
Order of Worship – 9th Sunday after Pentecost: July 25, 2021 
 

Greeting 
L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  
C - And also with you. 
 

Psalm 138 
L – I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;  
C - I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name  
L - for your steadfast love and your faithfulness;  
C - for you have exalted your name and your word above everything.  
L - On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.  
C - All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of 

your mouth.  
L - They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.  
C - For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from 

far away.  
L - Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies;  
C - you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.  
L - The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.  
C - Do not forsake the work of your hands.  
 

Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your word 
and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven 
and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

Piano Solo by Suzanne Bowen  [9:30 only] – Grace Greater Than Our Sin  - Julia Johnson and Daniel Towner 
Where sin increased, grace increased all the more—Rom. 5:20 

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt! 
Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, There where the blood of the Lamb was spilt, 

                 Refrain: 
Grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that will pardon and cleanse within, 

Grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 

Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold, Threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
Grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, Points to the refuge, the mighty cross. 

Refrain 
Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace, Freely bestowed on all who believe! 

You that are longing to see His face, Will you this moment His grace receive? 
Refrain 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  



 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all. But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift.  
 
Therefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts 
to his people.” (When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended 
into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all 
the heavens, so that he might fill all things.)  
 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.  
 
We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we 
must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 
properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  
 
Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
Reader: A reading from the Gospel of John, the 15th chapter:        [John 15:1-4] 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 
cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.”  
 
Reader: The Gospel of our Lord.  Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 L – The Lord be with you. C – And also with you. 
 L – Lift up you hearts.  C – We lift them to the Lord. 
 L – Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C – It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 


