To the Cross and Back (Romans 8:38-39, I John 4)

"Who can separate us from the love of Christ?
Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?...
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer
through Him who loved us."
(Romans 6:38-39 nasb)

How's life been going? Hopefully you haven't had to experience persecution,
famine, nakedness, peril or the sword, but I think most of us would agree that
life always has its tribulations, and it can certainly be distressing. Well, even if you have experienced any
or all of these things, did you know, the love of Christ is there with you through the whole thing? That He
is with you even now, loving you through the circumstance? Nothing, NO thing can separate you from
the love of Christ. It is a fact from God's word, but when we truly believe it, it changes our world.
I can almost hear someone saying, "He couldn't possibly love me because I have....", you can fill in the
sentence. Most of us have lived in this world long enough to have sensed rejection by someone we
thought loved us. We have felt the cold sting of someone breaking our trust, so it's natural for us to be
doubtful, or untrusting. We begin to think things such as, "if God truly loved me He wouldn't allow ...", or,
"if He really loved me He would get me out of this." Guilty?? Oh dear one, you have to realize that both
of those statements have their root in a lack of trust. When we doubt His love, and think those thoughts
about God, we forget one very important thing - He is God. Because He is God His love is not based on
our actions, or our behavior, or even that of others. It is solely based on who God is and - God IS love. It's
the very character of Him. He loves with agape: a self-sacrificial love that keeps on giving regardless of
any response He may receive. Just as we are unable to escape the love of God, He cannot stop loving,
because it is who He is.
According to these verses in Romans chapter 8 there is nothing that can separate us from His love, even if
we are the ones that have put ourselves in those seemingly unlovable places. Think that one over.
When we learn to TRUST in His love for us, even in the middle of the situation at hand, then we can see
what the Apostle Paul expresses at the end of this scripture: "But in all these things we overwhelmingly
conquer through Him who loved us."
Overwhelmingly (we know what that is): over the top extreme, overpowering, way more than we could
understand.
Conqueror: someone who is able to "take control of, through force", "to defeat, through the use of force."
Christ did that for us! He took on a battle on our behalf, a battle that took Him to the cross and back,
because He loves us. There is victory available to each believer and follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. By
the force of His great love, He has made us more than conquerors!
We understand that tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, and sword are all very
physical things. We feel it. They affect our human bodies. Often life may look like it's going terribly
wrong, but it's imperative to remember God's word. Christ died for us out of His great love, He has
conquered the grave, He has provided new life, His love rescues us from the physical and provides
spiritual life eternal. Not to mention, He has given believers His Spirit to be our Helper until this physical
life is over.
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So, when you look at these verses and see the words "overwhelmingly conquer", do you get that he's
saying that about you? In Christ, you not only win, you overwhelmingly conquer because of His love for
you!
To know the love of God is to be free from every fear... every self incrimination... every thought of
lacking... for when we know the love of God, the rest is simply diminished. 1 John 4:18 "There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not
perfected in love."
How are we perfected in love? In the same chapter, just a few verses before, we are told that "We have
come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in
love abides in God, and God abides in Him. By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world." "As He is, so also are
we in this world."
Think about how Christ is. He's not still in the grave! He rose victorious!!! That is how He is. He sits at
the right hand of the Father declaring every believer, "not guilty". Because of that, judgment day holds
no fear for believers. We "overwhelmingly conquer through Him." Those who have a relationship with
God through the Lord Jesus Christ have been bought with His blood, we have been made conquerors
over death and eternal separation from God. Know that! Trust that!
In verse 10 it goes on to say, "We love, because He first loved us." Unlike God's agape love, we tend to
"phileo" love - based on the response of the object we love, a brotherly love, but not necessarily selfsacrificial. It's a responsive love, and that is how we typically begin loving God, by knowing He first loved
us.
Do you need more convincing that He loves you? Look at v. 9 of I John 4 - "By this the love of God was
manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through
Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins."
Propitiation, now there's a big word. Let's break it down, too. The Greek word used is 'hilasmos'. Simply
put, we owed a debt (Read Romans 6:23), a debt we could never pay. BUT THEN... God did the amazing.
Easton's Bible Dictionary says it this way: "Christ is "the propitiation," because by His becoming our
substitute and assuming our obligations He expiated our guilt, covered it, by the vicarious punishment
which He endured." It adds this: "The propitiation does not procure His love or make Him loving; it only
renders it consistent for Him to exercise His love towards sinners."
He loves with a self-sacrificial love that keeps on giving regardless of the response. You can't make Him
un-love you. He IS love. And He loves YOU deeply, enough to pay your debt and make the impossible
possible! Christ loved you all the way to the cross and back.
Father, what love You have toward us, sinners, needy people, but YOU made the impossible possible
because of Your great love. Thank You for being a God who loves. Who is love! Thank You that in Christ
there is no thing that can separate us from You. What amazing grace that He would sacrifice Himself for
us. What a price to have been paid. I'm so very grateful that in Christ's name I can come to You. Amen.
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