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Senior Pastor’s Report 
Submitted by Dave Fukuyama 

 
2020 Review: 
2020 could be aptly summarized as a year like none other.  It was filled with 
uncertainty, fear, anger, frustration, and anxiety, just to name a few.  However, 
from God’s point of view, He viewed these as opportunities for us to grow in our 
faith and make an impact in the world around us. 
 
For the past 6 years, we started off every year with the goal to have our culture 
shaped by our vision statement, “Becoming a loving community, inviting and 
challenging people to move towards Christ” and our values of Connect, Care, Call, 
and Courage.  Vision and values communicate who we want to become, while 
culture defines who we are. 
 
During this year of unprecedented difficulty, we have seen the years of training 
and spiritual investment pay off.  During this year we have seen our church family 
members: 

1) Desire to become more like Christ. 
2) Increase their desire to care for one another. 
3) Sacrifice to serve the body of Christ. 
4) Be willing to implement new ideas to minister to people within and outside 

the Mission Valley community.  
5) Persevere though all the restrictions and changes that took place to help 

prevent the spread of COVID-19.  
 
During our struggles, the Holy Spirit was still working! I was so excited to witness 
10 people make a first-time commitment to Jesus Christ! We were also able to 
introduce 8 new members to the church! This was proof of the Holy Spirit’s power 
to transform the lives of those who trust Him!  
 
I was able to lead two membership classes this year and I am happy to introduce 
our new members! They are: 
Peter Ji 
Valerie Ji 
Krystyna Matsuda 
Peter Yu 
 
Jeff Lee* 
Carrie Lee* 
Borden Narusawa* 
Yumi Narusawa* 
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*Completed all the requirements for membership and are now members.  They 
will be introduced to the congregation in the future. 
 
Because the pandemic caused emotional, spiritual, and financial stress on all of us, 
we created a Counseling ministry to provide support for our church family. Keith 
Matsuda, Delaney and May Morris, Will Pak, James Yokoyama, and Carol 
Yoshizaki, all volunteered their time to guide our church family members through 
the stress and uncertainty caused by the pandemic. Their counsel gave comfort 
and hope to those who approached them for guidance during their stressful 
situations. 
 
Even though we spent the majority year not meeting in person, God provided for 
us financially!  Giving is often a sign of spiritual growth because it shows and 
greater trust in God’s ability to take care of our needs.  I am truly blessed because 
the more we receive, the more we can give away. This year, Board created an ad 
hoc committee to recommend ways for us to use our surplus so we can be a 
blessing to others.  It is my desire to steward our finances considering Matthew 
5:21, “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.” 
 
This year we said farewell to Pastor Mako, Amy and Jordan Seto.  This this was a 
huge loss to the Mission Valley family, and we will miss them tremendously.  We 
can rejoice knowing that they prayed about this as a family and feel God is calling 
them to serve at Evergreen Baptist Church of San Gabriel Valley.  Please continue 
to pray that God would heal Jordan from his leukemia and for His peace to 
surround the Seto Family.    
 
I feel so fortunate to be working with an awesome staff! Kiki, Krystyna, Michael, 
and Nathan performed admirably this past year!  They were able to provide 
leadership during one of the most difficult times in our country’s recent history.  
When one person needed help, we were all willing to do what we could to help 
lighten the load of that person.  In 2021, I know God will continue to strengthen 
the bond that we have with one another.  
 
2021 Vision:  
 In 2020 I stated that our goal in 5 years is to create and outward focused 
culture at Mission Valley and live out the Great Commission: 18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 
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In order to accomplish this, we need to grow mature disciples of Christ.  
Therefore, we will be emphasizing growing disciples in 2021.  We will be updating 
our current vision statement to say, “Becoming a loving community, inviting and 
challenging people to live like Christ.” This reflects our desire to become more 
Christlike, allowing us to be a greater influence in living out the great commission. 
 
Experts are saying that we might return to a sense of normalcy in the late fall of 
2021. So how will we conduct ministry in 2021?  The same way we did in 2020.  
We will be flexible in following the Holy Spirit and lead where He directs us.  
While the events of 2021 are unknown to us, they are perfectly clear to God.       
 
It is my hope that as you read the 2020 Annual Society Report, your will be 
encouraged by what God did at Mission Valley last year and excited for what He 
will do through us in 2021. Yes, this was a difficult year and one that many want 
to forget. However, I want to always remember 2020, because this was a year that 
we, as a community shined as Christ’s lights during a dark period in our history.  
 
It has truly been a privilege serving as your senior pastor.  You have been such a 
source of blessing and enjoyment for me as well as my staff. 
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Board Chair Report 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
2020 Review:  
This past year the Board did an exemplary job leading us through the COVID-19 
pandemic. While Free Methodist churches are under the authority of their 
Conference (Ours is the PCJC) and the appointed Elder (Sr. Pastor), the Board 
provides valuable spiritual and organizational counsel to the staff. Even though 
there was not much church activity in 2020, the Board met monthly to make 
decisions which allowed us to minister effectively in a constantly changing 
environment. 
This past year the Board Members consisted of: 
Board Chair - Pastor Mako 
Secretary – Jill Vidal 
Leah Serrano – HR 
Jeff Lowe – Delegate 
Matt Kimura – Delegate 
Fred Tsen – Reserve Delegate 
Bob Hirose – At Large 
 
2021 Vision: 
In 2021, we will be voting in a slate of Board members we believe God has called 
to lead us in a year where we will face as much uncertainty as we did in 2020. 
Stepping off the 2020 Board is Matt Kimura, Jeff Lowe, and Pastor Mako Seto. I 
want to personally thank them for their service to God and Mission Valley. I know 
God will use their gifts, passions and dedication to serving Him to expand God’s 
kingdom in the future. 
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Delegates’ Report 
Submitted by Matt Kimura 

 
2020 Review: 
The role of the Delegates in the Pacific Coast Japanese Conference (PCJC) is to 
represent the church body as well as be a liaison between the society and the 
church’s appointed pastor(s). This year’s delegates were: Jeff Lowe and Fred Tsen. 
Matt Kimura and Bob Hirose were the reserves. 
 
This year, the annual Leadership Conference was to be held at Mission Valley Free 
Methodist Church but due to the unprecedented circumstances surrounding the 
on-going COVID-19 pandemic, the meeting was held virtually on September 26, 
2020. 
 
This year’s leadership conference has a lot of firsts. 

- First time it was held online using Zoom with over 90 participants. 

 
- First time meeting with our new Bishops Keith Cowart and Linda Adams. 

Bishop Matt Whitehead helped lead the meeting. 
- First time with Keith Tanita as the new superintendent (voted in with 60 of 

the 64 votes). Even though Jason Garcia's term is ending, he will be a part-
time church growth strategist for the PCJC. 

 
The conference honored Jason and his wife Kristi for their service. As thanks for 
his service, Keith presented Jason, who is a professional Jazz guitarist, an 
autograph signed guitar by George Benson. Jason thanked everyone and is excited 
to see what is next for him and Kristi. He feels confident that the conference will 
be in great hands with the new superintendent.  
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Keith began by thanking his family for being supportive throughout all the moves 
he has done for many years. He then shared his vision for the next year. He talked 
about building and expanding the ethnic identity of our churches. We should try to 
be more reflective of the community we are in. We can achieve this by developing 
our own uniqueness by diversifying our staff and being aware of the needs in the 
area. Also, because of the pandemic, online ministry has become another door to 
our church. This is a ministry that can be developed in creative ways. Keith 
stressed the point that we need to pivot our attitude from what we’ve done from 
the past and be innovative with the “Next Normal” (not the “New Normal). 

- First time all the voting was done by email before the conference, so it was 
a quick meeting. 

 
Our delegates, along with other board members, also support our pastors and 
staff. This includes serving as a member of our church staff’s Ministerial Relations 
Team (MRT).  In October, Pastor Appreciation Month, the delegates and board 
members presented a gift to each of the pastoral staff and their respective families 
and prayed over them during the Sunday worship service. 
 
Despite the challenging circumstances surrounding the church’s ability to hold in-
person services this year, all the delegates were excited with the growth 
experienced at Mission Valley. In 2020, we transitioned our normal in-person 
worship services to a streaming service with the collective help of staff and 
members of the congregation. These included assisting with the media, greeting, 
and reopening ministries. When circumstances permitted, in-person service was 
held for a limited number of people by following local and state guidelines for our 
Worship Under the Oaks. Our congregation also bid farewell to our beloved Pastor 
Mako, Amy, and Jordan. The Seto family has been such a tremendous blessing to 
our Mission Valley church family for the past nine years. We are excited for what 
the Lord has planned for them in the future. 
 
2021 Vision: 
Continuing to live out our vision statement of "Becoming a loving community, 
inviting and challenging people to move towards Christ" under the current 
pandemic. 
Mission Valley’s pastoral staff, delegates, and board members will be praying and 
attentively seeking God’s guidance on finding a pastor to fill in for P. Mako’s 
departure. 
Safely resume in-person service in the new year when circumstances allow.  
 
Delegates’ Committee Members: 
The Mission Valley delegates:  Jeff Lowe, Fred Tsen, Matt Kimura (reserve), and 
Bob Hirose (reserve). 
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Prayer Requests: 
Pray for wisdom and discernment for our pastors and staff in 2021 as they seek to 
fulfill God’s vision for our Mission Valley church.   
Please also pray for the end of the pandemic and for wisdom to the pastoral staff 
and ministry leaders, as we seek to resume in-person worship in 2021. 
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Trustees’ Report 
Submitted by Danny Kim 

 
2020 Review: 
This year was a very productive year for the Trustees. We finally resurfaced our 
parking lot. We obtained several quotes from various local companies and decided 
to go with Arrow Parking Lot Services. This company was referred to us by 
Evergreen Baptist church. Everyone was very satisfied with the quality and 
outcome of the project. We had all the trees throughout the campus trimmed and 
removed a large tree towards the back of the parking lot. We replaced a HVAC 
system over the children’s nursery as the repairs and maintenance to keep it 
running became unsustainable. Parts were hard to find and “Ron” kept it going for 
as long as he could.   
We also had another roof leak between the office and Nichigo building. Our 
handyman “Michael” quickly fixed the leak and also addressed the gutter issue 
which caused the roof to collapse. This year we hired a professional gardener 
“Rigo” to maintain our grounds. He inspected and repaired our irrigation system, 
new sprinkler heads, valves and timers were installed. We identified and repaired 
several plumbing leaks throughout the campus. These repairs have helped to bring 
down our water costs. Several Trustees along with Steve Garcia and Rand Eguchi 
helped paint the East wall of the Children’s Ministry building to match the new 
paint. Sets Oda, Nelson Liu and Steve Garcia completely cleaned out and organized 
our very cluttered garage, they did an amazing job! 
This year no “work day” was scheduled due to the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
2021 Vision: 
This year we again anticipate that we will have to tackle some of the larger 
maintenance issues that have been deferred for years. Staff and leaders of the 
church still want to remodel our existing restrooms and provide some type of 
shading/shade in our courtyard/patio areas. Budgets will need to be considered to 
determine what projects are most feasible. Most of our HVAC systems are old and 
in need of constant repair but we will maintain a specific emergency budget to 
replace those units when the time comes. We should also obtain some new 
estimates on painting the sanctuary and Nichigo buildings and begin to budget for 
those costs. We would also like to start planning and budgeting to replace the 
chain link fence along Chestnut street with a more secure type of fencing.   
Trustees will also plan to purchase new patio furniture once the shading project is 
completed. 
 
Trustee Committee Members: 
The following members served on the Trustees for 2020: Mako Seto, Staff Liason, 
Frank Kawakami, Nelson Liu, Sherwin Serrano, Reggie Bauzon, Lerner Chu, Sam 
Kim, Lynn Higashi, Sets Oda, Pastor Ed Park and Danny Kim. 
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Prayer Requests: 
Please pray for the Trustees to make sound financial decisions as to the 
maintenance, repair and purchase of any church related items. Pray for the 
encouragement and faithful serving of all the Trustees to keep our church a safe 
and clean environment.  
  



 
 

12 
 

Design Team Report 
Submitted by Chet Yoshizaki 

 
2020 Review: 
The Design Committee officially disbanded following the opening of the Children’s 
Ministry remodel in 2019.  While funds remain available in the Building Fund, no 
new projects have been identified for implementation.  
There was one project remaining following the Children’s Remodel and that was 
the embellishments to the former Music Room.  Initially build as a choir room, 
with tiered platforms and other choir related improvements, it transitioned to a 
multi-purpose room for the Children’s ministry.  As the remaining active member 
of the committee, I consulted with Pastor Dave and decided to make minor 
improvements to enhance its functionality.  A Demolition contract and a flooring 
contract was let.  I completed the painting and minor touch up thus enabling a 
more functional and efficient space for group meetings and gatherings.  We are in 
the process of ordering furnishings. 
Because we entered the COVID related restrictions in March, we initiated the 
Courtyard Shade project which was actually a project postponed from Phase I.  In 
May, we negotiated a contract with USA Shade.  The Official Board approved 
funding for the project.  The shading project was completed in November. 
 
2021 Vision: 
Currently, we have not initiated any projects for the near term.  Over the next 
year, the Official Board and the Church staff should determine and identify needs 
for the continued growth of the church and initiated campus improvements to 
enhance current and anticipated ministries.  
 
Prayer Requests: 
Pray for the vision of the church to expand God’s Kingdom.  To use our campus 
that God has provided to effectively reach new and unchurched.  To provide an 
environment where teaching, fellowship, worship, and gathering can make a 
difference in the lives of our membership, families, friends, and the community. 
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Boy Scout Troop 365 
Joan Kunimasa 

 
2020 Review: 
This year has been challenging for the Boy Scout Troop. The year started out with 
hopes of another year of great adventures and community service. We had one 
campout in February and held our pre-camporee in the first week of March, before 
all meetings and events were cancelled due to Covid-19. The Troop made 
adjustments and began meeting via Zoom to keep the Scouts active and engaged. 
Rank advancements and merit badge achievements have continued even through 
these difficult circumstances. The Troop hopes that 2021 will see the restrictions 
lifted and register new Scouts eager to join in outdoor activities and leadership.  
 
2020 Highlights: 

• Served on Scout Sunday (February 9) as Greeters and servers for Connect 
Cafe 

• Pre-camporee campout at Firestone Scout Reservation on March 7-8 
• Kenneth Do, Terry Tang, Starlee Hoc achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.  All 

three Scouts organized and managed projects which improved the church 
campus (tearing down the fence in the senior parking area and prepping 
and painting the two walls in that area, abiding by social distancing 
requirements due to Covid-19) 

• Presentation by Keith Matsuda; Merit Badge counseling by May Morris, Sam 
and Shari Shioi 

 
2021 Vision: 

• Opportunities to recruit new Scouts to sustain the program. (Currently have 
12 Scouts registered and at least 2 Scouts will be working on their Eagle 
Projects this year) 

• Opportunities to encourage the congregation to share experiences and 
volunteer  

• Increased influence of our church core values in the Troop, because the 
Scout Law states "A Scout is Reverent" 
 

Troop Committee Members: 
Charter Organization Representative/Executive Officer- Rev. David Fukuyama 
Scoutmaster- Remy Chu 
Assistant Scoutmasters- Edward Kunimasa, Paul Wang, Matthew Brewer 
Committee Chair- Joan Hamaguchi (Kunimasa) 
Treasurer- Linda Tram 
Secretary- Bernard Jin 
Advancement Chair- Patricia Wang 
Health & Safety Chair- Sachiko Carpenter 
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Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests: 
Please continue to pray for the leadership as they guide the Scouts.  The Troop has 
been blessed with support from the congregation through monetary donations and 
fundraising support from recycling.  We are always seeking individuals who would 
like to share their knowledge and skills with the Scouts, whether it be one meeting 
or as a Merit Badge Counselor. We are grateful for those who have volunteered 
their time under these unique circumstances.  Currently, despite restrictions, our 
Friday night Zoom meetings are open to prospective new Scouts. Please monitor 
for the most current Covid restrictions because  we will meet in person as soon as 
we are allowed. It has been very difficult to recruit new members because of the 
restrictions and social distancing protocols; we ask for prayers that 2021 will be a 
more productive year for rank advancements and recruitment and Scouting 
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Children’s Ministry- Mission Kids 
Submitted by Kiki Penano 

 
2020 Review: 
2020 has been an interesting year as we have had to evaluate and reinvent what 
ministry looks like when people are living in quarantine. We’ve had to pivot in the 
way we operate and find creative way to keep students engaged, feel included and 
still find community when everything is virtual or socially distanced. Despite the 
challenges of what 2020 has brought, we have still seen amazing things come out 
of this year.  
 
2020 Highlights: 

• Very early in the pandemic, after having a personal encounter with Jesus, one 
of our kindergarteners made the decision to give her heart to Jesus! 

• We have been so blessed by Krystyna Matsuda who wrapped up her one-year 
internship with us. This summer we were able to onboard Krystyna as a 
permanent Part-Time employee (she was later hired full-time in December to 
fulfill the role of Administrator). Krystyna has been an amazing addition to 
our staff and ministry. Her heart for Jesus and love for His children has made 
a huge impact on Mission Kids.  

• Shortly after the stay-at-home orders were issued, we started a midweek 
program called Mission Kids Midweek (MKM). Tuesday – Thursday we host 
1- 1 ½ hour Zoom calls with our students by grade (4th/5th, 2nd/3rd and 
Kinder/1st). During MKM we play games and do a short devotional/teaching 
time. This program has been a great way for the kids to stay connected with 
each other. We have seen students who previously were shyer and didn’t have 
connections find community. 

• Every summer, one of our highlights is our Vacation Bible School. I am so 
grateful for Cerina Tsen who has co-directed the program the past five years. 
The theme this year was “Rocky Railway,” where students discovered that 
Jesus’ power can pull them through life’s ups and downs. This year’s VBS was 
a very different experience as we made modifications for an online program. 
Despite the changes, it was still an incredibly fun week and the students 
thoroughly enjoyed the program. We actually hosted our highest enrolled 
program, with 55 students who attended throughout the week. Through VBS, 
3 students gave their hearts to Jesus! Students from 4 families who were 
invited to VBS have been attending Mission Kids consistently since VBS!  

• Over the summer we celebrated our 6th Annual Happy Summer Days (HSD)… 
this year modifying for an online program. Students enjoyed activities such 
as a family nature walk art project, a movie night scavenger hunt, family 
history week, an ice cream party drive-by, an at-home cookie decorating 
contest, paint night and a pop-by pizza & pajama party. Families were excited 
to have fun alternatives for their kids to enjoy throughout the summer. 
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• Seeing the success of HSD, we decided we wanted to continue to offer family 
fun events for our Mission Kids Families. We began a program called Happy 
Family Days, a monthly family fun event series. We were able to host 2 
events: 

§ FALLing into Fun Drive-By on October 31 - We encouraged families to 
decorate their cars and optionally dress in coordinating costumes. 
Families drove through the drive-by line and enjoyed some socially 
distanced, safe and fun activities. The kids were able to play 3 different 
games from the comfort of their cars. We provided clean gloves to 
every kid and all supplies were cleaned and sanitized between families. 
We had 25 families (43 students) attend. This event was a great way to 
be able to connect with our church families in a safe, but face to face 
way, as well as show them care in being able to provide a fun activity 
for the families. We received very positive feedback from parents about 
how much the kids enjoyed the event and how much parents 
appreciated our church for providing a fun activity for them to do 
together. 

o Turkey Scavenger Hunt the day before Thanksgiving - We had 16 
families (26 students) attend. We hid 10 Turkeys throughout our 
campus (outdoors) and gave the kids rhyming clues to find the hidden 
turkeys. Once they completed the scavenger hunt, the kids received a 
fun prize bag. This event was a huge success! The students had a great 
time, and the parents were thankful to have the opportunity to take 
part in the fun. 

 
It was an exciting year of ministry with Mission Kids and we are excited to see how 
God will continue to work in the lives of our kids!  
 
2021 Vision: 
Looking to 2021, we are excited to see how God can continue to work in the lives of 
children through Mission Kids. Since the pandemic doesn’t seem to be ending in 
foreseeable future, this year our vision is to continue to explore creative ways to 
engage students with the Word of God and build relational community through 
ministry that thinks outside of the box and pushes the envelope of what 
conventional outreach looks like. We desire to utilize technology and media sources 
to incorporate students and keep them excited about church. Ultimately through 
this, we desire students to come to know Jesus in a deeper and more personal way.  
 
Ministry Teams: 
Thank you to Cerina Tsen who co-directed Vacation Bible School. We also thank 
those who helped teach throughout the week, Pastor Dave, Amy Chien, Jill Vidal, 
Miho Kawakami, Carol Yoshizaki and Edel Penano. Finally, we owe so much 
gratitude to the Student Leaders who led small group crews of kids, Alexis Borja, 
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Amanda Borja, Michael Fukuyama, Brandon Hudson, Krystyna Matsuda, Andy Park, 
Mana Tatsuki and Kaylie & JJ Yokoyama.  
 
Thank you to Miho Kawakami and Amy Chien who have been teaching twice a month 
for Mission Kids Online. 
 
Although we had on campus ministry for only 2 ½ months, I am so thankful for the 
Mission Kids and Nursery Teams who have faithfully committed to Mission Kids. 
We look forward to when we meet in person once again and can serve together! 
 
Mission Kids & Nursey Team: 
Kiko Chang, Cynthia Chu, Amy & David Chien, Lynn Higashi, Kay Hirose, Skyler 
Hudson, Miho & Sophie Kawakami, Joan Kunimasa, Josephine Lim, Kaytlyn & Kyle 
Matsuda, Yumi Narusawa, Kellyn Pak, Wes Portinga, Nancy Shiozaki, Shari & Sam 
Shioi, Craig Suzuki, Maya Vidal, Jackie Wei, Kaylie & JJ Yokoyama, Laurie Yoshino, 
and Carol Yoshizaki 
 
Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests: 

§ That we will be able to impact more little lives for Jesus this year. 
§ Continued vision and creative ways to minister to the children of Mission 

Valley. 
§ For students to stay engaged with the Word of God. Please pray that “online 

fatigue” will not be a barrier to kids learning more about Jesus. 
§ For our kids to be young disciples on their personal communities and 

introduce their friends to Jesus. 
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College Ministry- Chayim 
Submitted by Kiki Penano 

 
2020 Review: 
In 2020 we were blessed to see how our college ministry has been able to help 
develop the faith of our students. This past year we rebranded our college ministry 
with the name “Chayim.” This was for a couple of reasons. 1) We didn’t necessarily 
want to limit it to college students because this ministry is a good place for our 
young adults to be able to find community and 2) we want to see our name have 
more of a purpose to our group. After thinking and praying about it for a few weeks 
we began to see how this group is actually is a life group—it functions in the same 
way our church life groups function but is geared toward a specific age group. I 
looked up the word “life” in different languages, and in Hebrew, life is “chayim.” 
The word chayim is actually a plural word, which implies that life cannot be lived 
alone. Life needs to be lived with others. Which is the whole heart behind life 
groups. Also, the Hebrew word chayim ( םיִּיַח ), is a plural noun that contains two 
consecutive letters that picture the union of our spirit with God's Spirit. The word 
itself reveals that there is no life apart from union with God, who extends his hand 
to us and says, "Live in me.” So, within that one word, Chayim, it reveals what the 
purpose of our group is… fellowship with God and fellowship with others.  
This past year we went through several different teaching series with our students. 
These series were very relatable and fostered impactful conversation and teaching.  

• We concluded a series called “Adulting.” This was a great series as it presents 
a Biblical look at real-life issues such as God’s will, careers, singleness, 
dating, commitment and faith. 

• Apologetics – We were able to study and discuss many difficult and 
challenging questions we face as Christians. 

• “Whisper” by Mark Batterson which focused on learning to recognize and 
hear the voice of God. 

• “Finding Truth” by Francis Chan where students were invited into the power 
and confidence that comes from anchoring their identity, purpose, and 
relationships in the truth of Scripture.  

• “Real Relationships” by Les & Leslie Parrott that challenging students to dig 
below the surface of human interactions and implement practical tools to help 
improve relationships. 
 

2021 Vision: 
It has been exciting to see the birth of a ministry to our college students. In 2021 we 
would like to continue to see this ministry as a place where college students and 
young adults can explore and deepen their faith and find community. This is an 
important, formative time in an individual’s life where they are trying to discover 
who they are and where their place of belonging is in this world. It is a time where 
they are under pressure to determine their future and compete for success with 
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those around them. Our desire is that our group can be a place where students can 
find and hear God’s voice in the midst of all these pressures. 
 
Chayim Advisors: 
I am so thankful for those who have invested in the lives of our college students this 
past year: 

• Edel Penano 
• Leah & Sherwin Serrano 

 
Prayer Requests: 

• Please pray for the individuals who participate in Chayim that this can be a 
place they can find true community and a place to grow in their faith. 

• Please pray for our college students that are away at school that they will find 
a church and Christian community but will also know that they are a part of 
our Mission Valley family and community. 

• Pray for our students’ studies and that God may give them direction for their 
futures. 
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Connect Cafe 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
Background Information: 
MV Connect Cafe exists to provide a warm and inviting place for our congregation 
to fellowship in hopes new relationships will grow and existing relationships will 
strengthen. It is a time guests should feel welcomed and engaged in meaningful 
ways.  
 
2020 Review: 
While we did not have in person services for most of the year, we had Connect 
Café through the 1st quarter of 2020.  
 
MV Connect Café 2020 was comprised of 10 teams, with a different team serving 
each Sunday. The teams provide light snacks and beverages after service on 
Sunday mornings.  
 
Connect Café Team Members: 
1. Junko & Matt Kimura (1st Sunday every month)  
2. Sheri Lee and Team  
3. Nancy Shiozaki, Cida Mino, Lynn Higashi, Yumi Narusawa  
4. Joyce Miyabe, Janice & Rand Eguchi, Aiko Morita, Dennis & Carol Babamoto  
5. Grace Fukuyama & Amy Seto-Quarterly 21  
6. Joy Garcia, May Morris, Carol Yoshizaki – Quarterly  
7. MV Youth Group – Quarterly  
8. Family 2/4 lead by Kelly Sudarso- Quarterly  
9. Family 2/4 lead by Kim Yokoyama-Quarterly  
10. Boy Scouts (annual)  
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Cub Scout Pack 365 
Janice Shiozaki 

 
2020 Review: 
This was our 4th year as a cub scout pack chartered by Mission Valley Free 
Methodist Church. We had 8 cubs with 2 potential cubs joining for part of the 
year. Due to the pandemic, we transitioned to online meetings in the Spring. With 
a little bit of modifications, the cubs were still able to work on their required and 
elective scout adventures. At year-end, we said goodbye to our first cub who 
“graduated” and will decide whether to advance to the troop.  
 
2020 Highlights: 

• Provided snacks for MV Café for Scout Sunday. 
• Attended a magic show at Arcadia High School to support one of their 

performing arts programs. Later, each of the cubs found a magic trick to 
learn and performed it on our very own zoom magic show. 

• Had a food drive where we collected an estimated 400 pounds of food that 
was donated to the Friends Indeed Food Pantry, which provides food 
assistance to low- and no-income families in the greater Pasadena/Altadena 
area. 

• Welcomed Sean Tran, who is working on his Eagle Scout, as our new Den 
Chief. Our former Den Chief, Terry Tang, started his first year of college this 
fall. 

 
2021 Vision: 

• Grow cub membership, from youth attending Mission Valley and from 
friends of existing cubs. 

• Successful advancement of graduating cubs to the troop. 
 
Pack Leadership: 
Cubmaster-Shari Shoji 
Assistant Cubmaster-Guy Higashi 
Committee Chair-Janice Shigaki 
Treasurer-Emmie Bian 
Advancement Chair-Andrew Shiozaki 
Den Leader-Sam Shioi 
Den Leader-Carl Tiu 
Den Chief – Sean Tran 
 
Prayer Request: 
Please pray that we’ll be able to recruit younger cubs so that the pack can continue 
for many more years. Our existing cubs will all soon advance to the troop. 
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Family Promise 
Submitted by Carrie Lee 

  
Background Information: 
Family Promise of San Gabriel Valley’s (FPSGV) mission is to help families 
challenged with or at-risk of homelessness to achieve sustainable independence 
through a community-based approach.  Mission Valley has partnered with Family 
Promise since 2011.  Family Promise is one of the few agencies serving homeless 
and low-income families which allows the entire family (mother, father, and 
children), to live together.   
 
2020 Review: 
With Covid-19 becoming a serious concern in March, the services provided by 
Mission Valley and the other host congregations looked very different this year.  
Families participating in the shelter program could no longer be sheltered at the 
host congregations’ facilities.  The families were sheltered in local motels, and any 
host congregations that had the financial means were asked to consider covering 
the cost of the families’ motel stays during their hosting week.  Typical motel costs 
for one week ranged from $600-$800, depending on the location of the motel.  
Mission Valley was able to provide for the cost of the families’ motel stays during 
2020.   
 
During Mission Valley’s hosting weeks, volunteers were asked to provide food 
delivery or restaurant or grocery gift cards to provide for the needs of the 
families.  Volunteers were also asked to provide encouragement to the families in 
the form of text messages, phone calls and voicemails, notes, or care packages.  
Many volunteers came forward promptly, so much so that the slots were filled 
very quickly.  Some church members and life groups provided additional gift cards 
to extend beyond Mission Valley’s hosting week and to provide for the families’ 
grocery, clothing or transportation needs.  Several church members, including the 
Nichigo congregation, also provided financial support to FPSGV’s first Night 
Without a Bed fundraiser, which took place in September. 
 
FPSGV had increased costs in 2020 due to Covid-19, the expenses of the shelter 
program, and the increased financial needs of many families who approached 
FPSGV for assistance.  FPSGV was responsible for covering motel and food costs 
during any hosting weeks which did not have a volunteer host congregation.  In 
addition to supporting the families in the shelter program, FPSGV provided 
financial assistance to families at risk of homelessness by providing rental 
assistance and eviction prevention services, landlord-tenant advocacy, assistance 
with car insurance or car payments, utility assistance, and emergency food 
assistance.  FPSGV actively served a total of 32 families and 80 children this year, 
including seven families through the shelter program.  
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Carrie Lee attends FPSGV’s host coordinator meetings to obtain updates on 
FPSGVs progress, goals, and current status, and communicates with Executive 
Director Melissa Odotei on a periodic basis.  Linda Gabrie is willing to assist if 
Carrie is unavailable.  FPSGV’s current Program Manager is Armida Lara.    
 
2021 Vision: 
We look forward to the continued enthusiastic participation in the Family Promise 
program by many diverse members and groups within the Mission Valley 
congregation.  We appreciate the incredible generosity of our members and 
support of this vital program to support families in need of housing and financial 
assistance. 
 
FPSGV is considering some big changes to the shelter program in 2021 in light of 
the challenges posed by Covid-19.  Specifically, FPSGV is looking into signing a 
lease for a house large enough for two participating families to reside in separate 
living spaces with a shared kitchen.  Currently, FPSGV is trying to raise funds for 
this endeavor.  This would be a more cost-effective way to shelter the families 
than paying the high weekly cost of the motels, and can allow the possibility that 
FPSGV can serve more families, since less money will be spent on the motel stays.  
FPSGV would still benefit from host congregations’ willingness to help with rental 
costs for their hosting weeks.  If this option becomes a reality, FPSGV would still 
want to find a way for host congregation members to actively support the 
participating families. 
  
Our hosting schedule for 2021 is still being finalized but may take place as follows:  

• February 28, 2021 through March 6, 2021 
• April 25, 2021 through May 1, 2021 
• August 22, 2021 through August 28, 2021 
• November 7, 2021 through November 13, 2021 

 
Prayer Requests: 
Please be in prayer for guidance for FPSGV as they consider this option and that a 
lease for an affordable house may be obtained.  
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Human Resources 
Submitted by Leah Serrano 

 
2020 Review: 
WOW! 2020 has been a different kind of year for us all, and also for our church 
family! Yet in the midst of a challenging season, God is so good.  He provides for 
us, carries us, refines us and is so, so faithful! 
 
This year, we had a number of personnel changes: 
- 6/2020: Hired our Worship Ministry Lead, Nathan Shin! 
- 9/2020: Promoted Krystyna Matsuda, from an Intern to a PT Children’s 

Ministry (CM) Coordinator! 
- 11/2020: Sent Pastor Mako and the Seto family with love and blessings, as 

they start a new season of ministry at Evergreen Baptist Church San Gabriel 
Valley. 

- 12/2020: Promoted Krystyna Matsuda from a PT CM Coordinator to a FT 
Administrator/Children’s Ministry Coordinator!  
 

A super exciting highlight for 2020 was that we implemented a SIMPLE IRA 
retirement plan for our employees! Thank you to the Finance Committee who also 
helped us launch this plan! 
 
2021 Vision: 
Our mission and vision continue to be focused on employee/staff care.  The HR 
world, along with many other areas, are always in flux, so maintaining compliance 
is always an important task.  However, as mentioned, our overall heart and 
primary goal, is to make sure that our staff is well-taken care of and supported!   
This upcoming year, we will be searching for an Associate Pastor. Please pray 
alongside us as we ask God for His guidance and wisdom!   
 
HR Committee Members: 
Thank you to our HR Ministry Committee members are Diana Kim, Paul Huang, 
Joyce Yee, and May Morris (for benefits).  Our MV Staff also participate in 
meetings, as needed.  We welcome anyone who has a heart to serve on the HR 
Committee!  If you are interested, please contact me at 
leah@sincerussolutions.com or (626) 512-4153. 
 
Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests: 

• Volunteers to partner with our HR committee (either with ad hoc 
projects/needs and/or as a regular committee member). 

• For God’s leading as we search for an Associate Pastor! 
• For us to have sensitive hearts and open eyes to identify ways that we can 

support and care for our staff. 
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Life Groups 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
Background Information: 
Life Groups exist to create authentic relationships that provide the necessary 
catalyst, environment, and platform for spiritual growth.  It is hard to have deep 
spiritual and personal conversations on Sunday mornings, so we created Life 
Groups to enable this to happen in a more intimate and intentional environment. 
 
2020 Review: 
In 2020, in person meetings were disrupted and replaced with online meetings.  
We were able to assign all Life Groups Zoom accounts so they could still meet as a 
group. Even though meeting via Zoom is not the same as meeting in person, it 
allowed people who are outside of our community to join our meetings.  The 
furthest attendee is Zooming from Chicago! 
 
In 2020, one new Life Group was created to meet the growing need of our people 
to be in community.   
 
Chet and Carol Yoshizaki started a Life Group that meets every Wednesday night. 
They just started and are near capacity so that shows us we need to continually 
start new groups to meet the increased demand of our members. 

   
As the Head Life Group Shepherd, Carol Yoshizaki continued to provide care and 
prayer support for our Life Group Leaders by calling them the week they meet in 
order to listen and pray for them.  I’ve heard from many leaders who tell me they 
feel very supported and cared for through Carol’s weekly/monthly calls.  
 
This past year, I have heard many stories of how people’s lives were impacted 
because of the love and support they received from their Life Group.  I can’t tell 
you how pleased I am with our Life Groups and the role they play in moving 
people closer to Christ. 
 
Life Group Leaders: 
San Gabriel Sunday Group – Ellen Sato 
San Gabriel 1st and 3rd  Sunday Group – Will and Kellyn Pak 
San Gabriel Thursday Group – Mitz Shiozaki 
Men’s Group – Mitz Shiozaki 
Women’s Group – Aiko Morita 
2/4 North – Kim Yokoyama 
2/4 South - Pastor Mako Seto and Sherwin Serrano 
South Bay – Robert and Cida Mino/Craig Tanihara 
Monterey Park – Bob and Kay Hirose 
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Monterey Park – Jeff and Chiho Lowe 
Monterey Park – Chet and Carol Yoshizaki 
Azusa/Glendora - Joy Garcia 
San Gabriel; Wednesday Group- Pastor Dave Fukuyama 
 
Prayer Requests:  
Please pray that the Holy Spirit will motivate people who are not in a Life Group 
to join one and that He provides more leaders to start new groups to accommodate 
our increasing growth in this area.    
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Pastor Dave Fukuyama’s MRT 
Submitted by Koh Ikeda 

 
Background Information: 
The primary role of the Ministerial Relations Team (MRT) is to provide support for 
the pastor. 
 
2020 Review: 
While the group was unable to meet in-person, they kept Pastor Dave and his 
family in prayer.  Informally, members encouraged Pastor Dave through a variety 
of mediums.   
 
2021 Review: 
When the pandemic subsides, the MRT will resume meeting with Pastor Dave. The 
MRT will continue to encourage Pastor Dave to maintain a healthy balance 
between ministry and his family.   
 
Pastor Dave’s MRT Members: 
Pastor Dave Fukuyama’s MRT is made up of Kay Hirose, Koh Ikeda, and 
Nelson Liu. 
 
Prayer Request: 
Please remember to pray daily for Pastor Dave and his family and encourage them 
throughout 2021! 
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Pastor Mako Seto’s MRT 
Submitted by Joyce Miyabe 

 
2020 Review: 
Team Mako met several times during 2020 to support Mako in his ministry. This 
year was one listening to God’s voice on many levels. He was instrumental in 
transitioning the church to online and remote meetings including prayer, worship 
service, Board meeting and so many other aspects of church life. He was listening 
to God’s voice and chose not to be ordained by the Free Methodist Church. 
 
In September, Jordan, Mako and Amy’s 11 years old son was diagnosed with Acute 
Promyelocytic Leukemia. Needless to say, it was a shocking diagnosis but the Seto 
family’s faith and commitment to Jesus Christ has strengthened them as well as 
the Mission Valley family. We continue to pray for Jordan as well as Mako and 
Amy as they fight the battle. 
 
In November, God called Mako to Evergreen Baptist Church as the administrative 
pastor. It was a difficult decision as the Seto’s considered MV to be their home 
church, they were baptized and Mako’s father made a decision for Christ and was 
baptized at MV.  
 
Mako’s leadership at Mission Valley is being missed but we celebrate his following 
the path that God has led. We have been blessed to be able to serve on Mako’s MRT 
since Mako started as staff. His example of following God’s path has touched our 
hearts and we continue to support him in his ministry. 
We acknowledge Jordan’s favorite verse as he fights his leukemia battle: 

Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 
 
Pastor Mako’s MRT Members: 
Joyce Miyabe 
Sherwin Serran 
Fred Tsen  
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Kiki Penano’s MRT 
Submitted by Cerina Tsen 

 
2020 Review: 
This year we met on Zoom, once each quarter. Although we couldn’t be in person, 
we praise God that we could still support Kiki through virtual fellowship and 
prayer. It’s amazing how God works through technology. Kiki was able to organize 
virtual Sunday School, VBS, Youth Group, and more. She also organized successful 
socially distanced events such as the Fall Festival and Family Fun Nights.  
 
2020 Vision: 
We will continue to meet on Zoom in 2021 until it is safe for us to meet in person. 
Please continue to pray that we will be diligent in praying for Kiki, and that we 
can support her in any way she needs.  
 
Kiki’s MRT Members: 
Kiki’s MRT Members: Amy Chien, Junko Kimura, Cerina Tsen 
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Missions 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
Background Information: 
Mission Valley has taken the core values – Call, Connect, Care and Courage in its 
support for missions and missionaries local and abroad. As members of the church 
are encouraged to tithe 10%, Mission Valley and the Missions committee strive to 
give 10% of the tithes toward missions. As we close 2020, I am so blessed we were 
able to give extra gifts to the missionaries we currently support out of our surplus. 
 
2020 Missionaries local and abroad supported monthly by MV:  

• Family Promise - Local  
• “C” Family– Turkey (Sponsored by the South Bay Life Group) 
• David Gaulton – Local 
• *Heavenly Treasures – Local 
• Lighthouse Children’s Home – Thailand (Sponsored by the 2/4 South Life 

Group) 
• Jeff & Shelly Mott – Local/missionary training 
• *Matt Sauder – Philippines (Sponsored by the San Gabriel Sunday Life 

Group)  
• Luke & Angelica Walker – Philippines (Sponsored by the 2/4 North Life 

Group) 
• Roy Yabuki – Texas, college ministry (Sponsored by the Wed. Monterey Park 

Life Group) 
• *Light and Life Ministries (PaKep Thang – Myanmar) Free Methodist World 

Missions 
 
The Missions/Outreach budget line items also include ministry at Kei-Ai (formerly 
known as Keiro Nursing Home) and the Mission Valley Cub and Boy Scout troop. 
 
2021 Vision:  
The Missions Committee continues to strive to provide opportunities to serve and 
outreach in our community locally and abroad.  
 
Due to COVID-19 we had to postpone the internship program we created for one of 
the Lighthouse Children’s Home students.  Hopefully, we can explore the 
possibility providing an internship for them in the of Winter 2021 or in 2022.  It 
will be a great opportunity for both the intern and MV to partner together with 
Lighthouse in the future. 
 
Because God provided us with a surplus this year, we were able to send Myanmar 
Supt. PaKep Thang funds to allow him to provide food for those in his community.  
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Missions Committee Members:  
Joyce Miyabe, Dave Fukuyama, Linda Gabrie, Carrie Lee 
 
Prayer Requests: 
Our continued goal is to keep missions and missionaries in prayer and in the 
forefront of Mission Valley’s ministry. It is our prayer that God will call MV family 
members to participate in missions so they can spread the Gospel Message beyond 
our church walls.  All missionaries and especially those we support our extensions 
of ourselves in spreading the word of Jesus Christ. 
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Seniors Report 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
2020 Review:  
Senior Buddy System: 
When the Stay-at-Home restrictions were imposed by LA County we created a 
Senior Buddy system to serve as a support system for those who did not have a 
community to help them. I want to thank all those who volunteered show Christ’s 
love by helping our seniors in their time of need. 
 
Senior Zoom Meetings: 
At the onset of the COVID-19 restrictions we hosted Senior Zoom meetings to allow 
the seniors to connect with one another. Steve and Joy Garcia as well as Bob 
Hirose, helped facilitate the meetings. I also wanted to acknowledge Kiki Penano 
who created an instructional video to teach seniors how to use ZOOM.  
 
Senior Prayer Updates: 
Yuriko Katayama connects with our seniors on a weekly basis to pray for them.  
She then sends their prayer requests to the wider senior’s community so they can 
keep updated on each other and pray for one another.  I want to thank Yuriko for 
her tireless efforts in making sure our seniors are being prayed for every week.   
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Senior Luncheon 
Submitted by Lenora Hall 

 
2020 Review:  
Despite the pandemic, we were still able to have eight Japanese cultural Senior 
Luncheon bentos via our Church Parking Lot Drive By. Thanksgiving was 
celebrated with Jayme Chan’s Mainland Catering with a Drive By feast of turkey, 
cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes, sweet potato, green beans, creamed corn, rolls, 
pumpkin pie, etc. These Drive by Luncheons are very well received based on 
approximately 86 attending regularly with positive and written feedback.  With 
our bento lunches includes our quarterly newsletters with colorful photos, keeping 
us connected and informed.  
 
“We love reading about our friends and their lives.  Just keeps us feeling we still 
are part of a loving family and people still care about us.  Thank you all.”  - 
Delaney and May Morris.   
“During this pandemic time, most of the seniors are pretty much stay at homers 
and not able to even attend church.  I always look forward to the newsletter and 
the delicious lunch.”  --Aiko Morita.   
“The newsletter is very informative as we get to know the background of the 
people interviewed.”  --Yolanda Higa.   
“In 2021, we look forward to a new Japanese column.”—Junko Ashida 
 
It’s exciting to read the in-depth interviews and hobbies about each other.  It also 
includes articles about stress management during Covid-19.   
 
How are MV seniors doing during this Stay-at-Home period?  Our June 2020 
survey reported the following activities:  Walking at the park (Noriko Umekita 
walks 3 miles a day), reading, gardening, Tai Chi, and line dancing were the most 
popular activities.  Besides maintaining lawns, our seniors grew roses, gardenias, 
tomatoes, lettuce, blueberries, zucchini and sweet potatoes.  Popular TV shows 
were TV Japan and Japanese TV News Station, Channel 4, CNN, and TBN.  
Recommended readings included “How People Change” by Timothy S. Lane and 
Paul David Tripp, “The Gift of Years” by Joan Chittister, and health related articles 
on Google.  A few suggested MVFMC can help by shopping for groceries and 
transportation to doctors.  Younger seniors continue to deliver luncheons to older 
homebound seniors.  Members converse, feel supported, and spirits are lifted thus 
reducing isolation.  
 
The major form of staying in touch with family & friends is via phone and Zoom. 
Our Core Team members provide leadership  & organization, pick up and deliver 
the luncheons, and send out cards regularly.  We are grateful to Keiro for 
providing this luncheon program now in its 4th year. 
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Senior Luncheon Members: 
They are Pastor Dave, Carol Komatsuka, Lenora Hall, Sadako and Kaz Achiwa, and 
Joy Shiraishi.  Additional helpers include Nelson Liu, Dennis Bamamoto, Steve 
Garcia, & Willie Hall.   
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Special Events 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
2020 Review: 
2020 was a year of virtual special events. Since we could not meet in person the 
staff felt it was important for us to engage our church family.  One of the ways we 
tried to engage our church family was through Special Events.   
 
Since we were not able to pass out gifts during worship service, the staff and 
Board members delivered the gifts to our congregation.  We were thankful for the 
opportunity to serve our church family and blessed to be able to care for you.  
 
Mother’s Day – The Staff made hand soap and baked cookies for the women in our 
church. 
 
Father’s Day – The Women’s Ministry volunteers (Grace Fukuyama, Joy Garcia, 
Irene Ikeda, Sheri Lee, May Morris, Amy Seto, Kim Yokoyama) baked brownies and 
staff ordered masks for the men in the church. 
 
The Seto Farewell Drive Thru – Pastor Mako’s MRT (Joyce Miyabe, Sherwin 
Serrano, Fred Tsen), 2/4 South Life Group, Staff, and Board planned a farewell 
sendoff for the Seto Family. It was a wonderful event to say farewell to family we 
loved so much.  
 
Christmas – The staff made our annual Christmas trail mix and with the help of 
our Board, delivered them to our church family members. 
 
2021 Vision: 
We do not know what the ministry environment will look like in 2021, but we are 
committed to finding new ways to engage with our church family during this 
pandemic.   
 
Special Thanks: 
A very special thank you to Amy Seto who was our Special Events/Connect Cafe 
Coordinator for many years. She did an amazing job and impacted the way Mission 
Valley celebrated various occasions. 
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Sports- Basketball 
Submitted by Rand Eguchi 

2020 Review: 
The MVA started 2020 with the same format of having an open gym on Wednesday 
nights at Wilson High School. But due to the pandemic, the MVA was forced to 
close down early in the year. We initially thought that the shutdown would be 
temporary. As the pandemic continued, we tried scheduling a weekly Zoom get 
together. We had about 3-4 sessions with an average attendance of 4 people. The 
Zoom get togethers didn’t seem to catch on, so we canceled them. When the MVA 
was in session, the following observations were made: 

• This year, the average attendance was 17 to 20 players per night. There 
have been times where the attendance has reached 30 players. 

• The format allows for more opportunities to invite friends, family and co-
workers. 

• The result has created several groups of people such as older NAU players, 
friends of NAU players, a group from OC Free Methodist, a group of college 
age players, co-workers, etc.  

• The format also has created a more relaxed, friendlier, welcoming 
environment as opposed to the formal MVA league, which was more serious 
and created a more competitive environment. 

• During non-playing time, players develop deeper friendships where support 
is provided in family passings, weddings and births. 

• Opportunities to challenge players to “move” in their relationship with God. 
Invitations to church, small groups, special events, etc. 
 

2021 Vision: 
The Pandemic has challenged the leaders to review the mission of the MVA. For 
example, when the MVA cannot play basketball on a regular basis, can the MVA 
still connect with friends, family and co-workers and introduce them to the 
Church and to Christ? Following are some objectives for 2021, that will help keep 
the MVA focused on our Vision. 

• When the gyms open again, continue the format with the informal Open 
Gym and encourage more opportunities to Connect with the players.  

• Continue the half time announcement and prayer time. 
• Discuss options such as increase the time of the gym rental and/or adding a 

second night and/or renting the large and the small gym. 
• Continue to use reversible jerseys to distinguish between the 2 teams on the 

court. 
• Mentoring opportunities could be further developed. 
• Consider branching out and piloting sports such as Pickleball. A benefit of a 

sport like Pickleball, is that it could be set up at the Church, without having 
to apply for Civic Center permits. Also, it doesn’t require as many players to 
play and may be more attractive to older players and is easy to learn.  
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• Lastly, the pandemic has created an opportunity to connect with the MVA 
players outside the gym. In 2020, the MVA didn’t take advantage of the 
opportunity to continue the connection with the players. So, in 2021, as the 
pandemic continues, the MVA can be more intentional in reaching out and 
staying connected with the MVA players. 

 
Basketball Ministry Committee Members: 
Coordinators – Sherwin Serrano and Rand Eguchi    
Equipment manager – Brian Mar  
 
Prayer Requests: 
Prayer support for the MVA leaders, the MVA 2021 Open Gym nights, developing 
connections with the MVA attendees. 
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Sports- Golf 
Submitted by Steve and Joy Garcia 

 
2020 Review: 
MV golf continues to be the oldest sports ministry at Mission Valley.  Thanks to 
our enthusiastic golf committee we were able to golf 3 outings this year even with 
the pandemic.  Two of our outings were with the Anaheim church, our sister 
church in Orange county.   
MV golf has brought fellowship with church members and their non-Christian 
friends. 
 
2021 Vision: 
We look forward to more outings in 2021 starting in the month of June. We also 
plan to schedule some golf clinics for novice golfers.   
 
Golf Ministry Committee Members: 
Steve & Joy Garcia  
John Iwamiya  
John Kadowaki  
Mitz Shiozaki 
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Welcome Team 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
Background Information: 
The goal for the Welcome Team (Greeters, Welcome Desk, Ushers) is to glorify 
God by creating a warm and loving environment every Sunday. Whether it is your 
first time visiting or if you have been attending MV for over 20 years! We may not 
be biggest church or even the hippest church but can be the most loving!  
 
As with the other Sunday ministries of the church, the pandemic allowed us to 
experience in person worship services during the first quarter of the year.  
 
Welcome Team Ministry Members: 
I want to acknowledge and thank Diane Reynolds, Carolyn Kimura, Catherine 
Kimura, Sachiko Carpenter, Jordan Seto, Brandon Hudson, Skylar Hudson, Andrew 
Quesada and the Boy Scout Troop 365 for serving as greeters, ensuring everyone is 
greeted with a handshake or a hug.  
 
I also appreciate Matt Kimura, Junko Kimura, James Kimura, Ashlee Kimura, David 
& Amy Chien, Lerner & Cynthia Chu, Amy Seto, Jeff Lowe, Kimmie Matsuda, James 
Ogata, Craig Suzuki, Steve & Joy Garcia, Kim Yokoyama, Fred & Cerina Tsen, 
Reggie & Kacie Bauzon, Jay & Chasity Miyagi, and Peter & Val Ji for being a vital 
component of our team as Welcome Desk agents to ensure people are getting 
checked into Servant Keeper.  
 
The ushers are also a vital component to our Welcome Team. Thank you to Bob 
Hirose (lead usher), Ed Kunimasa, John Kadowaki, Sets Oda, Jeff Lowe, James 
Ogata, Borden Narusawa, Craig Suzuki, Willie Hall and Chris Ingoldsby for 
faithfully serving. 
 
When we planned our re-opening services and launched our outdoor services, the 
Welcome Team ministry played a vital role in allowing us to worship in person. 
Please see my report in the Worship Section to see how they served Mission Valley 
during the COVID-19 crisis. 
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Worship 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
2020 Review: 
Our country has identified certain individuals who work on the frontline line 
battling COVID-19 as heroes.  At Mission Valley, our Dream Stream Team are our 
heroes. They are Sherwin and Leah Serrano, Jeff and Chiho Lowe, Robert Mino, 
Peter Yu, Kiki Penano, Danny Tanaka, and our worship members (Nathan Shin, 
Michael Fukuyama, Yumi Narusawa, Koh Ikeda, Takeshi Yoshino and Chiho Lowe). 
 
Prior to COVID-19 we had a rotation of people who served in our Worship 
Ministries. Since March, they have served week after week providing a Live 
Stream service for us to be ushered into the presence of God.  At first, they were 
not sure how to Live Stream a worship service. But over time, they learned, 
purchased new equipment, and sacrificed their time to Live Stream the service you 
see today.  We still have a few glitches, but many of them are caused by 
circumstances beyond our control such as our internet provider.  I was amazed 
how they were able to problem solve and work around obstacles to provide a 
worship service every Sunday.     
 
Michael Fukuyama, Koh Ikeda, along with guest worship leaders did a great job 
leading worship when the church was not able to meet in person. 
 
We were blessed when God brought us Nathan Shin as our new Worship 
Coordinator. He has fit in seamlessly and is a fine addition to our staff. His 
passion for God is evident in the way he leads worship.  
 
In the Spring of 2020, the Re-Opening planning team consisting of Pastor 
Mako/Amy Seto, Jeff Lowe, Peter Ji, and Matt Kimura laid out the plans for us to 
resume meeting indoor.  They adhered to LA County and CDC health guidelines as 
well as the meeting capacity limitations placed on indoor services.  We 
participated in two practice worship service before LA County banned all indoor 
services.  In the fall, they got together to plan in-person outdoor services to be run 
simultaneously with our live stream worship service. It was a lot of work, but we 
were able to provide outdoor worship services until the new cases of COVID-19 
exploded and we suspended the service until we feel it is safe to meet again. 
 
When will we be returning to in-person services?  As I write this, our health care 
system is on the verge of collapsing due to the increasing number of people who 
need medical treatment for their illnesses.  Hospitals and clinics are being overrun 
and do not have the capacity to treat new patients. As long as this current 
situation exists, I believe we need to do what we can to protect the health of our 
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church family and health care system.  When the current health care crisis 
improves, the staff will discuss reinstating in person services. 
 
Special Thanks to our Set up Team Leader Jeff Lowe and his team (Chris 
Ingoldsby, Andrew Lee, Austin Lee Nelson Liu), Set up/Parking Leader Peter Ji and 
his crew (Lerner, Cynthia, Tristen Chu), A/V Steve Garcia and Ashley Kimura, 
Registration Health check-in Sheri Lee, Arin Lee, Alyssa Lee, Linda Hu, and Junko 
Kimura, EventBrite registration Matt Kimura.  
 
Without their help we could not have held our in-person worship services.  We 
learned a lot from their efforts and are better equipped to restore our indoor or 
outdoor worship services when we feel it is safe to do so. 
 
Worship Team Members:  
Worship Leaders: Nathan Shin, Naoko Suga, Koh Ikeda, Amy Meng, Michael 
Fukuyama 
 
Vocalists: Edel Penano, Chiho Lowe, Caitlyn Way, Timmy Way. 
 
Acoustic Guitar: Nathan Shin, Michael Fukuyama 
 
Bass Guitar: Chiho Lowe, Takeshi Yoshino 
 
Drums: Michael Fukuyama, Yoshiya Matsuura 
 
Piano: Yumi Narusawa,  
 
Strings: Mana Tatsuki 
 
Audio/Visual Team Members: 
 
Sound: Robert Mino, Sherwin Serrano, Ashley Kimura 
 
Video: Steve Garcia, Leah Serrano, Ashley Kimura, Chiho Lowe, Craig Tanihara 
 
Lights: Craig Tanihara 
Baptism Ministry Members: 
Will Pak, Danny Tanaka, Chastity Nguyen 
 
Communion Team Members: 
Steve and Joy Garcia, Aiko Morita 
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Worship ministry is challenging because of the coordination it takes to create a 
worship service every Sunday, 52 weeks a year.  This year of live-streaming and 
conducting outdoor services could not happen without the dedication of all the 
people who serve in our Worship Ministry.  I am truly grateful for their servant’s 
heart and passion to bring us into the presence of God every Sunday. 
 
Prayer Request: 
Please pray that God will provide us with more musicians and volunteers to serve 
in Worship ministries. 
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Youth Ministry- FLOW 
Submitted by Kiki Penano 

 
Background Information: 
We are continuously excited by what God is doing in the lives of our youth. The 
vision of FLOW Student Ministries is to educate, equip and empower Youth so their 
lives FLOW to God, with God and for God; and our Mission is to see this happen as 
students 

Find God 
Love God 
Obey God and 
Worship God 

  
2020 Review: 
We started the year with continuing our 2019/2020 teaching theme of “G2: Growing 
in Goodness.” After spending the previous year focusing on the topic of FLOW 
(Finding, Loving, Obeying and Worshiping God), Michael and I both agreed the 
natural result of having a life that FLOWs is one that is growing in God. As a result, 
our vision for the year was to see how our students can truly grow in their faith. 
One essential way we believe this happens is through understanding God’s 
goodness. The word “good” has become so every day and common that oftentimes 
it loses the impact of understanding that God is good. When people ask how we are, 
we immediately and unconsciously reply “good.” We call pizza good; we call movies 
good; we call school good. So, when we say that God is good, what distinguishes His 
goodness from anything else we casually say is good? But God’s goodness is essential 
to who He is. It is part of His character; it is what makes Him worthy; and that 
goodness is unchanging. Because we under-value His goodness, then when things 
happen in our life that are not good, we fail to see that He is still good, and his 
goodness is unchanged by the circumstances of our lives. If we could better 
understand the goodness of God, this leads us to growing in our faith. 
 
In February, our students were excited to attend our annual Midwinter retreat with 
our PCJC sister churches. After having weather issues the past few years that have 
resulted in the last-minute cancellations of our campsite, this year we went to a new 
site in San Diego County. It was an amazing retreat! We had 13 students and 5 staff 
who attended. The highlight of the weekend was when one of our High School 
students made the decision to accept Jesus in his heart! 
 
When the pandemic hit in March, we were forced to shift our ministry online. With 
that, we also had to shift our minds and understanding of what ministry looks like. 
In person FLOW Group meetings were substituted with Zoom calls, and parties and 
gatherings were substituted with drive-bys. It was a difficult shift, but at the same 
time we saw many blessings come out of the change. Where students’ lives were 
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normally jam-packed with school, activities and sports, suddenly their lives were 
filled with extra time and nothing to do. Through the pandemic, it allowed some 
students to slow down and find rest. For some, it gave them time to study God’s 
Word and re-engage in community. Through this pandemic, three high school girls 
and one middle high girl gave their hearts to Jesus. 
 
During the summer where we normally would have fun outings and on-campus 
FLOW Nights, this summer we were able to have online FLOW Nights and different 
virtual events. We had a movie night scavenger hunt, a home workout night, a game 
night, a cooking night and a paint night.  
 
In September we kicked off our Fall Ministry and introduced our teaching theme for 
the 2020/2021 year—“Hope.” 2020 was a difficult year. For many, it was a season 
filled with much hopelessness. But oftentimes, hopelessness is experienced because 
we are placing our hope in the wrong things. Hebrews 11:1 says that "faith is being 
sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” Essentially, faith is 
believing our hope is true. Hope and faith are closely intertwined, and oftentimes a 
loss of faith is because of a loss of hope. As Christians we know we are supposed to 
have our faith in the Lord. We’re taught that constantly in church. It’s what makes 
us Christians by definition... that our faith is to remain in the Lord. But we don’t 
always remember that we need to have our hope in the Lord. It’s not something that 
is emphasized as much in our teachings. As humans it’s sometimes easy to put our 
hope in things of this earth. However, things of this world are fallible and things of 
this world fail. And when our hopes of this world fail us, sometimes we translate 
that to mean that our faith has failed us. That is why we are focusing on hope this 
year. Because keeping our hope fixated on the Lord is essential to our faith. Our 
prayer is that as students walk away from this year, they will do so with their hope 
planted firmly upon the Lord, the one Truth that can never fail us. 
 
It was a rollercoaster year, but we are excited to look back and see how God was at 
work. 
 
2020 Highlights: 
Our greatest highlight of the year was seeing 5 youth give their hearts to Jesus 
through one-on-one discipleship, youth group and our midwinter retreat. Even 
though 2020 has been unpredictable, it’s amazing to see how God has been able to 
use this pandemic to reach out and touch the heart of the youth. 
 
2021 Vision: 
In 2021, we are excited to see how God will continually work in the lives of our 
youth. In the coming year, our vision is to continue to grow our Youth ministry, not 
only physically in numbers, but most importantly, grow our students’ faiths and 
relationships with Jesus. We desire students’ lives to be changed and transformed 
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and evidenced through acts such as professions of faith, baptism, and discipleship 
relationships.  
 
Youth Advisors: 
I am so thankful for those who have invested in the lives of our Youth this past year: 

• Michael Fukuyama 
• Alexis Borja 
• Sam Kim & Joyce Yee 
• Edel Penano 
• Caitlyn Way 
• Kim & Takeshi Yoshino 

 
Prayer Requests: 

• For continued life-changing encounters where our Youth deepen their faith 
and knowledge of God 

• For students to stay engaged with the Word of God. Please pray that “online 
fatigue” will not be a barrier to students learning more about Jesus. 

• For our students to have a faith and relationship with Jesus that is not only 
head knowledge, but a true heart experience.  
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Finance 
Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 
2020 Review:   
When we were not allowed to worship in person, I wondered how it would affect 
our giving since we receive most of the tithing during Sunday worship 
service. Our God is  so faithful!  Thank you for your sacrificial giving!   
 
Our giving (tithes/offering) increased by $52,000 (9%) compared to 2019 and we 
exceeded our budget by $62,700! Tithing is one of the signs of spiritual growth. It 
shows that more of us trusting God with our financial needs.  
 
The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 9:6-11, “Remember this: Whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously.  Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is 
able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.  As it is written:  
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures 
forever.”]  
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You 
will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”  
 
Thank you so much for being such cheerful and generous givers!  
When we receive our tithes and offerings a certain percentage called assessments 
goes to the Free Methodist Denomination and PCJC Conference:  
7% goes to the PCJC Conference.   
6% goes to the Free Methodist Denomination.  
  
Also, 10% of our tithes are used to support both local and global missions.  
  
Every month, 33% of what we receive is paid out, leaving us 77% 
for administrative, operational, and ministry costs.  Many churches do not budget 
their finances this way, but God has been so good to us through your faithful 
giving!  Because tithing has been so good this year, we were able to give a special 
monetary gift to our missionaries and missions organizations above what we gave 
them monthly!    
  
Since many of our ministries were suspended due to COVID-19 our total expenses 
were $23,000 under budget. We ended the year with a surplus of $103,700!  
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Finance Team Members: 
I want to personally thank finance team for doing an outstanding job of generating 
reports and analyzing our finances: Amy Wu (Treasurer), May Morris, Nelson Liu, 
and Kiki Penano!  
 
Also, I am very appreciative of the hard work of our counters who count the 
tithes/offering on a weekly basis:  Nancy Shiozaki, Lynn Higashi, Carolyn Kimura, 
Catherine Kimura, Yuriko Katayama, Cida Mino, Yumi Narusawa and Etsuko 
Ingoldsby.  
 
A special thank you to Catherine Kimura, Cida Mino and Nelson Liu for 
processing our checks.   
 
Prayer Request: 
Please continue to pray for our leadership as we seek God for discernment in how 
we can use our financial resources be a blessing to others!  
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Balance Sheet  
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2020 Financial Statement 
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New Members 
Krystyna Matsuda       October 25, 2020 
Peter Yu        October 25, 2020 
Peter Ji        October 25, 2020 
Valerie Ji        October 25, 2020 
Carrrie Lee        December 19, 2020 
Jeff Lee        December 19, 2020 
Borden Naruzawa       December 19, 2020 
Yumi Naruzawa       December 19, 2020 

 
Professions of Faith 

Amanda Brunjes 
Matty Chang 
Ellie Kawakami 
Sophie Kawakami 

Eric Lim 
Chloe Morales 
Julia Nagallanes 
Jimmy Thai  
Derek Wang 
Audrey Yu 
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