
Order of Worship – Epiphany Sunday, January 2, 2022 
 

Greeting 
L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  
C - And also with you. 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6  
L - Arise, shine; for your light has come,  
C - and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
L - For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;  
C - but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  
L - Nations shall come to your light,  
C - and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  
L - Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.  
C - Then you shall see and be radiant;  
L - your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,  
C - the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  
L - A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
C - all those from Sheba shall come.  
L - They shall bring gold and frankincense,  
C - and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.  
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son by the brilliant shining 
of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts and over all lands, and accept our 
lives as the treasure we offer in your praise and for your service, through Jesus  
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
Piano Solo by Suzanne Bowen  [9:30 only] –       
 

Matthew 2:1-12 
The Visit of the Wise Men 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  



 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the 
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

The Escape to Egypt 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.’  

The Massacre of the Infants 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and 
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to 
the time that he had learned from the wise men.  

The Return from Egypt 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
seeking the child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went 
to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’  

Reader: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 L – The Lord be with you.   C – And also with you. 
 L – Lift up your hearts.   C – We lift them to the Lord. 
 L – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C – It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
 



 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sending Hymn –  As with Gladness Men of Old  ELW 302 
 

As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold; 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore be led by thee. 
 
 In the heav'nly country bright 
 need they no created light; 
 thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
 thou its sun which goes not down; 
 there forever may we sing 
 alleluias to our king. 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 

  
 


