamsley), 

that would join the worship team once a month to lead in our 

service on Sunday mornings. This new choir 

consists of approximately 40-50 

worshippers, and we plan to continue right 

along once this stay at home order has been 

lifted! Also, we have added several new members to the tech 

team and look forward to getting them more involved when 

we return to our more normal time together.  

A few weeks ago, the way we bring our worship offering to 

God changed. We no longer could meet in person, 

nor were we set up for live streaming. This “never 

before” problem was staring us in the face. How do 

we stay united when we cannot come together? We 

came together as a team and  through the skills, and talents of our 

members, we were able to build our new live stream service. This way 

of gathering is alien to many of us, but it is something that the Spirit 

wanted done! Lift this small team, what we lovingly call “The Stream 

Team”, in your prayers each week. Also, pray we, as Morningside, can know and 

understand how to be the church without the building. I love you all and hope to 

see you soon! 

 

Ministry Reports 
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Ministry Reports 

Men’s Ministry- Dana Cravey 

The men’s ministry held one event on campus in February, the 

Valentines Dinner. Over 200 individuals attended this dinner and 

enjoyed a night of fun, fellowship and laughs provided by Billy Bob 

Bohannon from Opelika Alabama. In addition, the importance of 

having a marriage based on the word of God was highlighted by 

the quest speaker. Much thanks goes to Nancy Buntin, 

Women’s Ministry, Deacons and church staff for making 

this event a huge success. The night was ended by several door prizes 

being awarded to attendees, but the major highlight was through the 

generous heart of attendees as over $1,000 was 

raised for Morningside’s future missions efforts. 

Our next Band of Brothers Breakfast will be held this summer 

with the speaker being Dr. Lee McCluskey from St. Francis 

Orthopedic Center. Dr. McCluskey will be sharing his testimony  

and discussing the missions service he has provided in the 

medical field for several decades. We look forward to announcing a date 

hopefully very soon. 

I also would encourage Men of MBC to check out one of the existing small 

groups that has been active for the last few years. These are our three current 

groups which will kick back up when the shelter in place ends: 

Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.  

led by Jeff Gettings 

Saturdays at 7:30 a.m.  

led by Mike Davenport 

Thursdays at 6:15 a.m.  

led by Butch Wheeler 

Also be on the lookout for information about the Men’s Steak Dinner 

in the fall of 2020. We are working on finalizing a speaker and a date as well. 

Lastly, if you are interested in serving on the team, please call me (706)566-

4657 or email dana.cravey@insmed.com.  

 

mailto:dana.cravey@insmed.com
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College and Career- Jonathan Knight 

Like many others, this group has been hit hard, but they are also 

adapting. We moved Bible Fellowship and Crash after hours 

(Wednesday nights) to Zoom virtual meetings several weeks ago. 

We have had good attendance, good fellowship, and a good time 

of Bible study. This group is truly built on connections, and they 

are doing well at coping with the changes. Like everyone else, they are very 

much looking forward to coming back together. Several of the students have 

taken time for some deep reflection, and they are coming up with new ways to 

connect with others for the Gospel.  

Zach, Kelsey, Jessica, and I are all proud of this group for 

stepping up to help with the Students’ Disciple Now Weekend 

and Serve Day. We had around 12 members of our College and 

Career ministry join the rest of the church to help at the 

Columbus Baptist Association. It is amazing to watch them open 

up their hearts and love on the Columbus community. 

 

Weekday Preschool- Gwen Pigg 

Morningside family, what a time we are experiencing. I personally have 

had a lot of days in which I am focused and know beyond a doubt that 

because Jesus Christ is my Savior, I can rest in him and will be a better 

person because of all that is happening. Although honestly, I also have 

had days when I have been sad and desperately wanted to be with the 

staff and children at school. The Morningside Christian Preschool administration 

and teachers have continued to reach out to each child and the families by way 

of calling, texting, zoom meetings and mail. Teachers have participated in Virtual 

Spirit Week and reading to their students. We have a love for the children and 

naturally want to keep a relationship with them. I have learned  so much about 

the value of teachers who have been called by God to work with children 

between the ages of six weeks to PreK4 years old. This challenge is teaching 

each of us how to love and not take for granted the things Morningside Christian 

Preschool represents. We will be better children of God when this is over! 
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Women's Ministry– Betty Hampton 

During the first quarter of 2020, the Women’s Ministry served the women of 

MBC, as well as other members of our congregation, in many ways.  

In January, over thirty women of Morningside and the Columbus 

community attended our ReNEW Retreat. Our Bible study for the 

weekend was The Daniel Plan with the theme of “Renewing 

ourselves to serve God fully.” The areas of focus for the Bible 

study were faith, food, fitness, focus, and friends. A fun part of 

the retreat was that all the food was made by our own Aly 

Mock with recipes from The Daniel Plan cookbook. 

At the retreat, we also collected donations for Scarlett’s 

Closet. Scarlett’s Closet is a local charity started by Lisa 

Fountain. It serves families with children who have been diagnosed with cancer 

by providing them with care packages when admitted to the 

hospital unexpectedly.  

In February, we assisted the Men’s Ministry with the 

Valentine’s Banquet. We secured fun door prizes 

for the night. We also contributed some table 

decorations and helped in clean-up efforts when 

the night was over. This is always a special event and we enjoyed 

participating. 

At the end of March, we reached out to our homebound and 

assisted living church members. We put together treat bags with a note 

letting them know that their church family was with them during these 

uncertain times. We delivered these bags to as many as possible. They 

seemed truly touched to know that we were thinking about them. 

Although the current world health situation is preventing us from 

gathering at this time, the Women’s Ministry continues to plan our 

events for the rest of the year. We look forward to the time when we 

can all be together again. 
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Student Ministry- Zach Walsh 

Over the past quarter, our student ministry was very active. Our high school 

students finished their Wednesday night curriculum on the Protestant 

Reformation and how it still effects the way we serve people today. Our middle 

school students finished up their study on apologetics and 

learned how to better share the Gospel with those around 

them. We had two big events over the last three months 

including the High School Progressive Dinner and Disciple Now 

weekend, which were big hits with the students. Unfortunately, 

we were unable to have our middle school event due to the 

covid-19 pandemic and the physical distancing order.  

Disciple Now Weekend brought in over 50 students with the 

majority of the middle and high schools being represented from the 

area. This weekend was designed to challenge students in their walk 

with Christ. The theme for the weekend was Undivided: Love God 

with Our Whole Hearts. There were many 

students that accepted that challenge and made the 

commitment to follow Jesus even closer. This included at 

least five students that are talking with our ministry 

leaders about next steps of salvation. The weekend also 

allowed for our students to serve at Mission Columbus 

with the church-wide Serve Day and to help them see a 

different side of ministry beyond the four walls on Sunday mornings and 

Wednesday nights. 

In this time of social distancing, we have been able to 

meet and worship together virtually through Instagram 

Live on Wednesday nights. We 

have also held Bible studies 

through Zoom, taught by Wesley and Marion Lambertus. 

These Zoom meetings take place on Sunday and 

Tuesday afternoons. In doing this, we have been able to 

keep in contact with our students during this challenging time. However, it has 

also made us more excited to come together when all of this ends! 
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Small Group Ministries- Phil Martin 

The Lord is constantly shaping the Education and Small 

Group ministries of Morningside Baptist. The first quarter of 

2020 started just like many other years, with Bible 

Fellowship classes meeting on Sunday mornings (including 

two emerging classes), discipleship classes meeting on 

Wednesday nights and Thursday mornings, and various 

small groups meeting in homes and businesses. However, the first quarter wound 

up finishing in a surprising way that none of us predicted. 

Now, more than ever, per socially distancing restrictions imposed due to the 

battle against the spread of COVID-19, the importance of God's people meeting 

together is being felt. We're reminded of this from God's Word in Genesis 

2:18 that it's not God's intention for us to live life alone and separated. The 

Lord has provided technology that allows us to connect via Zoom, 

FaceTime, Instagram, YouTube, etc. until the time is right for us to reunite 

in person.  

As a vital part of Jesus' ministry, He formed small groups. He surrounded 

himself with apostles to pray and share in ministry. He even formed a 

smaller circle within his small group for concentrated support. I pray 

that you'll join in growing to be more like Jesus by actively participating 

in small group ministry. If you're anything like me, you've missed being 

physically in the same space with members of the Morningside family. 

Please don't let this be an obstacle to prevent you from joining with 

other members. This is an opportunity to be more connected to each other 

than ever before. If you're interested in joining a small group, even through 

online video chats or phone calls for now, please contact either me or the 

church office, and we will find the place for you. I look forward to the time when 

our small groups are able to come together again! 
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Communication and Ministry Development- Carter Barrow 

Over the last quarter, we have seen a myriad of changes when it comes to 

church communication. Morningside has taken steps to connect in a 

much more modern way. Every age group has taken steps in 

learning technology to better stay connected during this time. I 

have had opportunities to meet with several of our leaders to talk 

about ways to use Zoom, Facebook, Instagram and a plethora of 

other online sources to connect their discipleship efforts. 

Before the restrictions of physical separation went into place, we saw many of 

our ministry leaders step out and try new ways to connect to the community 

and to grow the individuals inside their ministries. By this point in the 

report, you have read about many of Morningside’s endeavors over the 

first few months of 2020. Each of these connected us to our community 

and helped us grow as a church family. 

We hope that you have noticed all the new photos going into the 

ShelbyNext online directory. During Bible Fellowship, we were talking 

photos and uploading them into the system to help our members 

better learn all the new faces that have been joining the 

Morningside family over the last few years! If you did not have 

your photo taken yet, do not worry. When we return from the 

separation, we will be right back at taking 

photos. 

Both our Welcome and Greeting teams have seen growth 

over the last quarter and are still one of the things return 

visitors rave about when asked about what made them come 

back. They are our frontline of ministry on Sunday mornings 

and have done a stupendous job being a welcoming face and reflecting a 

positive attitude. The teams certainly have created an excitement in the 

Welcome Center every week, and we look forward to having them and you all 

back when we are allowed to gather together again! 
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Committee Reports 

Personnel– Alice Hiltibrand 

The Personnel Committee has settled on a final candidate for the position of 

NextGen and Family Ministries Pastor. He is a great guy with a wonderful family. 

He is originally from Hogansville, so a little bit of a local from just up the road!  

Due to the stay at home order, our original plan of a March visit was put on 

hold, but Pastor Jonathan and the Personnel Committee are staying in touch 

with him during this time. He is excited to move into the next stage of the 

interview process when things return to the new normal. 

 

Missions– Anne German 

Morningside Baptist has been mobilized for missions so far this 

year. In February, a challenge for gathering food products was 

issued to the adult Bible Fellowship Classes. Everyone participated and made it 

a great success. Dr. Sims’ class, The Whosoever Class, won the competition, but 

Mission Columbus has truly benefited by the donation of over 1,600 pounds of 

food. This donation was timely as the virus impact led to a higher need for food 

shortly afterwards.  

On Saturday, March 7, sixty-three Morningside folks gathered to serve at 

Mission Columbus, home to the Columbus Baptist Association. The collected 

food was delivered, and the expired food from the food pantry was cleaned out. 

The MBC folks completed several work projects around the campus. 

A missions calendar for the year was developed. However, the COVID-19 

pandemic has required several changes within the past month. The missions 

trips to Hazard, Kentucky and to Belize were cancelled due to the 

uncertainty caused by the virus. 

The mission focus has been adjusted, but mission work is still ongoing. 

A letter writing campaign to soldiers overseas is moving forward. 

Opportunities to love on folks while they are isolated have surfaced. An 

updated missions calendar will be provided after the quarantine is lifted. When 

this is over, it will truly be a joy to be able to serve with all of you again! 
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Bereavement - Cathy Gilson 

MBC Bereavement Teams have taken meals to three of our church member’s 

families this first quarter of 2020. Two members, Pat Garnto and Frances Goolsby, 

passed away in January and we served meals for these two small families. Another 

loved one, Margaret Arnold, passed in March and one of our teams provided the 

meal. The families were all very appreciative of the food and expressed their 

sincere gratitude. 

We are so thankful to have our Morningside church family in times of loss. The 

love we show by visiting and providing food is a wonderful ministry to those not 

only receiving, but also to those preparing and serving. We dislike not being able 

to see you all on a weekly basis, but look forward to the day we can all come back 

together for some fellowship and worship! 

 

Buildings and Grounds- Bob Jordan 

Morningside now has eleven servants on the Building and Grounds Team: Mike 

Allmond, Mike Babb, Ed Karnotski, Chris Deal, Foster Lambertus, Richie Grantham, 

Butch Wheeler, Bob Jordan, Dan Snow, Ronnie Pigg, and Sam Oliver. 

The Building and Grounds Team served by fixing the ladies’ bathroom in the 

Worship Center. One of the stall doors was broken and is now repaired. In another 

stall, the toilet was having difficulty flushing and after replacing a few pieces the 

toilet now flushes properly. 

You may also notice several other little things that have been installed including 

extra storage cabinets and shelving in Building A for decorations and Christmas 

materials. 

Ministry Team Reports 
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Financial Report 

Finance– Bob Gilson 

The first quarter of 2020 began as any other, but when it ended on March 31st, it 

ended differently than any other. Financially speaking, MBC continues to find 

itself in a good cash position because of God's grace and the faithfulness of the 

MBC congregation. However, we now find ourselves today in uncertain times. 

The unpredictability of what lies ahead gives us pause, but our confidence in what 

lies ahead is found in our relationship with the risen Savior. 

While we can't predict how the next few weeks will unfold for us, we can make 

some adjustments and make some changes to help us navigate the uncertain 

times ahead.  Here is what we have been blessed to do thus far 

      We are continuing to pay our Weekday Preschool Staff. 

 

      We have reimbursed Weekday Preschool tuitions to the families. 

 

      We have applied for the Paycheck Protection Plan through our bank.        

 

      We have exercised whatever measures we can for conserving energy, as 

 utilities are one of our biggest expenses. 

We have obtained the necessary equipment to allow us to live-stream our Sunday 

morning worship services for the duration of the crisis. With the Elders’ approval 

of a long-term plan for live-streaming, we will be able to continue this vital 

ministry into the future. What a blessing! 

No matter the timeline before us involving COVID-19, MBC will continue to look 

to God for leadership and grace. And we will not lose hope because we know our 

hope is steadfast in His Son. 
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Quarterly Financial Report  

(January-March 2020) 
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MORNINGSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH 
CHURCH CONFERENCE AGENDA 

January-March 2020 
 

Sunday Morning Worship  

 

 January February March 

Average Attendance  407 403 383   

Bible Study Report: 

Enrollment   566 566 566  

Average BS Attendance   376 362 330 

 

Request for Membership  

 

Gabe Scott by Statement 

Cheryl Matthews by Letter from Cross Point, Perry, GA 

Dana Dannunzio by Statement  

Jeremiah Dannunzio by Statement 

Sherrie Fentress by Statement 

Suzanne Boone by Letter from Bethany Baptist, Phenix City, AL 

Heather Watson by Letter from First Baptist, Fort Valley, GA 

Rick & Donna Stallings by Letter from Christ Community, Columbus, GA 

Grace Wells by Letter from Gentian Baptist, Columbus, GA 

Sheila Finney by Letter from Beallwood Baptist, Columbus, GA 

Larry Finney by Letter from Beallwood Baptist, Columbus, GA 

John & Jodie Powers by Letter from Southside Baptist, Brandon, FL 

Ben Wells by Letter from Gentian Baptist, Columbus, GA  

   

Request for Transfer of Membership 

 

Pat Farmer to Summerville Baptist Church, Phenix City, AL  

 

Deceased Members 

 

Pat Garnto 

Frances Goolsby 

Margaret Arnold 

Church Clerk Report 
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www.MorningsideBaptist.com  

6065 Morningside Dr., Columbus, GA 31909 

(706) 561-0343 


