Order of Worship – 21st Sunday after Pentecost: Oct. 17, 2021
Greeting
L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C - And also with you.

Psalm 139:1-10, 23-24
L - O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
C - You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
L - you discern my thoughts from far away.
C - You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.
L - Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.
C - You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
L - Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.
C - Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence?
L - If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
C - if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
L - If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
C - even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me fast.
L - Search me, O God, and know my heart;
C - test me and know my thoughts.
L - See if there is any wicked way in me,
C - and lead me in the way everlasting.

Prayer of the Day
Lord God, in the stillness of the night you called Samuel into your service. Call us into service with
a voice we are able to hear, and give us hearts to respond when we are called; through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Piano Solo by Suzanne Bowen

[9:30 only] – Shepherd Me, O God

1 Samuel 3:1-21
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the
temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he
said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did
not call; lie down again.”

So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I
am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said
to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.’”
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as
before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”
Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both
ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he
did not restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here
I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you
and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him
everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good
to him.”
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. The
Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the
word of the Lord.
Reader: This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Great Thanksgiving
L – The Lord be with you.
C – And also with you.
L – Lift up your hearts.
C – We lift them to the Lord.
L – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C – It is right to give our thanks and praise.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

