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S A C R I F I C I A L  G I V I N G

It’s Time for
I am writing to ask you to join us on a spiritual journey. The time has come for High Tide to build our church. This 
can only be accomplished with your participation. I am asking you to consider, through prayer and reading scripture 
how you will share in this exciting endeavor. I am also asking you to consider how you can sacrifice to make this 
vision become a reality. Sacrifice will look different for each of us. Through this process, Jesus will stretch us in 
ways we have not been stretched. 

Building our own church is more than putting together bricks and mortar. It is about building relationships between 
God and His people and between God’s people and each other. Building our church will mean having a home in 
which to worship, to make disciples and to send out missionaries. It will enable us to be a light in our community 
and to provide a place where people can hear the truth, investigate Christianity and experience Christ-honoring 
relationships.

High Tide has been able to accomplish great things without a building. But imagine how much more we can do with 
our own facility. Imagine hosting children’s camps and outreach events. Imagine the weddings of your children or 
grandchildren in our own facility. A building will be a tool to help us realize this vision! 

Through the MORE campaign, we desire for you to surrender more to Christ to help us reach more people with
the gospel of Christ. We want to be MORE than a building.

In Christ,



In 2001, a seed was planted when Andy and Tanya Ehlers answered God’s call to start a church in the coastal area 

of Sussex County, Delaware. A group of individuals began meeting in the Ehlers’ home in Blackwater Village and 

became known as High Tide Church.

This small group quickly outgrew the living room and moved to Lord Baltimore Elementary School where G-Force, 

the children’s program was launched. Appealing to young families with children, the numbers increased. The 

church eventually relocated to Roxana Fire Station where High Tide continued to grow to the hundreds. In 2013, 

God led High Tide Church to its present location at the John M. Clayton Elementary School, in Dagsboro. The 

Church also rents a secondary facility at Banks Plaza, referred to as the Frankford Campus, for weekly small 

groups, Wednesday night Bible study, youth meetings and various social events. High Tide Church continues

to grow with the addition of many families and retirees that are moving into the area. 

Throughout the past 18 years, Pastor Andy, Tanya and the entire church family have been praying for a

permanent home where the body of believers can meet, grow in the Word and spread the love of Christ. 

God has brought High Tide Church to this point, and now is the time to build. The initial vision of a building is 

about to become a reality. Pray for the church and for direction in how you can be a part of this vision.

A Look Back While Moving Forward

1 KINGS 22:5“First seek the counsel of the Lord.” 



Building
   Highlights

Phase 1A:
 • 8,960 sq. ft.
 • Sanctuary with a
  Seating Capacity of 275
 • 3 Classrooms with a
  Seating Capacity of 120
 •  Restrooms
 • Pastor’s Office
 • Church Offices
 • Storage Areas
 • Paved Parking Area

Phase 1B:
 • 2nd Floor with
  Additional Classrooms
  (4,200 sq. ft.)

Phase 2:
Phase 2 is not part of this campaign.

 • Kitchen/Fellowship Hall
 • Larger Sanctuary
 • Offices
 • Foyer



“Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
         or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7

Your decision to make a financial gift to the MORE Campaign should be in response to what the Lord has placed 

on your heart. Sacrificial giving is a God led, deeply personal decision, and every family is unique in their ability 

to give. Yes, this campaign is about raising funds to build a church, but it is so much MORE than that.

God’s Word tells us to, “First seek the counsel of the Lord,” 1 Kings 22:5. Pray about this decision. God will 

answer you and you may be surprised in how He directs you. He may stretch you in ways you have never 

imagined. Remember, our rock is Jesus. When we go to Him with our hearts completely open and ready to 

receive His instruction, He will take us further than we could ever imagine. This is what MORE is all about; 

complete trust in Jesus. We have a vision for this building; our vision is limited to our humanness. We have no 

idea in how this building could impact future generations, but God does. His vision is eternal. 

The chart to the right outlines possible gift opportunities available that will help us reach the $1.2 million needed  

to complete Phase 1A. Our hope is that we reach this goal during the MORE capital campaign. If we exceed this 

amount, then those blessings can be used to complete Phase 1B. Phase 2 of the building plan is not part of this 

capital campaign and will occur at a later time. 

Trust God. Turn to Him for guidance. All glory goes to God!

Giving Gifts Required to Reach Our Goal

# OF PLEDGES GIFT RANGE TOTAL PROCEEDS

 3 $20,000 + $65,000

 20 $10,000 - 20,000 $300,000

 30 $5,000 - 10,000 $180,000 

 85 $1,000 - 5,000 $100,000   

 20 < $1,000 $5,000

 158 General Campaign $650,000

 1 Challenge 50,000

 35 Leadership Gifts 500,000

 194 TOTAL Gifts & Pledges $1,200,000



“ In their hearts humans plan their 
course, but the Lord establishes 
their steps.” 

How does the MORE fundraising
initiative relate to the building fund?
High Tide Church has maintained a building fund for 
several years. Individuals have been donating to this 
fund. Some of those funds have covered expenses 
related to site prep and architectural design. This project 
has also benefited from the generosity of individuals 
who have given time and talent freely to move us toward 
our goal of a church. The MORE Campaign will move us 
forward by adding to the funds already generously given.

What am I committing to?
You will often hear words like commitment, pledge, 
sacrifice throughout the campaign process. 
These words express the desire of individuals to share 
in the vision and reality of the building project . You 
are being asked to give above and beyond your regular 
giving over the next three years. It is not a binding 
contract, it is how you are being led through prayer 
and searching Scripture. Knowing your estimated total 

three year gift allows the Elders to gauge the financial 
feasibility of this project. The Elders understand that 
your financial circumstances may change, for the worse 
or for the better. The commitment is not meant to be 
binding but a helpful indicator as we move forward.

How can I give to the project?
You are welcome to give to the MORE initiative the 
same way you do for any fund at HTC. You will be 
able to give online, via checks or cash, or with gifts of 
stock or real estate. When you contribute, be sure to 
designate that it is for the MORE Campaign.

Who will know about my 
commitment and gifts?
We are committed to maintaining the same level of 
privacy with this fund as all the other funds at HTC. As 
such, the only individuals who will know the values of 
the pledges being made and the value of the financial 
gifts are financial administrators for the MORE 

Questions & Answers
campaign. The total amounts will be shared 
with the church body, but the individual givers 
and their gifts will not be shared.

Where will High Tide Church be built?
High Tide has been blessed in many ways by 
many different people. One such gift was the 
donation of 19.3 acres of undeveloped land in 
2007. The donated property on Nine Foot Road 
just off Route 113 is in Dagsboro. Now the work 
begins to prepare the site, get the permits,
nail down the design and begin to build. This 
project began with the generous gift of land
and will continue with the sacrificial gifts
of the people at High Tide Church. 

PROVERBS 16:9
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