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Li 10:30AM Livestream Worship
In the Fellowship Center

Prelude
Welcome & Greeting
Praise & Worship

Glorious Day
Call Upon the Lord
Holy Water

Message: IN THE BEGINNING: The Patriarch
"A Laughing Matter"
Genesis 18:1-15
Rev Dr Jeremy S Myers

Responding to God
Here Again

Benediction



IN THE BEGINNING: The Patriarch
Rev Di _ _  M y e r s

Genesis 18:1-15

• Fa i th  helps us see the i n
the

• G o d  will turn our  i n t o

• T h e  Lord wil le v e r y  promise in
His timing.

"A Laughing Matter"
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Sunday, March 29
10:30AM W o r s h i p  Service livestream

(www.fbchome.org/media/livestream)

All on campus activities are suspended until further notice.

COVI D-19: I f  you are quarantined or you are a high risk
individual unable to get out to get groceries, prescriptions, or
other necessities, the Board of Deacons will help you. Call the
church office at 812 522 1909 and they will take your request
and pass it along to the Deacons. I f  you need to call after office
hours, please call John Kelley, Chairman of the Deacons, at 812
216 7844.

Henderson Settlement Mission Trip has been planned for June
14-19. We will leave after the first service on Sunday around 10:30
A.M. We will start home Friday after breakfast and should arrive
home around 1:00 PM. The cost is $325. (FBC may subsidize up to
half the cost if needed.). The deadline to sign up is March 29th.
Please contact Pam Kelley or Sally Acton if you are interested.

Our Christian Love and Sympathy is extended to Christie Turner
and Glen Brock on the death of their brother and step-brother; and
to the family and loved ones of Doris Vierling on her death.

In light of the current COVID-19 crisis and our services being all
online for the time being, many have asked if we have an option for
online giving...and now we DO! You can find the link to contribute
on the front page of our website (fbchome.org). Or for our
smartphone users, you can download the Give+ app to your Apple.
or Android smartphone. We appreciate your continued support as
we endeavor to serve you during these challenging days.

http://fbchome.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=SsKSQ0-nPT_k4RByT8_3XepFZVvhinW9mtt7YruNhmz5jiCOq4HnROUp9FbE4D0c4c10n3Uu1Dq80KfHYz_mnnzp8cYWDpYYdIJaXSIJH9BnuLZhkzr9y_VwDTld7vNCOdfL12Rl83aDxIPFW80FSsj5TCsjiPkMvHYhwiiqva00wTH-jLFYN4fWPG7Ox4V5V5SHQWYz8FdGOjJgk8pd6A==&ver=3
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en_US


I'm Thinking...
It's O K  to be Afraid

My first ever mission trip was to the Bahamas. I know what many of you are thinking
right now; "Mission trip to the Bahamas, huh? Really suffered for the cause, there, didn't
you?!" It wasn't what you would be led to assume, though, for several reasons. First of
all, we didn't go to the standard islands and areas most people frequent when they head
to the Bahamas. We didn't see Grand Bahama or Nassau. Most of our time was spent on
Andros Island, which is basically a massive swamp from which the other islands get most
of their fresh water. Second, our mode of transportation and housing was unorthodox...
or, perhaps it was extra orthodox. For the entirety of our trip we lived and traveled on a
"working" sailboat. Contrary to what the name may seem to indicate on first glance,
"working" does not mean that the boat was functional and well-staffed. Rather, it would
only function provided that we staffed it. All twenty of us had come down from West
Virginia. Most of us had little to no experience operating a pontoon on a lake, let alone a
60-foot, wind-propelled, floating RV!

The first night on the boat was an absolute nightmare! Everything started out great.
We spent the morning and afternoon in a harbor in Miami, right across the dock from a
large mall and not too far away from the home stadium for the Miami Heat. The captain
and his first-mate gave us the rundown on the boat and provided us with preschool level
instruction on how to operate it. This would be vital information as we would be the ones
sailing the ship through the night. Of course, we all thought that was the coolest thing
ever. WE WERE WRONG!

When it came time to head out to sea, the captain asked if any of us had experience
driving a boat. My wife, Robyn, grew up on a lake and had been driving boats from the
time she was able to see over the bow of the boat, so she was voluntold to take the
wheel. She was a natural; the captain said as much. She made it look so easy. As we got
further away from land and subsequent crew members took the wheel, all illusions of
smooth sailing vanished. The waves kept getting bigger and bigger. At times they would
hit the boat so hard that supplies would fly off of shelves, hatches would snap open, and
it would feel as if the boat were falling apart. To make matters worse, seasickness began
to set in for many of us, myself included. I found myself lying on the deck with my head
over the side of the boat, holding onto a post for dear life as I hurled the contents of my
stomach into the sea. I was absolutely terrified. I was in an unknown and uncontrollable
environment, and there was a very real element of danger in that moment. It wasn't
that I didn't have faith in the captain. It wasn't that I didn't believe in the integrity of
our vessel. I simply needed to learn how to appropriately and productively function in my
new reality.

This is where most of us find ourselves today. We are in the midst of an unknown and
uncontrollable reality. None of us have experienced a worldwide pandemic or a societal
shutdown of this magnitude. These are untested waters for all of us. We are often led to
believe that fear is a bad thing, or even a sin, to put it in Christian terms. I would argue,
though, that fear is part of our God-given common sense. I would argue that there are
many cases when some level of trepidation or fear is not only natural, but actually wise.
Proverbs 9:10 tells us, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom." Fear, then,
isn't unmitigated terror, nor is it an irrational emotional response. Rather, fear is a
respect for the power and gravity of a person, place, or situation.

It was right for me to have a healthy sense of fear on the sailboat. Had I fallen off in
those high seas in the middle of the night while puking my guts out, it would have been a
life-threatening situation. My fear on the boat led me to be aware of the waves that
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were coming my way. It led me to position myself behind the post as I clung to it. It made
me aware of the location of other passengers who were in a similar position to make sure
they were safe as well. In the midst of this pandemic, i t  is appropriate to have some degree
of concern about the impact this infection will have on our world. They key, however, is
that we don't allow the fear to control our actions, causing us to contribute to the chaos.
Instead, we should allow our fear to inform our understanding of the situation, leading us
to make wise choices for ourselves and others. We should listen to the advice of
government officials and medical experts. We should limit our in-person interactions with
others outside of our households. We should be aware of the needs and concerns of our
friends, family, and neighbors and seek to help in safe and appropriate ways.

A passage that has been used quite frequently lately is II Timothy 1:7. It  reads, "For the
Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline
(NIV)." I like this rendering better than fear. I t  seems to f i t  the context better. It moves
beyond the emotions to actions. I t  speaks to what drives our actions. The truth is we have
to keep living through whatever circumstances come our way. Our actions in the midst of
uncertain and uncontrollable times, frightening as they may be, must be informed by a
spirit of love for God and others, executed with a semblance of self-control, with faith that
God will bring us through. It's ok to be scared. I t  is wise to have a certain amount of
respect for the severity of our current reality. Our fear should inform our actions, not
control them.

Grace and Peace,

Contact Sarah Fox at 216-2392 to volunteer in Children's Church anytime this year.
Easter Lilies: I f  you want to sponsor a lily to decorate the Sanctuary and Fellowship
Center for Easter, please call the office before April 1. The cost is $8. You may take your
lily home later.
College Students: (please remember in your prayers and with a card or note on their
birthday). Marissa Reedy (March 4)820 S. Clarizz Blvd., Bloomington, IN 47401;

Lexi Hunt (March 27)824 Berkely Road, Indianapolis, IN 46208
Shut-ins for March: (please remember in your prayers and with a card or visit)

Jessie Kleber, Shields Crossing, 633 Miller Lane *1C; Doris Cooksey, 731 Brookwood Ct.;
Myron & Berniece Smith, 605 Redding Road.

Pastoral Care on Weekends: If you need emergency pastoral care after hours this week,
contact Pastor Larry (812 372-7697) or the Deacon of the Week, David Murphy, 521-1679.
Pray for Our Known Sick: Pauline Crawford, Bill Hatton, Carol Hart, Martha McIntire,

Janet Abney, Tom & Rita Hinners

Last Sunday, March 22, 2020
Attendance: T h e  tents Treasury:
10:30AM LiveStream Worship1 5 5  online live viewers T o t a l  Receipts$ 4 5 9 0

OUR PASTORAL TEAM
Dr. Jeremy Myers, Senior Pastor - jeremy@fbchome.org
Larry Tingle, Assistant Pastor - larry@fbchome.org
Mike Lyon, Pastor of Family -  rrnikeefbchome.org
Nathan Parker, Pastor of Worship and Media - nathanefbchome.org

505 Community Dr I Seymour, IN 47274
For more information, visit us online at www.fbchome.org,

call the office 812.522.1909 (9AM-4PM, M-F), or email carolefbchome org.


