
Vol. LX                               June 26, 2022                               No. 26



10:30AM Worship In the Sanctuary & Online

Gathering Music 
  Jeanne Nichols 

Welcome and Announcements 
  Mikayla Myers 

Praise & Worship 
  At Calvary 
  Reckless Love 
  Homecoming 
   
Message 
  ROMANS: I Pledge Allegiance 
  Justification for All 
  Romans 5 
  Rev. Dr. Jeremy S. Myers 
  
Song of Response 
  Death Was Arrested 

Celebration of Baptism 

Benediction 
  Rev. Dr. Jeremy S. Myers 

Our Current Series 



ROMANS: I Pledge Allegiance 
Rev. Dr. Jeremy S. Myers

Jus$fica$on	for	All	
Romans	5	

• Jus+fica+on	opens	avenues	for	the	__________	of	
ci+zenship	in	God’s	Kingdom.	

• The	manner	through	which	God	secured	our	jus+fica+on	is	
the	clearest	__________	of	His	love	for	humanity.	

• What	humanity	__________,	Jesus	made	__________.	



Much like most other elementary schools throughout these United States, trips to the 
library were a regular part of our schedule. I can still see the layout of the library in my 
mind’s eye. In my early years, I was not what you would call an avid reader. I was never 
diagnosed with ADD, or any of those lists of letters that indicated it, but attention was not a 
form of capital of which I had an abundance. So, when we made our obligatory trips to the 
library, I was looking for something shiny and new with a copious number of pictures. In my 
young mind, the cover was key. If it had bright colors, slick illustrations, and an exciting title 
on a glossy dust jacket, whatever was inside had to be equally epic. I can’t remember how 
many trips to the library I took or how many flashy covers I took home before I realized my 
logic was flawed, but it was more than would be considered reasonable. Contrary to what I 
believed, a cool cover and an amazing title didn’t translate into an equally epic and engaging 
story. 

In one corner of the library, there was a shelf full of tattered books with dull, faded colors. 
If they had illustrations on them, they were poorly drawn. The titles were boring and bland. 
But, after several trips to the library, I realized that most of my more academically inclined 
classmates were checking out those books. By this time, I had decided reading wasn’t for me, 
so it didn’t really matter what book I checked out. If I couldn’t be smart, I could at least look 
smart, so I randomly grabbed the most tattered and torn, dull brown book I could find and 
checked it out. I knew I would have to read for 15 minutes, but I figured I could fake it for 
that long for the positive optics. As it turned out, I didn’t have to fake it. The book was the 
story of Jim Bowie, and I couldn’t stop reading it. It is the first book I can remember reading 
in its entirety. From then on, those books with dull, dirty looking covers became my favorite 
books. I learned, through experience, an oft cited truism: “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” 

One of the oldest known usages of this phrase is found in an 1867 edition of the Piqua 
Democrat newspaper. The paper warned its readers, “Don’t judge a book by its cover, see a 
man by his cloth, as there is often a good deal of solid worth and superior skill underneath a 
jacket and yaller pants.” It is a lesson that is more often preached than practiced, particularly 
in the internet age. We are inundated by glossy, finely edited images at every turn. But the 
hard truth is, we don’t need the medias help to evaluate others and develop opinions of others 
based upon externals. Humanity has been judging books by their covers throughout all of 
history. 

The Bible contains many examples of this principle at work, not the least of which is the 
story of David. In 1 Samuel 16, the prophet Samuel invites David’s father and seven brothers 
to a dinner to determine a new king of the nation of Israel. Samuel, upon seeing the oldest 
brother, believes he’s seen all he needs to see. But, the Lord God encourages Samuel to 
exercise some caution. The Lord says, “Do not consider his appearance or his height… The 
Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.” What’s most interesting about this statement is that David’s own 
family had done exactly what the Lord says people do. David’s own family looked at the 
proverbial cover of his book and determined he wasn’t even worthy of a seat at the dinner 
table with polite company. Where everyone else only saw a punk kid, God saw a king in the 
making. 

It is so easy for us to judge books by their covers, both those that sit on shelves and those 
that sit in seats. But, what we see rarely tells the whole story. Almost always, there is much 
more than meets the eye, on the inside. With books, I have learned that it is those with 
tattered covers, dirty and torn pages, highlighted lines, and notes in the margins that contain 
the most interesting stories with the greatest lessons to share. My experiences with people 
have been much the same. Those that the world often sees as “less-than” have more to offer 
than we could ever imagine. “Don’t judge a book by is cover.” Take the time to get inside 
and see what story lies underneath. It may not look like much on the outside, but there could 
be kings and queens within.

Don’t Judge a Book by its Cover by Rev. Dr. Jeremy S Myers



EXPERIENCE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SEYMOUR

Sunday, June 26 
      9:15AM Sunday School for all ages 
   10:30AM Morning Worship (In Person and online)  
     5:00PM The Attic ReMix @ the Cash’s 
Tuesday, June 28 
   10:00AM  GriefShare 

 Noah’s Ark Preschool is 
enrolling now for the 2022-23 
school year. Registration forms 
can be picked up in the office or 
printed from the church website.

Not too late to join! 
A new 13-week GriefShare class 
kicked off recently. It meets 
Tuesdays at 10AM, led by Joyce 
Corya (in partnership with 
Schneck Medical Center). 
Registration is preferred but not 
required. Contact the church 
office to register or just come to 
the class on Tuesday.
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Next Business Meeting: 
There will be a called business meeting after the worship 
service on Sunday, June 26th.

Baptism Sunday is June 26

We already have several people who 
are planning to be baptized that day, 
but there’s room for more! If you are 

ready to take your next step with 
Jesus in baptism, please talk to Dr J!

Do you have a key? 

If you have borrowed a church key for 

any reason and haven’t returned it 
yet, please get it back in to the office 

ASAP as we have run out!



505 Community Dr | Seymour, IN 47274 
For more information, visit us online at www.fbchome.org, 

call the office 812.522.1909 (9AM-4PM, M-F), or email office@fbchome.org.

Pastoral Care on Weekends:  If you need emergency pastoral care after hours 
this week, contact Pastor Larry at (812 372 7697). 

Pray for Our Known Sick: Glen Brock, Doug Spicer, Kathy Coffelt, Karla Lee, 
Debbie Schrink, Tony Schrink, Greg Prange, Bill Bracker, Gerald Ault, Jean 
Howard, Myron Smith, Ron Schrader 

SS Nursery June 26:  Robyn Myers 
Nursery June 26:  Stephanie Shipp, Yogi Fouts, Kylei Nichols 
Children’s Church Workers June 26:  Alicia Reedy 
Shut-in of the Month for June:   Mary Smith, Seymour Place, 2288 Nicholas Ct., 

Seymour, IN.  47274. Please remember her in your prayers and with a card or 
visit.   

College Student for June:  Victoria Ewing celebrates her birthday June 2nd.  
 Please remember her in your prayers and with a card (900 W. McDonald St., 

Seymour, IN, 47274) 
Congratulations to Jeremy and Kelsey Kleber on the birth of their daughter, 

Kambry Sloane Kleber, born June 8 (and to Karla Shutters, the proud grandma!).

Current Opportunities to Serve 
• Help sanding the baptistry 
• Join the Voice of Praise Choir 
• Serve as a Children’s Church leader 
Contact the FBC Office (812-522-1909 or office@fbchome.org) to serve!

Last Sunday, June 19, 2022 
 Offering   Attendance 
 Total Receipts………………………..$7,781.19  Sunday School……………….. 78     
    Morning Worship…………. 185 

OUR PASTORAL TEAM 
Rev. Dr. Jeremy Myers, Senior Pastor - jeremy@fbchome.org 
Rev. Larry Tingle, Assistant Pastor - larry@fbchome.org 
Nathan Parker, Pastor of Worship and Media - nathan@fbchome.org
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