
Order of Worship – Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 8, 2022 
 

Gathering Hymn [9:30] – Children of the Heavenly Father    [ELW 781, all] 
            

Greeting 
L – Alleluia, Christ is risen 
C – Christ is risen indeed.  
L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  
C - And also with you. 
 
Canticle of Praise – This Is the Feast of Victory    ELW Setting 4, p. 149 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

Prayer of the Day 
God of freedom, Paul and Silas worshiped you, even when they were flogged and imprisoned. 
Transform our hearts so that we may also rejoice in you at all times and in all situations, 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 
 
Piano Solo by Suzanne Bowen  [9:30 only] – O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 
 

Acts 16:16-34 
One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling. While she followed 
Paul and us, she would cry out, “These men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to 
you a way of salvation.” She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, 
turned and said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it 
came out that very hour.  



But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the marketplace before the authorities. When they had brought them 
before the magistrates, they said, “These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews and are 
advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered 
them to be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw them into 
prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. Following these instructions, he put them in 
the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks.  
 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the 
prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
unfastened. When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped.  
 
But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” The jailer called 
for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them 
outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  
 
They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. At the same hour of 
the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized 
without delay. He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his 
entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.  
 

Message 
 
Hymn of the Day [9:30] – The Church of Christ, in Every Age     ELW 729 vss 1, 3, 5 

 
The Prayers 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 
people in need, and all of creation. Each petition ends with the words, God, in your mercy—
and you are invited to respond, hear our prayer. 

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing trust, 
unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose environments are 
dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper your creation for 
the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn this Mother’s Day. Accompany those 
yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to receive 
your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. Set people in their path who 
can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our 
understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Lord, we present before you all those listed in our prayer concerns and celebrations. 
And now, in this moment of silence, we name before you those whom you have specifically 
placed upon our hearts. [5 seconds of silence] God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Communion Hymn [9:30] – As the Grains of Wheat   ELW 465 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 L – The Lord be with you.   C – And also with you. 
 L – Lift up your hearts.   C – We lift them to the Lord. 
 L – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C – It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 
Sending Hymn – Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364 vs 1 
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