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10:30AM Worship 
 Online

Gathering Music 
Welcome & Announcements 
Praise & Worship 
 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 O Holy Night 
Message:  FEAR NOT:  How Would You Respond? 
    Matthew 1:18-25 
    Pastor Mike Lyon
Celebration of Communion 
 Christmas Offering 
Benediction 



EXPERIENCE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SEYMOUR
Sunday, December 6 
 10:30AM   Morning Worship (no Sunday School)  
  Our worship service will be streamed live on all of our channels:  
www.fbchome.org/media/livestream 
   5:00PM   Board of Deacons In-Person and by Zoom) 
5:30-6:15PM  The Attic Youth In-Person for Middle School Students 
6:30-7:30PM  The Attic Youth In-Person for High School Students 
Wednesday, December 9 
      5:30PM   Board of Christian Education Zoom Meeting  
    6:30PM  Virtual Bible Study 
Thursday, December 10 
12:30-5:30PM  American Red Cross Blood Drive in Fellowship Center 
     6:30PM   BGs Circle with Judy Turner 
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You can find the link to contribute on the front 
page of our website (fbchome.org). Or, for our 
smartphone users, you can download the 
Give+ app to your Apple or Android 
smartphone. We appreciate your continued 
support as we endeavor to serve you during 
these challenging days.

This Sunday, we encourage you to have elements ready to celebrate 
communion with us. Traditionally, it is some form of juice and bread or 
cracker, but in a pinch, we’re sure the Lord would be ok with you using what 
you have available. Ultimately, that was part of the point of the elements that 
Christ chose. He used two elements that would have been used at any meal 
in that day. So, prepare your elements, prepare your hearts, and join together  
with us through remembering the great sacrifice Christ made for us. May it 
remind us of the great promise of God and the redemption and restoration 
that is ours through His grace.

http://fbchome.org
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en_US
http://www.fbchome.org/
http://fbchome.org
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en_US
http://www.fbchome.org/


I’m Thinking… by Rev Dr Jeremy S Myers 

Say Something Good 

  “If you can’t say something nice, don’t say nothing at all.” I have the utmost confidence 
that all of us have either heard or uttered some variation of this phrase at some point in 
our lives. While the grammatical integrity of the statement is suspect, the personal 
integrity it encourages is above reproach. 
  Generally, when the phrase is utilized in conversation it will be directly preceded by “My 
grandma/mom always used to tell me…” You may or may not know that these words of 
wisdom came not from some wise-sage matriarch, but from an animated rabbit. The phrase 
comes from the Disney movie Bambi. After making a critical comment about the movie’s 
title character, the young bunny Thumper is asked what his father told him that morning, 
at which point he recites the aforementioned phrase. It turns out, the phrase is actually 
known as “Thumper’s Rule.” It’s a rule of which we need reminded early and often in our 
current cultural climate. 
  It’s undeniable that saying nothing is better than saying something that is unnecessarily 
unkind, abrasive, and/or offensive. As a pastor, I am perfectly aware that there are times 
and places when and where we must speak inconvenient and uncomfortable truths. I am 
also very aware that we use the need to “be real” and to “speak the truth in love” as 
validations for speaking ungracious words in unhelpful ways. Many times, we would be wise 
to keep our thoughts to ourselves. I wonder, however, if at times our silence doesn’t speak 
volumes? Are there really so few nice things to say that we can’t come up with something? 
  I think part of the problem is that we have developed a bad habit of defaulting to the 
derogatory. We have become so polarized that anytime we’re in a conversation and we 
come to a point of divergence, we immediately begin assigning various categorical labels to 
those with whom we are speaking. Many of us have decided it’s just too dangerous to 
engage in the discussion, whatever it may be. Dangerous because of what may be said to us 
and what we may say to others, so we opt for silence. But, I believe the silence is not 
helping to heal our communities. Perhaps it simply provides another means of marginalizing 
those with whom we don’t agree and communicating what we think of them in a socially 
acceptable manner. 
  One of my colleagues here at First Baptist has a saying he often shares. He likes to say, 
“You never go wrong when you say something encouraging.” While the defensive, 
combative side of me wants to say that’s too soft, I think he might be right. In all honesty, 
our world could use a little more softness. Rather than the indifference of silence, our 
world could use the sound of gracious, compassionate kindness. 
In Ephesians 4:29-32 the Apostle Paul writes, 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 
who listen… Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along 
with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
one another. 

  These verses draw all of the principles I’m presenting into one nice, neat little package. 
We are encouraged to silence the harsh and harmful words that so easily come to mind, but 
we are also to speak words of encouragement in an effort to help meet the needs of 
others. We are to take care not to speak with bitterness, anger, and untrue assumptions.  
Rather, we are to let kindness, compassion, and forgiveness guide our treatment of others. 
  I am fully aware that there are times when silence is the best we can do, but we should 
seek to do better. If we want to see healing in our homes, communities, and the world at 
large we cannot content ourselves with silence that is at best indifferent and at worst 
condescending. We must learn to speak encouragement to one another. It’s not enough to 
not say something bad, we need to remember to say something good. 



OUR PASTORAL TEAM 
Dr. Jeremy Myers, Senior Pastor - jeremy@fbchome.org 
Larry Tingle, Assistant Pastor - larry@fbchome.org 
Mike Lyon, Pastor of Family Life - mike@fbchome.org 
Nathan Parker, Pastor of Worship and Media - nathan@fbchome.org

505 Community Dr | Seymour, IN 47274 
For more information, visit us online at www.fbchome.org, 

call the office 812.522.1909 (9AM-4PM, M-F), or email carol@fbchome.org.

Last Sunday, November 29, 2020 
 The Lord’s Treasury:   
 Total Receipts………………………..$ 11,126.00

Pastoral Care on Weekends: If you need emergency pastoral care after hours this week,  
contact Pastor Larry (812 372-7697). 
Pray for Our Known Sick:  Bill Hatton, Billy Barker, Gail Reynolds, Sam Shearer, John Smith,    
 Mary Hall, 

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021 is now posted on the bulletin board across from the office. 
  If you wish to sponsor the flowers, the cost is $12.50 for the small arrangement and $35 
for a large arrangement.  Please indicate if it is for a special occasion, and include your 
name and phone number.   

Shut-ins of the Month for December:  Sam & Bonnie Shearer, 615 Meadowbrook Drive; 
  Mary Newmister, 827 Freedom Drive;  Rosanna Briner, Hoosier Christian Village, 621 S. 
Sugar St, Brownstown, IN;  

College Student’s Birthday:  Tanner Mead, 201 E. 15th Street, will celebrate his birthday 
on January 26.  Please remember him in your prayers and with a card. 

Boxes for the Deacons’ Christmas Food Drive will be available  in the office from 
9:00AM to 1:00PM Monday through Friday for members and friends to fill with 
needed items.  Please note the Deacons will purchase the hams.  Monetary 
donations to the Deacons’ Christmas Fund can also be made to purchase perishable 
items.  Boxes should be returned to church on Sunday, December 13.   

AB Women’s Ministries’ $500 Scholarship:  Applications are available in the office, or at 
the Welcome Centers and must be postmarked by February 15, 2021. 
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