
 Christmas Eve   
  
December 24, 2021; 5:00 PM 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church 
Renton, WA 
 

+     +     + 
 

Gathering Music 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Christmas Prelude: Still, Still, Still [German Carol]              Suzanne Bowen 
 

Bell 
 

Gathering Hymn – O Come, All Ye Faithful      ELW 283 
 

O come, all ye faithful, 
 joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
 come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
 
Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

 Sing, choirs of angels, 
 sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
 Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
 
 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
 born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 
 Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2 
 
Greeting 
L - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  
C - And also with you. 
  
L – When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman,  
C – born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law. 
L - so that we might receive adoption as children—and because we are children,  
C - God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba! Father!   
L – Jesus said, ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.’ 
C – Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 



L – For to us is born this day in the city of David, a Savior who is Christ the Lord.  
C – Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
L – Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.  
C – Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those whom God favors. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that 
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Carol – It Came upon the Midnight Clear                ELW 282 
 
 
It came upon the midnight clear, 
 that glorious song of old, 
 from angels bending near the earth 
 to touch their harps of gold: 
 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
 from heav'n's all-gracious king." 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 to hear the angels sing. 
 

     For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 
 by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever-circling years 
 shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 
 its ancient splendors fling, 
 and all the world give back the song 
 which now the angels sing. 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 

 
READING: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11             George Jones, lector 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.  

A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is 
your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with 
him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.  

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



He Shall Feed His Flock [from Handel’s Messiah]           Darya Baker, soloist 

READING: Hebrews 1:1-4       

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 
also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels 
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Carol – Go, Tell It on the Mountain           ELW 290 

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 

 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 

 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

 
Christmas Gospel: Luke 2:1-20          Video Presentation by LOL Children 
 
Christmas Message 
 
Carol – Hark! The Herald Angels Sing        ELW 270 
 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 
 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
 late in time behold him come, 
 offspring of a virgin's womb. 
 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
 Hail, incarnate deity! 
 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 
 Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. 

 



The Prayers 

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray 
for the church, the world, and all in need. Each petition ends with the words: Merciful God; 
and you are invited to respond: receive our prayer. 

Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout the world to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in power who 
make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy, good, and 
holy. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain, despair, or 
need this night. Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss makes this Christmas 
season especially difficult. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Pour out your love 
upon families near and far. Bless all caregivers, those assisting aging parents, those assisting the 
hospitalized or in hospice care; those who must stay home this night for reasons of health. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
In the silence of this moment, Lord, we give to you the concerns and needs of those you have 
placed upon our hearts—and we silently name them before you now. [wait 5 seconds] Merciful 
God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you, confident of 
your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
O Holy Night          Pastor Vik, soloist 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 



Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

L – Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil; 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The body of Christ given for you. Amen 
The blood of Christ shed for you. Amen 
 

Communion Blessing  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING      [while sharing the light, please do not tip the lighted candle] 

CANDLELIGHT CAROL  Silent Night, Holy Night!  ELW 281 

1 Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2 Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 glories stream from heaven afar, 
 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
3 Silent night, holy night! 
 Son of God, love's pure light 
 radiant beams from your holy face, 
 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 

 
BENEDICTION 
P - And now may the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you, the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace—in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

SENDING 
P - Go in the peace and joy of this Christmas night. Let your lights shine!  
C - Thanks be to God.  [Please extinguish your candle] 
 
POSTLUDE 


