Never Beyond His Grace - (John 8:34, 36)
She said, "but you don't know what I've done" as her head hung, and tears
fell. Hopeless to correct her situation, she was overwhelmed by the choices
she had made.
As humans, we are so quick to judge the level of sin that we think might be
acceptable, and of course, those sins which are not. Apparently, she thought
that hers did not fall into the category of "forgivable".
How skewed our thinking, that there is some sin that is just too much for the
price of Christ's sacrifice to pay. Skewed thinking that allows thoughts that
some sins are surely beyond the scope of His love and forgiveness.
But know this Dear One, we are NEVER BEYOND GOD'S GRACE! YOU are never beyond God's grace, for
God's grace is never based on what we deserve. In fact, in His grace, He gives us what we don't deserve.
You may have seen this acrostic for Grace: God's Righteousness At Christ's Expense - but do we believe
that all the righteousness that we need to come into the presence of the Living and Holy God is given to
us completely at Christ's expense? Jesus Christ is the One that it cost. Not us. It is His righteousness
that is able to bring us into the glory of God. We only need accept it. Do we believe His blood was
enough? Or do we hold on to past guilts as if they are beyond His reach?
As slaves to sin we were in debt. Huge debt! A debt that we certainly could never have paid for
ourselves, after all, the ransom price was perfection. It was Jesus Himself who said, "Truly, Truly, I say
to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin." (John 8:34) Slaves. To sin. I'm pretty sure that all
of us have failed "perfection" at one time or another. And there we stood, on the auction block to be
sold to the highest bidder. Chained to the sins that would have us bound up. We thought we had
choices, but we were nothing more than slaves doing our master's bidding. Chained. We couldn't
shake them off. They hung around our necks, weighing us to the ground as if our feet were stuck in
mortar. Who could lift this burden from us? Who could unchain this yoke that binds us to our guilt?
Christ! He came to purchase us before any other master could try, not that they would have succeeded
for such a price was more than any other could bear. It was Jesus, the Christ, who came to pay the price
for our sins, declaring, as we stood vulnerable to the sale, "She's Mine!" And as we walk down from the
auction block, torn and tattered, our robe a filthy mess, that He covers us with His own, a robe that is
white with His perfection, holy and righteous. He covers us there with His love, and then... He sets us
free! "If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." (John 8:36)
That my Dear Lady is what Christ did for you. He paid the price, He covered you in robes of
righteousness, all in God's good grace. The size of your sin doesn't matter. The depth of your grief He
freely exchanges for His grace. Giving us all we need through Christ and in Christ. We are not defeated,
we are no longer slaves to sin, we are ladies of grace. Free and clear.
There is NO ONE beyond His grace, for it is available to all, no matter how deep in a pit you or a loved
one may have fallen. He stands ready to pull you out and set your feet on solid ground. You are not the
one who cannot be forgiven, they are not the ones who can't be forgiven, for every sin was piled upon
His shoulders as He hung on that cross.
There is NO ONE beyond His hope, for it, too, is available to all, no matter how hopeless your situation,
in Christ He can take your hope-less and turn it into hope-full!
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Think of what it would mean to live FULL of HOPE! What a life changer that is! To change from one who
is deflated with despair to become one bursting with His joy, that is His grace! In Him, all things are
possible - He brings light to the darkness. He brings reconciliation to the broken. He brings peace to
the disturbed. He brings strength to the weary. He brings victory to the defeated. He even exchanges
the boredom of the nitty-gritty, day-to-day, with the excitement of wonder at just what He might have
planned for your day, let alone think of your life! THAT is His grace. Such sweet grace. God's grace
given to each of us.
Grace that provides His righteousness. All He asks is that we exchange it for those worthless, guiltcausing, putrid sins of ours. No matter the size or shape. Exchange it!
It does not matter what you've done in the past, it only matters what you'll do in the present. Today
will you give Him your future? (In case you're wondering, His grace has that covered, too.)
Father, Your sweet, sweet grace is nothing of what we deserve, but instead it is everything we don't
deserve. You forgive any sin, big or small, they are all alike to You. And You don't just forgive, but You
pay the price to remove the debt we owed. Astounding grace that boggles our minds, that You would
love us so. Praise You for being a God of grace. Thank You for Your Son, in whom we can be forgiven,
and ransomed. It's in His mighty name we come, asking You to help us as we walk in Your grace daily.
May we not take it for granted, nor may we ever limit its power. Help us to walk HOPE FULL because of
Your great grace. In all the love I can offer, I love You Lord. Amen.
For more study:
Romans 3:23, 6:23
Ephesians 2:1-10
1 Peter 1:3-9

© Grace to Joy 2016

