Second Sunday of Easter
April 12, 2026
Lord of Life Lutheran Church

WELCOME
HYMN We Walk by Faith

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.
You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.

Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt,
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON



PSALM: Psalm 16
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In your pres-ence there is full - ness of joy.

! Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3 But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
41 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips. R

>0 Lord, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
® My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
7T will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
81 have set the Lord always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. R

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
19For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
1You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. R

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead # and into an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, > who are being protected by the power of God through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. ¢ In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have
had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed. 3 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the outcome of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

Y When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2° After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ! Jesus said to
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2* If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. ?° So the
other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. *! But
these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

SERMON
MUSICAL OFFERING Suzanne Bowen
HYMN OF THE DAY The Risen Christ #390

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERTORY You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
OFFERTORY PRAYER

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.

refrain, vs. 2, refrain #484

Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil;

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
COMMUNION BLESSING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

THE BLESSING
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May you be strengthened to witness and work for God’s justice, truth, and peace.

SENDING
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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