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PRELUDE 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

GATHERING HYMN – “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  vss 1, 3, 4   ELW 351 

ISAIAH 53:3-9, 12 
  3He was despised and rejected by others; 
 a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
 and as one from whom others hide their faces  
 he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
  4Surely he has borne our infirmities 
 and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
 struck down by God, and afflicted. 
  5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
 crushed for our iniquities; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
 and by his bruises we are healed. 
  6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
 we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LORD has laid on him 
 the iniquity of us all. 
  7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
 yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
 so he did not open his mouth. 
  8By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
 Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
 stricken for the transgression of my people. 
  9They made his grave with the wicked 
 and his tomb with the rich,  
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 although he had done no violence, 
 and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
  12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, 
 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
 because he poured out himself to death, 
 and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
 and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray, 
ALL Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself. Grant that 

we who have been born out of his wounded side may at all times find mercy in him, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN  
Musical Interlude – Even When He Is Silent – St. Olaf Choir 
 
THE FIRST READING – John 18:12-27 
A candle is extinguished. 
Musical Interlude – “The Power of the Cross” – Kristyn Getty 
 
THE SECOND READING – John 18:28-40 
A candle is extinguished. 
Musical Interlude – “Ah, Holy Jesus” – arr. by Timothy Shaw 
 
THE THIRD READING – John 19:1-16a 
A candle is extinguished. 
Musical Interlude – “The Wonderful Cross” – by Chris Tomlin and Matt Redman 
 
THE FOURTH READING – John 19:16b-27 
A candle is extinguished. 
Musical Interlude – “Silently” – by Tatiana 
 
THE FIFTH READING – John 19:28-30 
Musical Interlude – "We Praise Thee" – Chesnokov 
A candle is extinguished. 
SILENCE IS KEPT 
 
THE SIXTH READING – John 19:31-37 
A candle is extinguished. 
Musical Interlude – “Behold the Wood of the Cross” – by the St. Louis Jesuits 
 
THE SEVENTH READING – John 19:32-42 
As the Christ Candle is removed, closing music of JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  
Silence is kept. 
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MUSIC OF REFLECTION – “Rise Again” – Dallas Holm     
DEPART IN SILENCE  
 

A Note on the Good Friday Liturgy 
At the heart of the Good Friday Liturgy is the passion according to John, which proclaims Jesus as a 
triumphant king who reigns from the cross.  The ancient title for this day  - The Triumph of the Cross  -
 reminds us that the church gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion and 
to find strength and hope in the tree of life.   
 

Notes	on	the	Music	
	

• “Even	When	He	Is	Silent”	–	music	by	Kim	André	Arnesen;	performed	by	the	St.	Olaf	Choir,	
St.	Olaf	College,	Northfield,	Minnesota—a	college	of	the	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	
America;	Anton	Armstrong,	Director.	The	text	was	found	in	a	concentration	camp	after	
World	War	2.	It	speaks	to	Luther’s	Theology	of	the	Cross,	fitting	for	Good	Friday.	

I	believe	in	the	sun,	even	when	it's	not	shining.	
I	believe	in	love,	even	when	I	feel	it	not.	
I	believe	in	God,	even	when	He	is	silent.	

	
• “The	Power	of	the	Cross”	–	a	contemporary	Christian	arrangement	performed	by	Kristyn	

Getty.	
	 	
	 Oh	to	see	the	dawn	of	the	darkest	day;	Christ	on	the	road	to	Calvary	
	 Tried	by	sinful	men,	torn	and	beaten	then,	nailed	to	a	cross	of	wood.	
	 [Chorus]	This	is	the	power	of	the	cross:	Christ	became	sin	for	us;	
	 Took	the	blame,	bore	the	wrath;	we	stand	forgiven	at	the	cross.	
	
	 Oh	to	see	the	pain	written	on	your	face,	bearing	the	awesome	weight	of	sin.	
	 Ev’ry	bitter	thought,	ev’ry	evil	deed,	crowning	your	bloodstained	brow.	
	 Now	the	daylight	flees,	now	the	ground	beneath		
	 Quakes	as	its	maker	bows	his	head;	curtain	torn	in	two,		
	 Dead	now	raised	to	life;	finished	the	vict’ry	cry.	[Chorus]	
	
	 Oh	to	see	my	name	written	in	the	wounds,	for	through	your	suffering		
	 I	am	free;	death	is	crushed	to	death;	life	is	mine	to	live	
	 Won	through	your	selfless	love.	
	 This	the	power	of	the	cross,	Son	of	God	slain	for	us	
	 What	love,	what	a	cost;	we	stand	forgiven	at	the	cross.	
	

• “Ah,	Holy	Jesus”	–	a	choral	arrangement	by	Timothy	Shaw,	based	on	the	ELW	hymn	#349.	
	

• “The	Wonderful	Cross”	–	a	contemporary	Christian	song	written	and	performed	by	Chris	
Tomlin	and	Matt	Redman;	based	on	the	traditional	hymn	“When	I	Survey	the	Wondrous	
Cross”	[ELW	#803].		
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Chorus:	Oh	the	wonder	of	the	cross,	Oh	the	wonder	of	the	cross;	
	 	 		Bids	me	come	and	die,	and	find	that	I	may	truly	live.	
	 	 		Oh	the	wonder	of	the	cross,	Oh	the	wonder	of	the	cross;	
	 	 		All	who	gather	here	by	grace	draw	near	and	bless	your	name.	
	 	

• “Silently”	–	performed	by	Tatiana;	this	is	a	song	that	tells	of	Mary’s	anguish—Mary,	the	
Mother	of	our	Lord.	She	watches	as	her	son	carries	his	cross	to	Calvary,	where	at	the	foot	of	
the	cross	she	will	hear	her	son	give	her	into	the	care	of	the	beloved	disciple,	John:	Woman,	
here	is	your	son—here	is	your	mother.	

	
• “We	Praise	Thee”		-	Chesnokov;	Russian	Orthodox	Chant	with	basso	profundo.	

	
We	sing	to	You,	
we	praise	You,	
we	thank	You,	O	Lord,	
and	we	pray	to	You,	our	God.	

	
• “Behold	the	Wood	of	the	Cross”	–	sung	by	the	St.	Louis	Jesuits.	A	traditional	part	of	the	

Good	Friday	liturgy	has	been	the	Adoration	of	the	Cross.	
	 	
	 Behold,	behold,	the	wood	of	the	cross,	
	 On	which	is	hung	our	salvation—Oh,	come	let	us	adore.	
	
	 Unless	a	grain	of	wheat	shall	fall	upon	the	ground	and	die,	
	 It	shall	remain	but	a	single	grain	and	not	give	life.	Behold,	behold	.	.	.		
	
	 And	when	my	hour	of	glory	comes,	as	all	was	meant	to	be,	
	 You	shall	see	me	lifted	up	upon	a	tree.	Behold,	behold	.	.	.	
 

 
 

Easter Sunday Schedule 
8:15 Worship 

 8:45 Breakfast 
9:30 Worship 
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