
Order of Worship – Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation Sunday 
Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 15, 2022 
 

 

Gathering Hymn [9:30] – Alleluia! Sing to Jesus    [ELW 392, 1 & 4] 
            

Greeting 
L – Alleluia, Christ is risen 
C – Christ is risen indeed.  
L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  
C - And also with you. 
 
Canticle of Praise – This Is the Feast of Victory    ELW Setting 4, p. 149 

 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 
and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing and honor and glory and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, 
for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.  

 

Prayer of the Day 
   We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth. You led 
your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. Your Son was 
baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. You pour out your Holy Spirit to 
renew the face of the earth. 
   Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. Renew us in your promise so that we may 
serve this world in all its need; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 
Piano Solo by Suzanne Bowen  [9:30 only] – Be Not Afraid 
 



Acts 17:16-31 

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So he 
argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the marketplace every day with those 
who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated with him. Some said, “What 
does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities.” (This was 
because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.) So they took him and brought him to 
the Areopagus and asked him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds 
rather strange to us, so we would like to know what it means.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living 
there would spend their time in nothing but telling or hearing something new.  

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an 
altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 
himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, 
‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”  

 

Message 
 
Hymn of the Day [9:30] – Let All Things Now Living     ELW 881 both verses 

 
Rite of Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism 
 
The Prayers 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, 
people in need, and all of creation. Each petition ends with the words, God, in your mercy—
and you are invited to respond, hear our prayer. 

Loving God, as the church cares for one another, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our 
own prejudices or desires. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. Urge us 
toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, 



hear our prayer. 
 
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their 
attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress. As Christ enters our deepest suffering, 
remain with those experiencing despair and great need. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us, 
convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let 
everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each 
person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful Lord, we present before you all those listed in our prayer concerns and celebrations. 
And now, in this moment of silence, we name before you those whom you have specifically 
placed upon our hearts. [5 seconds of silence] God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Communion Hymn [9:30] – Bread of Life from Heaven     ELW 474 vss 1, 4-5 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 L – The Lord be with you.   C – And also with you. 
 L – Lift up your hearts.   C – We lift them to the Lord. 
 L – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C – It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 
Sending Hymn – Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364 vs 1 
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