Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2026
Lord of Life Lutheran Church

WELCOME
HYMN Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing #807

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



PSALM: Psalm 23

0 . .
A — . — — > P S———
' : o — — 2 P e 4 o o
o v T |
The Lorp is my  shep-herd; I shall not be in want.
' The Lord is my shepherd;

I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3 You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“ Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. R

> You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. R

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25
91t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 2° If you
endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and
suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called, because Christ also
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
22 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself
to the one who judges justly. * He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. % For you were going astray like sheep, but
now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. * The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know
his voice. > They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” © Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. ® All who came before
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. ° T am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be
saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

SERMON
MUSICAL OFFERING Suzanne Bowen
HYMN OF THE DAY Shepherd Me, O God #780

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
THE PRAYERS
SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERTORY You Satisfy the Hungry Heart refrain, vs. 4, refrain #484

OFFERTORY PRAYER



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil;
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

COMMUNION BLESSING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine #1774

THE BLESSING
May you be strengthened to witness and work for God’s justice, truth, and peace.

SENDING
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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