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It’s my privilege to share with you this morning, just a little bit of the greatest LOVE STORY ever told.  A story 
with more intrigue and mystery than Romeo and Juliet, this story is like no other because this is a TRUE LOVE 
story… and it’s about YOU.    And even though I may not know you, it’s okay, I know the Author of the story. 

We certainly don’t have time this morning to cover the whole story, as it spans from Genesis to Revelation, 
but with Easter fast approaching, I’d like to take a look at those chapters of the love story that describe that 
very first Easter, for it was a pivotal part in the relationship where the Author writes the story in a way we 
could not have imagined, it’s hard to comprehend, and confusing to those who were directly involved, but this 
is the point in the story where He PROVES His great love for YOU. 

If you’ve ever wondered does God really love ME, if you’ve ever had the thought, am I worth anything? Then 
listen to this: 

A very familiar verse to most – “For God so loved the world (that would be YOU) that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him will not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. 

The Apostle Paul wrote in the book of Romans Ch. 5:8  God demonstrated His own love toward us in that 
while were STILL sinners Christ died for us. 

You see, God doesn’t JUST love, HE IS LOVE acc. to 1 John 4:16 

God is not only Love, but He is omniscient, meaning He knows all things, and knowing that man would sin, a 
plan was put in place that would make it possible for man to reconnect to Him, a plan to redeem us.  You 
know about redeeming is right, with couponing all the rage surely you have redeemed a coupon for something 
to get a good deal on it?  Well, forget extreme couponing, this is extreme redemption.  Rom. 6:23 says the 
wages of sin is death, so to pay the cost of that sin, God made a plan, that plans name was Jesus.    

Jesus wasn’t His first and only name though.  John Ch. 1 tells us, In the beginning was the Word and the 
Word was with God and the Word was God,… and the Word became flesh and lived among us.   But why?  
Because God, Who is perfect, Holy, and Righteous can have no part of sin, and since God desires a daily, 
minute by minute relationship you, He had to provide a way for that to be possible. 

It’s certainly not possible on our own.  We are all sinners acc. to Romans 3:23, and in Isaiah we’re told our 
righteousness, even the best RIGHT thing we can do, is like filthy rags in comparison to God’s righteousness, 
there’s no way that we can be good enough on our own, especially since the first word out of our mouths, and 
tell me if I’m wrong, the first words out of our mouths as a child is usually NO.  We are by nature, sinful 
people, so God in His great love made a way.  

In Gen. 3 He promised a Savior to come and make things right.  One who would NEVER sin, although as a 
human He could have at any time. 

Phil. 2:4-9 gives some insight into Jesus, Who was in the beginning, Who was with God, Who was God -  It 
reads, “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. Have this 
attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be held on to, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, 
and being made in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” Crucifixion - One of the cruelest forms of 
death.  For not only was it a death by which your hands and feet had stakes driven through them into the 
cross timbers, but then you are jarringly placed in the ground, to hang there, until your body could no longer 
hold yourself up and as you sunk down into the weight of your feet, the air was unable to gather in your lungs, 
and you died of asphyxiation.  Crucifixion was a gruesome death to be sure.  But Jesus, out of His great love for 
You, set aside His rights and privileges as God and came to die that very kind of death for You. 
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And that brings us to the story of Easter.   

It was a dark night in the garden. It had been such a busy week, what with all the travel to come back to 
Jerusalem for the festivals, all the people so excited to see Him again, well, all except the Jewish leaders of 
course, He was just a little too imposing, not to mention a huge threat to their own power, for them to be 
excited.   But what an entrance that He had made, and what a sight it must have been with Palm branches 
waving, people laying their garments on the road, and in He rode, surrounded by His entourage of followers, 
this man on a borrowed donkey.  Excitement was running high for this Man, Jesus, to finally enter Jerusalem 
and become KING. The week flew by in a whirl with all the preparations for the two Sabbaths to take place on 
that special week of the year and the celebration of Passover arriving.   

You know how that is, all the activity, sleeping in beds that are not your own, you don’t get a lot of rest.  There 
have already been several days of this going on, and tonight had been so strange with all the talk of death, and 
betrayal.  Jesus had even washed their feet, something was very strange indeed.   After having shared supper 
with His men, Jesus says, let’s go to the garden.  It was a familiar place to them as Jesus often went to the 
garden of Olives when they were in town.   

With all that had been going on, I guess it’s no wonder that His men fell asleep in the garden, out under the 
stars, waiting for Jesus who was off to the side praying, but still, He had asked them to stay awake and to pray 
with Him.  He seemed very different tonight, well truthfully, He always seemed different, but tonight, 
something was up.  In fact, He seemed rather upset.  Listen to Matthew’s account:    

Mat 26:36  Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His disciples, "Sit here 
while I go over there and pray." 37  And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to 
be grieved and distressed. 38  Then He *said to them, "My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; 
remain here and keep watch with Me." 39  And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and 
prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will." 40  
And He *came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and *said to Peter, "So, you men could not keep 
watch with Me for one hour? 41  "Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."  42  He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, "My 
Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done."  43  Again He came and found them 
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  44  And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, 
saying the same thing once more.  45  Then He *came to the disciples and *said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. 46  "Get up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!" 47  While He was still 
speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, 
who came from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48  Now he who was betraying Him gave them a 
sign, saying, "Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him." 49  Immediately Judas went to Jesus and said, 
"Hail, Rabbi!" and kissed Him. 50  And Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you have come for." Then they 
came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him. 51  And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached 
and drew out his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52  Then Jesus *said to 
him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 53  
"Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve 
legions of angels? 54  "How then will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?"  

Jesus knew from the beginning that this is the time that He had come for.  He was there in the beginning with 
the Father when the plan was made, before He even created us.  But now was the time.  It was happening 
tonight.  The betrayal of a friend, His arrest, The public display, The court proceedings, if that’s what you could 
call them, The beatings would begin, His followers would deny even knowing Him. Tonight was the beginning 
of the end as they knew it.   And Jesus prayed.  He prayed hard.  But in the final analysis, He knew He would 
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obey, He would stick to the original plan, out of His love… for you…  It was a long night, a torturous night, all 
endured because of His great love for you.  This was the only way, No one comes to the Father but through 
Jesus Christ.  

It was in His great love that He went to the cross for you, and that He stayed on that cross.  If we know 
anything about Jesus it is that He was God.  He set aside those rights and privileges as God to come to earth 
but He could have taken up those powers at any time.  He could have vanished and escaped as He had done 
on other occasions, He could have had them killed rather than He be the One on the cross.  He could have 
called legions of angels to defend Him, and yet, He submitted to the plan, and as He hung on that cross you 
were on His mind.   It was the only way to reconcile you to a holy and just God.  The debt for our sin had to be 
paid, and HE was the only One able to write that payment for He alone was sinless.  

2 Cor. 5:21 says, He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

It was love that allowed those spikes to be driven into His hands and feet.  It was love that kept Him from 
calling down angels from heaven to assist Him.  It was love that held Him to the cross that day.  It was love 
that would cause Him to make an even more magnificent show of His love than ever before seen.   For as 
torturous as the physical betrayals, the beatings and mocking were, NOTHING was more torturous for our 
Savior than the moment as He hung there on that cross when the sky turned dark, and He cried out, Eloi, Eloi, 
Lama Sabachthani, which is a moment He Himself had never experienced before, it means, “My God, My God, 
WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”  For the very first time Jesus felt the weight of sin, and God not able to have 
any part of sin turned His back on Jesus.  

Never before had He been separated from the Holy Spirit of God for even though He set aside his rights as 
God, God’s Spirit had been with Him every day, but then… at that moment the excruciating pain of separation 
took place, God’s Spirit was removed and all that Jesus felt was the grotesque weight of the sins of the world.   
That dear ladies, is love.  

And then, the final words were uttered, “It is finished.” What blessed words those are, for the plan had been 
completed, the debt had been repaid, and Jesus says, “It is finished.”  

Of course, in hindsight we know the story wasn’t finished, just that chapter.   Sunday was coming!  And we see 
the glorious resurrection of the Savior.  Not only raised from the dead, but taking the sting of death away 
because it would no longer have power over men.  Now eternal life was made sure through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  What was promised in the garden of Eden, foretold through OT prophets, was all fulfilled.  It is finished 
indeed, but not over for us here, now we await His return.   

Jesus promised (and I think He’s proven He’s pretty good about keeping His word) that if He went away, He 
would come again.  And in the meantime He said He’ll send His Spirit to help us live in this world.  We see it in  

Joh 14:16-21  "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  
17  that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but 
you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. 18  "I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. 19  "After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, 
you will live also.  20  "In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.  21  "He 
who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved 
by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him."  

That’s His love for us: He not only died on the cross for us, not only bore the shame of our sins causing 
separation from God in that moment, but promises His Spirit to help us until He comes again for us.   
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You may be thinking, well He’s certainly taking His time in coming back, it’s been over 2000 yrs. and yes, He is 
taking His time. II Pet tells us, He’s not slow about His promises but He is patient toward you, not wishing for 
any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  Is He waiting for you?  For your loved ones?  He is not slow, 
He is patient.  And He will come again.  As sure as He fulfilled the prophecies before, He will come again.   

In the meantime, relish in His great love for you.  John 15:13 tells us “Greater love has no one than this, that 
they would lay down their life for a friend   My question to you is: Are you His friend?  V. 14 says, “you are My 
friend if you do what I have commanded you.”  So, are you His friend?   

We’re told to abide in His love, to let the love of Christ control us.    

Let me leave you with one more thing about God’s love.  If we are His, if we have accepted that gift of what 
Christ did on the cross for us, if we have accepted His love and are living in Him, then we can know this… there 
is nothing we can do, there is nothing that can happen to us that can separate us from the love of God. 

The words in Romans 8:38-39 become words of encouragement to us and you never have to doubt His love 
again.   Rom 8:38  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39  nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

There are bookmarks for each of you as a reminder of that fact.  I hope you know that to be true, that you are 
convinced a little more each day that nothing can separate you from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  

As you continue to look toward Easter I hope you will be bold to teach your children of Jesus great love, to be 
bold in living for Him.  Follow His example and be loving to others especially when they don’t deserve it.  Be 
sensible and choose Jesus for yourself, living for Him and modeling that for your children so that they too, 
learn of the great love story of Jesus. 

Let’s pray. 

If you’ve never accepted that gift that Jesus bought for you on Easter long ago, now is a good time to do that. 
With our heads bowed and eyes closed so that we are not distracted, would you even in the quietness of your 
own heart accept Him now.  There are no special words you have to recite, God knows your heart, you could 
just admit to Him that you are a sinner and that you need a Savior, and you believe that Jesus paid the price 
for your sins so that you could have a relationship with Him.  Tell Him now that you choose to live for Him 
because He died for you.   

For those of you who are already Christians, are you living as His friend?  He said, you are My friend if you do 
what I command.  Are you walking with Him, making choices that would please Him, obeying His commands?  
If not, then now is the time to confess that sin in your life to Him so that His Spirit can have rule over your 
choices.   

With heads bowed and eyes closed still, I’m going to ask you if you made a commitment to accept God’s love 
today, would you just slip up your hand so that I can continue to pray for you over the next days.  For those 
who made a commitment today, please share that with the others at your table so that they too can pray for 
you.  

Father God, thank You so much for making a way for us to have a relationship with You. Thank You for Your 
great love that sent a Savior to die in our place.  Lord God, as we leave this place, help us to live for you, to 
walk boldly, lovingly and sensibly in faith with You.  I pray this in Jesus’ name, and in gratefulness for His 
sacrificial love for us.  Amen. 


