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Senior Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

 

2019 was an awesome year!  

For the past 5 years, we started off every year with the goal to have our 

culture shaped by our vision statement, “Becoming a loving community, 

inviting and challenging people to move towards Christ” and our values 

of Connect, Care, Call, and Courage. Vision and values communicate 

who we want to become, while culture defines who we are. Because of 

our efforts in this area, we have seen growth in our:  

 

1) Desire to become more like Christ.  

2) Ability to care about one another.  

3) Friendliness to newcomers.  

4) Excitement to serve the body of Christ.  

 

I was so excited 10 people made a first-time commitment to Jesus Christ! 

We were able to baptize 11 people and introduce 8 new members to the 

church! This was proof that of the Holy Spirit’s power to transform the lives 

of those who trust Him!  

2019 was the year Mission Valley turned 100 years old! It was truly amazing 

to see God’s faithfulness throughout the 100-year history of our church. 

We stand on the shoulders of the faithful men and women who blazed a 

trail for us, and I know we are paving the way for the next generation of 

Jesus’ disciples to follow in our footstep. Celebrating 100 years of God’s 

faithfulness made me feel privileged to be a part of our distinguished 

history.  
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I would like to thank the Centennial Committee for their hard work in 

reminding us how God used and continues to use Mission Valley to impact 

the world for His glory.  

Because we have being seeing God add to our numbers, the staff felt the 

need to organize our first Mission Valley Family Camp! It served as a great 

opportunity for us to form new relationships and strengthen old ones. I am 

very thankful for the Family Camp committee, who worked tirelessly to 

provide a such a meaningful experience the those who attended the 

camp.  

We remodeled our Children’s ministry Center! With an increasing number 

of children involved in our Children’s ministry, we needed to reconfigure 

our space to minister more effectively. I want to thank the Design Team 

and Capital Campaign Team for allowing us to design facilities that meet 

our growing need.  

Financially, we had a very strong year. Increased giving is often a sign of 

spiritual growth because it shows and greater trust in God’s ability to take 

care of our needs. I am truly blessed because the more we receive, the 

more we can give away. It is my desire to steward our finances 

considering Matthew 5:21, “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 

charge of many things.”  

I feel so fortunate to be working with an awesome staff, Pastor Mako, Kiki, 

Krystyna, Michael, and Caitlyn were such a blessing to me this past year. 

Even though they are young, this group worked hard to help the 

individuals in their ministries grow in Christ. The closeness we feel towards 

each other was evident in the way we supported each other throughout 

the year. When one person needed help, we were all willing to do what 

we could to help lighten the load of that person. In 2020, I know God will 

continue to strengthen the bond that we have with one another.  

Where are we going in 2020?  

Our goal in 5 years is to create and outward focused culture at Mission 

Valley and live out the Great Commission: 18 Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
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them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20  

Over the past 5 years, we worked hard to create a loving, hospitable, and 

Christ centered culture at Mission Valley. I feel the next step is to take our 

culture outside the walls of our church in order to impact our community 

for Christ.  

According to research, our society has transitioned from a Christian 

centered society, to a Post-Christian one, and then, to an anti-Christian 

culture. Today, Christianity is neither in the center of our society as 

something we are either for or against. Christianity is a faith that doesn’t 

matter anymore to our society. Our goal will be to make the Gospel 

Message relevant again in our community.  

It is my hope that as you read the 2019 Annual Society Report, your will be 

encouraged by what God did at Mission Valley last year and excited for 

what He will do through us in 2020. God gifted you to be a part of what 

He will be doing this year and it is my prayer that you will see what He can 

do with a willing heart.  

It has truly been a privilege serving as your senior pastor. You have been 

such a source of blessing and enjoyment for me as well as my staff. 

 

 

Executive Pastor/Board Chairman’s Report 

Pastor Mako Seto 

 

100 years! Wow!  Praise God! 

In 2019, we celebrated 100 years of God’s faithfulness at Mission Valley! 

We are so blessed to call Mission Valley our home! God has truly provided 

for us, protected us and guided our church!  From our humble beginnings 

in 1919, with God creating a conviction in the hearts of women 

missionaries to share the gospel with the Japanese American community, 

from having our worship services at a port in San Pedro because of scarce 

resources, to God preserving our church during World War 2 with most of 

our church members being sent to internment camps and God providing 

us with our current home in San Gabriel due to a fire at our East LA church.  
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The fire destroyed the church, a few days after the church’s remodel 

project was completed.  This left our church crushed and devastated.  But 

once again God provided for our church and reminded us of His 

faithfulness!  

As I reflect back and praise God for His faithfulness, I am also inspired by 

the courage of our brothers and sisters that came before us.  They went 

through extreme storms and had the courage to pass through those 

storms because of their faith in Christ. Without their faith and courage in 

Jesus to move on, we would not be here today as a church.       

Their courage reminds me of the passage from Matthew 14:22-33, Peter 

walking on water in the middle of a storm.  Peter was able to do 

something that no one has ever done before because he placed his faith 

in Jesus!  Peter was terrified and I could imagine all the thoughts that 

raced through his mind as he was ready to get off the boat.  The thought 

of extreme doubt and fear must have consumed his mind.  But Jesus told 

Peter “come”. Peter obeyed and he walked on water! Out of the 12 

disciples, he was the only one that was able to experience the thrill of 

walking on water with Jesus!  At that moment, the other disciples had 

more faith in the boat than Jesus. The eleven disciples missed out on that 

opportunity to walk on water. The boat represents things that we trust in 

our lives other than Jesus.  It could be with our finances and not giving 

cheerfully, maybe not sharing the gospel because it is too scary, or not 

serving because it is not comfortable to do.  I believe for us to continue to 

walk on water for Jesus it requires faith and courage (pushing past our 

fears to live in faith and obedience to God).  If you never get off the boat, 

you will never be able to walk on water for Jesus! 

In 2019, MV family thank for getting off the boat and walking on water for 

Christ! You are glorifying God by leading others closer to Christ! We had 

an incredible year! 

God graciously allowed us to bear incredible fruit for His Kingdom in 2019! 

• 11 Baptisms 

• 8 New Members 

• 10 professions of Faith in Christ! 

• First ever, MV Family Camp at Lake Hughes with 125 attendees! 

• Remodeled Children and Youth areas! 

• 52 Children at Vacation Bible School! 
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• Over 65% of congregants are in Life Groups with 2 new Life Groups! 

• We are giving over $58,000 to local and global missions! 

• Giving has grown by over $56,000 compared to 2019! 

• Hosting 4 weeks of Family Promise! 

 

I am not a numbers type of guy. But I am fired up because I believe the 

numbers are a reflection on the spiritual growth that is happening at 

Mission Valley. The numbers represent people that have been impacted 

by Christ! There are also many testimonies in 2019 on God’s faithfulness 

that are not computable, but they are just as powerful! Your prayers, 

obedience, serving, giving, and love for Christ is making a difference! God 

didn’t just preserve us for 100 years to sit on the boat, but for us to get off 

the boat and walk on water for Him! We are in the midst of something 

special and I believe in 100 years from now our church will be talking 

about how God used you to walk on water for His Kingdom! 

My encouragement for 2020 is for us to continue and build on this great 

momentum we experienced in 2019! Let’s continue to have courage to 

walk on water for CHRIST!  As JESUS stated in John 15:16, “You did not 

choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 

bear fruit.”  Remember, God has chosen you and I to be here at Mission 

Valley to make a difference.   

I want to thank the leadership of our church that faithfully led and guided 

our church towards Christ!  God has called them to keep us encouraged 

and accountable to walk on water for Jesus!  I also want to thank our 

previous Board Chair, Chet Yoshizaki who paved the way for us to have a 

great 2019! 

Staff: 

• Dave Fukuyama, Senior Pastor 

• Kiki Penano, Family Life Director 

• Michael Fukuyama, Youth Intern 

• Krystyna Matsuda, Children Intern 

• Caitlyn Way, Worship Intern 
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Board Members: 

• Koh Ikeda 

• Matt Kimura 

• Leah Serrano 

• Fred Tsen 

• Jill Vidal 

• Jeff Lowe 

 

Please pray for the leadership of the church.  For the leaders to faithfully 

seek Christ in all that we do and for God’s will to be done at Mission 

Valley. 

Mission Valley family you are a great blessing to me & my family! It is truly 

an honor to serve you!  Thank you for a wonderful 2019 and let’s continue 

to walk on water for Jesus in 2020! 

 

 

Delegates’ Report 

Submitted by Fred Tsen, Koh Ikeda, Matt Kimura, & Kim Yokoyama 

 

2019 Review 

The Delegates serve as liaison between the society and its appointed 

personnel, as well as between the conference and the society.  Their 

primary tasks include representing the local church at annual 

conference, participating in conference activities as requested, 

representing the church to the superintendent, preserving unity within 

the body by promoting peace and harmony among the members.  

(Book of Discipline ¶6250.E2). This year’s church delegates are:  Koh 

Ikeda, Matt Kimura, Fred Tsen, and Jeff Lowe (reserve). 

The Pacific Coast Japanese Conference (PCJC) Leadership 

Conference was held on June 8, 2019 at Anaheim FM Church.  Bishop 

Thomas talked about qualities of a healthy church.  Some churches 

are happy with their present state, but if the church is not addressing 

all components (e.g. evangelism), the metrics will not show growth, 

which is unhealthy.  The challenge is that when congregations reach a 

comfortable place, they tend not to evangelize.  Some positive 
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indicators for MVFMC is that we have congregants being baptized and 

becoming members.  The conference focused on equipping 

attendees with resources they can bring back to the local churches.  

There were two one-hour session periods offered that delegates could 

attend (e.g. children ministry, starting a second service, making an 

impact in the community, etc).  

On the business side, Spt. Jason was re-elected for a 1-year term.  

Bishop Matt Thomas finished his tenure as bishop and received some 

heartfelt send-off gifts from the PCJC.   

Living Hope, formerly an independent church, joined the PCJC.  Living 

Hope has two campuses in the East Bay area, one in Pleasanton, the 

other in San Francisco.  Pastors Benjamin Robinson and his wife Sunhee 

are excited to be part of the PCJC family and may use the former East 

Bay FM campus as the church’s home base.   

Delegates also support the pastors and staff.  During October 20th 

service, the delegates recognized the pastors and staff.   

2020 Vision 

Mission Valley will host the 2020 PCJC Leadership Conference.  Pastor 

Mako is slated to be ordained as an elder with the PCJC at this time. 

In December, the Superintendent Search Committee recommended 

Pastor Keith Tanita to become the next PCJC superintendent.   

Ministry Committee  

The 2019 Mission Valley delegates:  Fred Tsen, Jeff Lowe (reserve), Koh 

Ikeda, Matt Kimura.   

Ministry Prayer Requests 

Continue to pray for our pastors in 2020 as they cast vision and lead 

the Mission Valley church.   

Pray for the PCJC as Pastor Keith Tanita will be voted in at the June 

Leadership Conference as the next superintendent.   
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Trustees’ Report 

Submitted by Danny Kim, Chairman 

 

2019 Review:  

This year was a very typical year for the Trustees. We had one workday this 

year with a tremendous turnout of people helping to clean our church 

campus. We installed new digital timers for our front parking lot lights. We 

repaired a leak in the lobby of the sanctuary and in one of the classrooms 

along our patio. We also did some plumbing repairs to the office restroom. 

One of our bigger projects was to replace all internal flushing components 

in our toilets, with new more efficient components throughout the 

campus.  

We obtained three different estimates/quotes from various contractors for 

the remodeling of our four restrooms. We obtained three estimates from 

various shading/sail companies to give us different options into providing 

shading of certain areas of the campus. We also obtained a current 

estimate on the resurfacing of our parking lot. We assisted with the 

relocation of all Children’s Ministry furniture and supplies in preparation of 

the remolding project. We also assisted with the setting up of the new 

Children’s Ministry area, moving and assembling new furniture.  

 

2020 Vision:  

This year we anticipate that we will have to tackle some of the larger 

maintenance issues that have been deferred for years. We will try to move 

forward with the resurfacing and restriping of our church parking lot. Staff 

and leaders of the church want to remodel our existing restrooms and 

provide some type of shading/shade in our courtyard/patio area. Budgets 

will need to be considered to determine what projects are most feasible. 

Our HVAC systems are old and in need of constant repair but we will 

maintain a specific emergency budget to replace those units when the 

time comes. We should also establish a similar budget to cover the cost of 

painting the entire church, no current estimate has been obtained.  

Trustee Membership:  

The following members served on the Trustees for 2019: Chet Yoshizaki, 

Chair, Mako Seto, Staff Liason, Frank Kawakami, Nelson Liu, Sherwin 
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Serrano, Reggie Bauzon, Lerner Chu, Sam Kim, Lynn Higashi, Sets Oda, 

Pastor Ed Park and Danny Kim.  

 

Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests:  

Please pray for the Trustees to make sound financial decisions as to the 

maintenance, repair and purchase of any church related items. Pray for 

the encouragement and faithful serving of all the Trustees to keep our 

church a safe and clean environment. 

 

 

Design Team 

Submitted by Chet Yoshizaki, Lead 

 

Design Team Members: Rev. Dave Fukuyama, Pastor Ed Park, Kiki Penano, 

Delaney Morris, Matt Kimura, Fred Tsen, Allyson Chen, Naoko Suga, Hanna 

Tatsuki  

 

2019 Summary  

In 2016, we embarked on plan to build Phase II of the remodeI process 

which included the enhancement of the Children’s facilities and addition 

of the Nursery. The Board approved funds for the retention of PIain Joe, 

architects, and subsequently approved a construction contract with 

CopperTop Enterprises as GeneraI Contractors for the remodel.  

 

By the fall of 2016 we heId various sessions to visualize what was needed 

and how the spaces could be transformed. Over the next year, we 

established the Design Team and consumed numerous hours reviewing 

and discussing options and alternatives to accomplish our vision and 

goals. By the beginning of 2018 we were in plan documentation and at 

the end of spring, submitted pIans to the City for permits. The permitting 

process took Ionger than expected but we were finally under construction 

by Iate spring of 2019 and completed in September, 2019. With the 

finishing touches compIeted throughout the month of September, we 

were open for ministry in October.  

 

It shouId aIso be noted that efforts were extended to provide greater 

input with the expanded Design Team including the Nichigo Division. 
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Special commendations shouId be extended to Kiki Penano for her vision 

and Ieadership for the ChiIdren’s Ministry and deveIopment of plans for 

the project; to Matt Kimura who assisted in a number of side projects 

related to the totaI project and assisting with the coordination by being 

on-Site on a weekly basis; to Fred Tsen who committed time to the design 

efforts taking time off work to attend meetings and design sessions; and to 

the Campaign Committee who administered the building fund 

throughout this entire process. 

 

Fiscal lmpact  

During construction we encountered some structural conditions which 

required substantiaI reinforcement and we also added to the general 

scope of the project because of improvements needed in areas directly 

adjacent to the actual remodeled spaces. It was during this period that 

we constantly made financial adjustments to keep costs down, 

eliminating some elements that were originally planned and replaced 

with items that had to be added to ensure we had the basic 

improvements to satisfy our goal of providing a safe, cIean, and efficient 

environment for the chiIdren. Some of the elements that were added 

included upgrading of the toilets in all of the restrooms on campus, 

extending the new flooring and painting in areas outside the Children’s 

remodel, air conditioning modifications, and upgrading wayfinding 

signage on campus. Not all of the added items were charged against the 

Building Fund.  

The total cost of the remodel project was $475,00O rounded up. There are 

still some items that will be charged to the building fund for miscellaneous 

expenses.  

 

2020 Vision  

The Design Team has been disbanded since its core assignment has been 

completed. There are no projects that have been officially adopted for 

2020. In collaboration with the Trustees, campus-wide improvements will 

continue as directed by the Official Board. Building Funds remain to 

complete smaller projects over the next year. Currently, the Building Fund 

has a balance of $130,118. 
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Mission Kids – Children’s Ministry 

Submitted by Kiki Penano 

 

2019 Review  

2019 was an awesome year for Mission Kids! Each year it is so exciting to 

see how God continues to grow and work in the young lives of our 

church. It is a blessing to see how kids are coming to know the Lord and 

are being changed and transformed.  

 

Some highlights from this past year include:  

• The baptism of Chelsea Chien, and 4 lives gave their hearts to Jesus 

through our Vacation Bible School program.  

 

• We had a wonderful Easter celebration. The kids performed a song 

with motions in service. We anticipated a growth in numbers for our 

Easter Egg Hunt this year, so we prepared 1,000 Easter Eggs and 

designated 2 “hunt areas” (the courtyard and the sanctuary). We 

had close to 70 kids participate in the Easter Egg hunt.  

 

• After 3 years of fundraising and a huge investment of our church 

and Design Team, we were able to remodel our student facilities 

this year. We have spent a lot of time discussing, visioning and 

planning for this space and we are so excited to see it come to 

fruition. One of the main weaknesses of our children’s ministry had 

been the lack of security and safety for our children. With the 

redesign, we now have a ministry area that is secure and provides 

better protection. It is also our prayer that this new space will afford 

us the opportunity to better minister to this growing ministry. Thank 

you to the Design Team who worked tirelessly to see this project 

through to completion!  

 

• This summer we were able to hire a Children’s Ministry Intern, 

Krystyna Matsuda. Krystyna has been an amazing addition to our 

staff and ministry. Her heart for Jesus and to love his children has 

made a huge impact on Mission Kids.  

 

• Every summer, one of our highlights is our Vacation Bible School. I 

am so grateful for Cerina Tsen who has co-directed the program 

the past four years and has helped elevate the program to the next 

level. The theme this year was “Roar.” The kids were thrilled to see 
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our church transform into an African Safari adventure. Through VBS, 

students discovered that even though life gets wild, God is good. It 

was exciting to see over 60 members of our Mission Valley Family 

come together to serve the children of our church and community. 

This year we hosted our biggest program yet, with 52 kids who 

attended throughout the week.  

 

• This summer we celebrated our 5th Annual Happy Summer Days. 

Happy Summer Days is our family fun series, weekly activities for 

families and friends to fellowship with one another. This year we had 

a summer kick-off BBQ with water games, a pancake & PJ party, a 

Pre-4th of July family picnic, an ice cream & pool party, a make 

your own pizza and movie night, bowling, and an end of summer 

BBQ with s’mores and a waterslide bounce house! Through these 

events, we had over 70 people, kids and parents, who attended 

throughout the summer. It was a great time to fellowship with the 

Mission Valley families, as well as the friends that were able to 

attend.  

• In October we celebrated our Grand Opening of our ministry 

facilities with a Party! We celebrated with a combined worship 

service with Nichigo, a ribbon cutting ceremony, a BBQ, an Ice 

Cream Truck and fun carnival games as a way to tour our new 

classrooms.  

 

It was an exciting year of ministry with Mission Kids and we are excited to 

see how God will continue to work in the lives of our kids!  

 

2020 Vision  

Looking to 2020, we are excited to see how God will continue to work in 

the lives of children through Mission Kids. A couple of years ago we 

renamed our Children’s Ministry to “Mission Kids.” There is some word play 

off our church name (using the word Mission), but the heart behind the 

name is that in two short words, it describes the whole purpose of our 

ministry. Our mission is our kids—to teach them about Jesus and to invest in 

developing their faiths. But not only that, a key aim of our ministry is to 

teach and train our kids in their own mission in life as disciples of Jesus.  

 

When we launched our new ministry space in the Fall, part of the redesign 

included theming around the elements of water, light, fire and earth. 

Each of these elements are essential to live. Likewise, just as these physical 
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elements are essential in sustaining our physical lives, these same spiritual 

elements are essential to our spiritual lives. The vision of Mission Kids is to 

equip our kids with the basic elements of faith so they can live out their 

mission for Jesus.  

 

Our spiritual elements are based on Biblical teaching:  

 

Light  

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your 

good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. Matthew 5:16 (NIV)  

 

Water  

Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow 

from within them. John 7:38 (NIV)  

 

Fire  

Never let the fire in your heart go out. Keep it alive. Serve the Lord. 

Romans 12:11 (NIRV)  

 

Earth  

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” Mathew 28:19-20 (NIV) 

 

Our vision for 2020 is to see our kids live out the elements of their faith.  

 

Ministry Teams  

I am so thankful for the Mission Kids and Nursery Teams who faithfully 

served this past year to invest in the future generation of our church:  

• Sachiko Carpenter  

• Kiko Chang  

• Cynthia Chu  

• Amy & David Chien  

• Lynn Higashi  

• Kay Hirose  

• Skyler Hudson  

• Miho Kawakami  

• Joan Kunimasa  

• Sheri Lee  
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• Josephine Lim 

• Krystyna, Kaytlyn & Kyle Matsuda  

• Cida Mino  

• Yumi Narusawa  

• Kellyn Pak  

• Wes Portinga  

• Nancy Shiozaki  

• Shari & Sam Shioi  

• Craig Suzuki  

• Cerina & Fred Tsen  

• Dorothy Tsuji  

• Maya Vidal  

• Jackie Wei  

• Amy & Annabella Wu  

• Kaylie & JJ Yokoyama  

• Laurie Yoshino  

• Carol Yoshizaki 

 

Prayer & Ministry Needs  

• That we will be able to impact more little lives for Jesus this year.  

• More volunteers to serve in our areas of need for our Nursery, 

Preschool and Children’s Ministry.  

• Continued vision and creative ways to minister to the children of 

Mission Valley.  

• For our kids to be young disciples on their school campuses and 

introduce their friends to Jesus. 

 

 

 

Boy Scouts 

Submitted by Joan Kunimasa 

 

2019 Review  

This was our 4th year as a Boy Scout Troop and 1st year as the 

reestablished Troop 365. This troop was originally formed when our church 

was in its previous location and known as the Los Angeles Free Methodist 

Church. When the current leadership found out about the existence of a 

troop number associated with this church, they felt strongly that the 

original troop number should be reinstated to honor the contributions and 

continue the legacy of the previous leaders. It was fitting that it coincided 
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with the 100th Anniversary year of the church. The troop continues to grow 

and is blessed to be able to serve Mission Valley. Correspondingly, the 

troop has been blessed with support from the congregation through 

monetary donations, support of fundraisers, and donations of recyclables.  

 

Highlights:  

• Served on Scout Sunday in February (set up, greeters, Connect 

Café), Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, 100th Anniversary luncheon, 

Children’s ministry grand opening, and Family Promise  

• Completed several Scout projects to improve the church campus  

• Joey Huynh became an Eagle Scout in October. He is the first Eagle 

Scout recognized from Troop 365  

• Paul Wang and Matthew Brewer added as assistant Scoutmasters  

 

2020 Vision:  

• Continued growth, especially from youth attending Mission Valley.  

• Congregation more involved in sharing knowledge and skills with 

the troop.  

• Increased influence of our church core values in the troop, 

because the Scout Law states “A Scout is Reverent”  

 

Troop Committee Members:  

 

• Scoutmaster-Remy Chu  

• Assistant Scoutmasters-Edward Kunimasa, Paul Wang, Matthew 

Brewer  

• Committee Chair-Joan Hamaguchi(Kunimasa)  

• Treasurer-Maggie Huynh (Effective Jan. 2020-Linda Tram)  

• Secretary-Bernard Jin  

• Advancement Chair-Tiffany Sou  

• Board of Review Chair-Patricia Wang  

• Health & Safety Chair-Sachiko Carpenter 

 

Ministry Needs: 

Please continue to pray for the leadership as they guide the Scouts. We 

are always open to individuals who would like to share their knowledge 

and skills as merit badge counselors. Please do not hesitate to ask us 

about Scouting. We need continued support in our fundraising efforts so 

that no Scout is denied the opportunity due to finances. Our Friday night 

meetings are always open to visitors and prospective new Scouts. 



 

18 

 

 

Cub Scouts 

Submitted by Janice Shigaki 

 

2019 Review:  

This was our 3rd year as a cub scout pack chartered by Mission Valley. We 

have 8 cubs with the majority starting from the pack’s inception. At year-

end, there were 2 new cubs registering for 2020. We had an active year 

that included camping, hiking, and other adventures.  

 

Highlights:  

• Helped with Scout Sunday and Children’s ministry grand opening.  

• Had a successful food booth at the Cherry Blossom Festival in 

Monterey Park.  

• Slept overnight at the LA Zoo and learned about various animals.  

• Sang Christmas carols and handed out cards with cubs’ drawings to 

residents at Kei-Ai.  

• Terry Tang, an Eagle Scout, was assigned as Den Chief for the cubs.  

• Emi Chu and Carl Tiu were added as Den Leaders.  

 

2020 Vision:  

• Growing cub membership, from youth attending Mission Valley and 

from friends of existing cubs.  

• More collaborative activities with troop and pack.  

• More exposure of pack to the church, e.g., service activity or 

fundraiser  

 

Pack Leadership:  

 

• Cubmaster-Shari Shioi 

• Assistant Cubmaster-Guy Higashi  

• Committee Chair-Janice Shigaki  

• Treasurer-Emmie Bian  

• Advancement Chair-Andrew Shiozaki  

• Den Leader-Emi Chu  

• Den Leader-Sam Shioi  

• Den Leader-Carl Tiu  

 

Ministry Needs:  
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Please pray for the leadership and parents as they guide the cubs. Our 1st 

and 3rd Friday night meetings are always open to visitors and prospective 

new cubs. 

 

 

 

College Ministry 

Submitted by Kiki Penano 

 

2019 Overview  

This past year we kicked off and launched a new ministry to our college 

students. We had our 1st college fellowship meeting in the summer. Our 

kick-off was a casual gathering where we had dinner, played games and 

spent time getting to know each other. We had 17 students attend the 

first meeting! Half the students were from our church, and the remaining 

students were from connections with Michael. Over the summer we 

averaged 12-15 students at our gatherings. Once the school year started 

and students went back to school, the group shrunk in size to about 6-8.  

 

This past year we went through two different teaching series with our 

college students. Both series were very relatable to the students and 

fostered impactful conversation and teaching.  

 

• We went through “All the Places You’ll Go” by John Ortberg. The 

series talked about discerning the options God puts before us and 

having confidence in God’s will for our lives.  

 

• We also went through a series called “Adulting.” This has been a 

great series as it presents a Biblical look at real-life issues such as 

God’s will, careers, singleness, dating, commitment and faith.  

 

 

2020 Vision  

It has been exciting to see the birth of a ministry to our college students. In 

2020 we would like to continue to see this ministry as a place where 

college students can explore and deepen their faith and find community. 

College is an important, formative time in an individual’s life where they 

are trying to discover who they are and where their place of belonging is 

in this world. It is a time where they are under pressure to determine their 
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future and compete for success with those around them. Our desire is that 

our college group can be a place where students can find and hear 

God’s voice in the midst of all these pressures.  

 

College Advisors  

I am so thankful for those who have invested in the lives of our college 

students this past year:  

• Edel Penano  

• Leah & Sherwin Serrano  

 

 

Prayer & Ministry Needs  

• Please pray for our college students that are away at school that 

they will find a church and Christian community but will also know 

that they are a part of our Mission Valley family and community.  

• Pray for our students’ studies and that God may give them direction 

for their futures. 

 

 

 

Connect Cafe 

Submitted by Amy Seto 

 

2019 Review:  

MV Connect Café 2019 was comprised of 10 teams, with a different team 

serving each Sunday. The teams provide light snacks and beverages after 

service on Sunday mornings. The 9 teams comprised of:  

 

1. Junko & Matt Kimura (1st Sunday every month)  

2. Sheri Lee and Team  

3. Nancy Shiozaki, Cida Mino, Lynn Higashi, Yumi Narusawa  

4. Joyce Miyabe, Janice & Rand Eguchi, Aiko Morita, Dennis & Carol 

Babamoto  

5. Grace Fukuyama & Amy Seto-Quarterly  
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6. Joy Garcia, May Morris, Carol Yoshizaki – Quarterly  

7. MV Youth Group – Quarterly  

8. Family 2/4 lead by Kelly Lee- Quarterly  

9. Family 2/4 lead by Kim Yokoyama-Quarterly  

10. Boy Scouts (annual) 

MV Connect Cafe exists to provide a warm and inviting place for our 

congregation to fellowship in hopes new relationships will grow and 

existing relationships will strengthen. It’s a time guests should feel 

welcomed and engaged in meaningful ways.  

 

Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests:  

- additional volunteers and team leaders  

- Prayers that new and lasting relationships will be formed between new 

and regular attendees  

 

If you have a passion for hospitality and would like to serve on a team for 

2020, please contact Amy Seto @ amy.matsuyoshi@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

Family Promise 

Submitted by Carrie Lee 

 

Background Information and 2019 Review:  

Family Promise of San Gabriel Valley (FPSGV) mission is to help families 

challenged with homelessness and low-income families to achieve 

sustainable independence through a community-based approach. 

Mission Valley has partnered with Family Promise since 2011. FPSGV 

provides advocacy services, a temporary shelter program, a 

congregational network shelter program, and housing navigation support. 

Family Promise is one of the few agencies serving homeless and low-

income families which allows the entire family - mother, father, and 

children, to live together. There are currently 14 host congregations which 

provide shelter for the families throughout the year.  

 

After 7 years faithfully serving as Mission Valley’s Host Coordinator, Joyce 

Miyabe passed the coordinator duties to Carrie Lee in April 2019. Carrie or 

Linda Gabrie (who is always willing to step in and support) attend FPSGV’s 
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bi-monthly host coordinator meetings to obtain updates on FPSGV’s 

progress, direction and fundraising goals, the status of the participating 

families, and to share experiences and suggestions. Once again this year, 

Junko Kimura took the lead to put together a beautiful raffle gift basket 

for FPSGV’s Empty Bowls fundraiser, with donated items from various 

church members. Prior Executive Director Xochitl Hernandez also came to 

speak to the congregation in July 2019.  

 

FPSGV has undergone a few staffing changes, as Christina Alvarez was 

hired on as the new Program Manager in July 2019, and new Acting 

Executive Director Melissa Odotei was appointed in October 2019. About 

five families were housed by the host congregations in 2019, the FPSGV 

staff fielded over 40 calls per month, and over 150 families were 

connected to resources. Many of the families in the congregational 

shelter program have now obtained permanent housing. 

 

Mission Valley provided shelter and meals for four weeks in 2019. Over 70 

people(!), usually serving together with their life groups or with their family 

members, have provided support to the families, including providing 

meals and/or staying overnight. It has been a great time of fellowship for 

the life/family groups along with the participating families. The daily recap 

emails sent out by the dinner and overnight hosts provided vital 

information to help all volunteers feel connected to the families and to 

know how best to support their needs. One exciting change in 2019 was 

the provision of a hot breakfast for the families on the Saturday morning of 

their week-long stay. The participating families greatly appreciated 

starting their Saturday with a delicious and hearty hot breakfast.  

 

This year also saw the reach of Family Promise expanding within our 

congregation as several new life and family groups served as dinner hosts 

for the first time. In addition, the Boy Scouts and members from the 

Nichigo congregation also served for the first time in October. The 

Serranos also coordinated a dinner host group in October with Leah’s co-

workers.  

 

Throughout the year, the overnight host slots were still the most 

challenging volunteer slots to fill. Sincere appreciation goes out to the 

overnight hosts, most of whom served repeatedly throughout the year, 

who sacrificed their restful sleep and comfort to help fill this very important 

and vital role. Sincere thanks and appreciation also goes out to the 

church staff who are always willing to support the Family Promise program 

by filling in needed empty overnight host slots. Pastor Mako also regularly 

assists with scheduling or supply ordering, and Pastor Dave generally 
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handles any day-to-day issues that may arise on-site and also regularly 

replenishes needed food or supplies for the families during their stay. 

 

2020 Vision  

We look forward to continued enthusiastic participation in the Family 

Promise program by many diverse members and groups within the Mission 

Valley congregation. During the families’ stays with us, we hope to 

continue to learn more about the individuals’ needs through one-on-one 

conversation and connection during mealtimes and to support the 

families in prayer and provide any other support that we can.  

 

Our hosting schedule for 2020 is:  

• February 23, 2020 through March 1, 2020  

• April 26, 2020 through May 3, 2020  

• August 23, 2020 through August 30, 2020  

• November 1, 2020 through November 8, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Human Resources Ministry 

Submitted by Leah Serrano 

 

2019 Review  

God has continued to be so faithful and we are so grateful for his care 

and guidance! This year, we had a number of personnel changes:  

- 6/2019: Promoted our Youth Intern, Michael Fukuyama to Youth 

Coordinator  

- 7/2019: Hired our Children’s Ministry Intern, Krystyna Matsuda  

- 8/2019: Sent and supported our Worship Intern, Caitlyn Way, as she 

moved to Hawaii to continue her schooling at Ekballo Hawaii!  

 

We also updated our maternity/paternity leave policy and have begun 

exploring additional options that would support our staff in the future 

(IRAs, pensions, etc.).  

 

2020 Vision  

Our mission and vision seems to be somewhat repetitive year over year, 

however it truly is our heart’s desire to provide support and assistance with 

all employee relations needs. Between ever-changing labor laws, benefit 
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offerings, and general care of our staff, we have many opportunities to be 

of service!  

 

In 2020, we would like to continue updating policies and procedures as 

necessary, and also solidify long term savings plan options for our staff. I 

am also hoping to grow our ministry team and be more proactive in ways 

that we can be a support to our MVFMC church staff!  

 

Ministry Committee  

Thank you to our HR Ministry Committee members are Diana Kim, Paul 

Huang, Joyce Yee, and May Morris (for benefits). Our MV Staff also 

participate in meetings, as needed. We welcome anyone who has a 

heart to serve on the HR Committee! If you are interested, please contact 

me at leah@sincerussolutions.com or (626) 512-4153.  

 

Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests  

· Volunteers to partner with our HR committee (either with ad hoc 

projects/needs and/or as a regular committee member).  

· For God’s wisdom and guidance as we research and identify options to 

care for our staff, physically, spiritually, and financially. 

 

 

 

Life Groups 

Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

Life Groups exist to create authentic relationships that provide the 

necessary catalyst, environment, and platform for spiritual growth. It is 

hard to have deep spiritual and personal conversations on Sunday 

mornings, so we created Life Groups to enable this to happen in a more 

intimate and intentional environment.  

In 2019, two new Life Groups were created to meet the growing need of 

our people to be in community.  

Will and Kellyn Pak started a Life Group that meets at Mission Valley every 

1st and 3rd Sunday.  

Jeff and Chiho Lowe started a group in Monterey Park that meets every 

2nd and 4th Friday night.  
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As the Head Life Group Shepherd, Carol Yoshizaki continued to provide 

care and prayer support for our Life Group Leaders by calling them the 

week they meet in order to listen and pray for them. She provides 

counseling and guidance on how to resolve certain issues the group 

might be experiencing.     

Carol has done an outstanding job equipping and making regular 

contact with our Life Group leaders to provide care and support for them. 

Please pray that the Holy Spirit will motivate people who are not in a Life 

Group to join one and that He provides more leaders to start new groups 

to accommodate our increasing growth in this area. 

Our current Life Groups & leaders are:  

• San Gabriel Sunday Group – Ellen Sato  

• San Gabriel 1st and 3rd Sunday Group – Will and Kellyn Pak  

• San Gabriel Thursday Group – Mitz Shiozaki  

• Men’s Group – Mitz Shiozaki  

• Women’s Group – Ruth Wong (Aiko Morita as of 1/1/20)  

• 2/4 North – Kim Yokoyama  

• 2/4 South - Pastor Mako Seto and Sherwin Serrano  

• South Bay – Robert and Cida Mino/Craig Tanihara  

• Monterey Park – Bob and Kay Hirose  

• 2/4 Monterey Park – Jeff and Chiho Lowe  

• Azusa/Glendora - Joy Garcia  

• San Gabriel; Wednesday Group- Pastor Dave Fukuyama  

 

At the end of December, Ruth Wong stepped down from leading the 

Woman’s Life Group. She served as their leader for many years. I, along 

with all the women in that group are appreciative of the time and love 

she gave to them. Aiko Morita will be leading the group and I believe 

God will use her draw the women closer to God.  

This past year, I’ve heard many stories of how people’s lives were 

impacted because of the love and support they received from their Life 

Group. I can’t tell you how pleased I am with our Life Groups and the role 

they play in moving people closer to Christ. 
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Please pray that the Holy Spirit will motivate people who are not in a Life 

Group to join one and that He provides more leaders to start new groups 

to accommodate our increasing growth in this area 

 

Missions 

Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

Missions committee members: Joyce Miyabe, Dave Fukuyama, Linda 

Gabrie, Carrie Lee  

 

Mission Valley has taken the core values – Call, Connect, Care and 

Courage in its support for missions and missionaries local and abroad. As 

members of the church are encouraged to tithe 10%, Mission Valley and 

the Missions committee strive to give 10% of the tithes toward missions. As 

we close 2019, I was so blessed that the tithes exceeded the budget and 

we were able to give extra gifts to the missionaries we currently support. 

 

Missionaries local and abroad supported monthly by MV in 2020 are:  

Family Promise - Local  

Mike & Stacey Christensen – Turkey (Sponsored by the South Bay Life 

Group)  

David Gaulton – Local  

*Heavenly Treasures – Local  

Lighthouse Children’s Home – Thailand (Sponsored by the 2/4 South Life 

Group)  

Jeff & Shelly Mott – Local/missionary training  

*Matt Sauder – Philippines (Sponsored by the San Gabriel Sunday Life 

Group)  

Luke & Angelica Walker – Philippines (Sponsored by the 2/4 North Life 

Group)  

Roy Yabuki – Texas, college ministry (Sponsored by the Wed. Monterey 

Park Life Group)  

*Light and Life Ministries (PaKep Thang – Myanmar)  

*Free Methodist World Missions  

 

The Missions/Outreach budget line items also include ministry at Kei-Ai 

(formerly known as Keiro Nursing Home) and the Mission Valley Cub and 

Boy Scout troop.  
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2020 Vision:  

The Missions Committee continues to strive to provide opportunities to 

serve and outreach in our community locally and abroad.  

 

I’ve opened a dialogue with Terra Yito of Lighthouse Children’s home to 

explore the possibility of providing a summer internship for one of her 

college students this summer. It will be a great opportunity for both the 

intern and MV to partner together this summer.  

 

Our continued goal is to keep missions and missionaries in prayer and in 

the forefront of Mission Valley’s ministry. It is our prayer that God will call 

MV family members to participate in missions so they can spread the 

Gospel Message beyond our church walls. All missionaries and especially 

those we support our extensions of ourselves in spreading the word of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

Golden Seniors 

Submitted by Ellen Sato 

 

We recognized a change in this ministry over the past year. Many of the 

Golden Seniors had fallen resulting in injury and broken bones. Our 

understanding is that at their age they may not fully recover to what they 

were prior to a fall. This causes difficulty and even inability to attend 

church.  

  

To keep them connected to their fellow believers and encourage them 

spiritually, regular communication has become the main focus. Glory to 

God who has gifted Yuriko Katayama with compassion and desire to 

contact these seniors with a sacrificial love modeled by Jesus. She keeps 

us update weekly with prayer needs.  

  

Osechi New Year’s bento was purchased with the help of Sadako Achiwa 

and given to each Golden Senior. 

  

The schedule drivers to Atherton was no longer needed as Kim Oishi 

brought Lily Miyata on his way to church and Borden Narusawa picked up 

his parents. 



 

28 

 

  

In 2019, Chiyeko Kaida went home to the Lord as well as Fudge Sato on 

New Year’s Day 2020. 

  

We welcome anyone with the love and desire to minister to the Golden 

Seniors. 

  

Committee leaders: Yuriko Katayama and Ellen Sato 

 

Support by: all who just happened by to lend a hand, who pray for this 

ministry and who visit those in care facilities. Thank you! 

 

 

 

Senior Luncheon Funded by Keiro 

Submitted by Lenora Hall 

 

2019 Luncheon: 

Speakers and activities come from our own congregation as well as 

recommended community leaders.  

 

• January 13: Sharing New year’s Resolutions  

• February 10: Taxes: Dan Moore, CPA; MV Seniors February. 2019 

Newsletter  

• March 10: Testimony: Keiko Suga, Nichigo Division – Keiko shared 

how Mission Valley nurtured her faith, supported her singing & 

marriage, and gave her daughter, Naoko, opportunities to play the 

piano & sing.  

• April 14: Dr. Shunpei Iwata: PREVENTION of Dementia 15 year 

Bilingual Internal Medicine Specialist affiliated with Huntington 

Memorial Hospital presented ways to prevent dementia and 

enhance quality of life.  

• May 5: Technology for Seniors with Computer/iPads; MV Seniors May 

2019 Newsletter & Cinco de Mayo Food  

• June 9: Shiori Lange, Licensed Clinical Bilingual Social Worker: 

“Coping with Life Challenges with Hope”.  

• August 11: Philip Hain, Executive Director of Arthritis Foundation: 

How to Cope with Arthritis in partnership with Keiro’s Vitality Forums. 

Arthritis is the #1 concern of seniors. (MV Seniors August 2019 

Newsletter)  
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• September 1: Honor Grandparents: Sharing grandparent stories 

before National Grandparent’s Day 9/8/19  

• October 13: Traditional Japanese Dance Performance by our own 

Mihoko Kawakami. Now a mother of 3, she began training at the 

age of 3 under several Grandmasters. She teaches Nisei Week 

queen candidates and performs at numerous venues. Her passion 

for the Nihon Buyo style will bring joy, peace, and unity for all.  

• November 10: Our Pre-Thanksgiving Feast catered by Mainline 

Catering celebrated Attitudes of Gratitude. This is the day the Lord 

has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24 (MV Seniors 

November Newsletter).  

• December 21: Christmas caroling for more than 125 residents of Kei-

Ai Lincoln Heights with many smiling, singing, and clapping along 

with the music. Coordination by Sachiko Carpenter included about 

40 participants, ages 5 to 88, armed with bells and decked with 

Santa hats playing the violin, ukulele, singing Christmas carols in 

English & Japanese plus opera trained Keiko Suga singing solo also. 

Our Boy Scouts troop distributed gifts to all.  

 

2020 VISION:  

Proposed Speakers & Activities  

Based on survey feedback, we plan a slate of programs that include the 

suggested topics and also provide for fellowship/relationship building.  

 

• January 2020: Elder Abuse/Financial Abuse: Attorney Sara Urakawa 

& Senior Investigator Michael Rodriguez  

• February 2020: Senior to Senior: Building Deeper Relationships--

paired interviewing & sharing  

• Newsletter #12 Biographies of Seniors, baby photos, etc.  

• March 2020: The Importance of Nutrition – we will coordinate with 

Keiro to identify a speaker  

• April 2020: Aging in Place – How to be safe in our own homes. Will 

inquire about possible Keiro speaker  

• May 2020: Honoring our Mother: Celebrating mothers and sharing 

family experiences--Newsletter #13  

• June 2020: Aging Well: Dr. Basil Vassantachart and Dietitian Shirley 

Vassantachart  

• July 2020: Keiro Mid Year Program Survey – How to better or 

programs to serve our seniors  
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• August 2020: About Senior Solutions – Mary Winner, gerontologist; 

Newsletter #14  

• September 2020: How to select a retirement facility that’s right for 

you? Residents from Atherton, Hollenbeck, etc. will share their 

experiences  

• October 2020: Funeral Planning: What to do and what to expect—

Jon Honda  

• November 2020 Thankfulness: Feature church leaders (Chet 

Yoshizaki and others)  

• December 2020: No Senior Luncheon—MVFMC Celebrates Jesus’ 

Birth Christmas Festivities  

 

• January 2021: Vitality Forum – will work with Keiro on a topic TBK  

 

 

Communication for our luncheon and speaker events is published in 

monthly reminder flyers, quarterly newsletters, and by word of mouth. We 

are also committed to:  

 

• Producing the well-received quarterly newsletter that is targeted to 

this audience and features a few seniors in each issue (helps with 

becoming better acquainted and discovering shared expeiences).  

• Delivering the bentos to home-bound seniors and visiting, if possible  

• Praying for seniors as provided by Yuriko Katyayama in her weekly 

Prayer Updates  

• Supporting Sadako Achiwa’s Caring Cards Ministries remembering 

those with special birthdays, are recovering from illness, 

homebound, sympathizing with those in grief, etc.  

• Keiro funded Senior Luncheon Core Team Leaders are: Lenora Hall 

and Carol Komatsuka  

 

Core Team Members are Pastor Dave Fukuyama, Sadako Achiwa, Kaz 

Achiwa, Joy Shiraishi, Steve Garcia, Dorothy Tsuji, Dennis Babamoto, Aiko 

Morita, Sachiko Carpenter. 
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Special Events 

Submitted by Amy Seto 

2019 Review:  

Thank you to the following people who planned the following outstanding 

events:  

 

• 100 Year Celebration (2 events/Jan. & Sept.)-Centennial 

Committee 

• Easter Sunday – Connect Café Teams  

• Mother’s Day Breakfast – Steve & Joyce Garcia, Dennis Babamoto 

and Edel Penano  

• Father’s Day lunch – Women of MV & the Master Grillers (Dennis 

Babamoto, Steve Garcia)  

• Christmas – Connect Café Teams  

Ministry Needs:  

Volunteers needed to help plan, implement and execute special events.  

If you have a passion for event planning and would like to participate in 

the organizing of church events, please contact Amy Seto at 

amy.matsuyoshi@gmail.com. 

 

Sports, Basketball 

Submitted by Rand Eguchi 

 

2019 Review: 

The MVA format has continued the informal Open Gym on Wednesday 

nights. Listed below are some of the observations.  

• This year, the average attendance has increased to 17 to 20 players 

per night. There have been times where the attendance has 

reached 30 players.  

• The format allows for more opportunities to invite friends, family and 

co-workers.  

• The result has created several groups of people such as older NAU 

players, friends of NAU players, a group from OC Free Methodist, a 

group of college age players, co-workers, etc.  



 

32 

 

• The new format also has created a more relaxed, friendlier, 

welcoming environment as opposed to the formal MVA league, 

which was more serious and created a more competitive 

environment.  

 

In General, the MVA has fostered development of deeper connections.  

 

• This year, there were 2 incidents where tempers got to the point 

where play had to be stopped to calm players down. Because of 

these incidents, the league implemented a short prayer time at 

each Wednesday night. This prayer time has been successful in 

supporting players. Also, different Mission Valley members are asked 

to lead the prayer time, this has been an opportunity to introduce 

players to Mission Valley.  

• After gym informal dinners occur often. This year, because 

Christmas and New Years landed on Wednesday nights, we weren’t 

able to organize an end of the year dinner.  

• During non-playing time, players develop deeper friendships where 

support is provided in family passings, weddings and births.  

• Opportunities to challenge players to “move” in their relationship 

with God. Invitations to church, small groups, special events, etc. 

  

2020 Vision:  

• Continue the format with the informal Open Gym and encourage 

more opportunities to Connect with the players.  

• Continue the half time prayer time.  

• Because of the increase in attendance, we are planning on 

extending the gym hours from 2 hours to 3 hours.  

• We are also planning on using the surplus MVA jerseys to help in 

distinguishing teams during the Open Play. We have been finding 

out that because we mix teams often during the night, determining 

who is on each team has been confusing. The plan of using the 

reversible MVA jerseys should help create less confusion.  

• Mentoring opportunities could be further developed.  

• The Civic Center application process is getting more organized, so 

following up with the new process will be critical. The applications 

are only done twice a year and applications can now be submitted 

online.  

• A few players have stopped coming out for different reasons such 

as injury or work. May want to follow up with emails and/or texts.  
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• The weekly email may be replaced by the MVA Mail Chimp 

distribution. This way links to MVFM and other links can be provided. 

Other features such as distribution lists, surveys and email metrics 

can be used.  

 

Ministry Committee/members:  

Coordinators – Sherwin Serrano, Rand Eguchi Equipment manager – Brian 

Mar  

 

Ministry Needs/Prayer Request:  

Prayer support for the MVA leaders, the MVA 2020 Open Gym nights, the 

informal connections with the MVA attendees. 

 

 

 

Sports, Golf 

Submitted by Steve & Joy Garcia 

 

MV golf had an exciting year with 6 golf outings and 2 golf clinics.  We 

continue to have family and friends join us for our outings but have also 

grown with novice golfers from our clinics.  In August, we had our first 

PCJC golf challenge with Anaheim church where we tied! 

 

Our golf committee:  Steve and Joy Garcia, John Iwamiya, John 

Kadowaki, Nelson Liu, Mitz Shiozaki 

 

For the new year, we look forward to outreaching to others through golf 

and dinners.  We are also planning fellowship with other churches from 

PCJC and Evergreen SGV. 
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Welcome Team Ministry 

Submitted by Pastor Mako Seto 

 

The goal for the Welcome Team (Greeters, Welcome Desk, Ushers) is to 

glorify God by creating a warm and loving environment every Sunday.  

Whether it is your first time visiting or if you have been attending MV for 

over 20 years! We may not be biggest church or even the hippest church, 

but can be the most loving! 

  

2019 Highlights: 

• Three amazing team leaders for the Welcome Team (Bob Hirose-

Ushers, Matt Kimura-Welcome Desk, Diane Reynolds-Greeters)! 

• Welcome Desk “agents” are expediting the check-in process in a 

warm & efficient manner that enhances the welcome experience 

for congregants and visitors as they received their name tag. 

• Visitor procedure: 1) Easier check in process with Welcome Team 

agents assisting 2) Different name tags to identify first timers 3) 

Received a MV tote bag as a gift 4) Follow up thank you email/call 

from the senior pastor for attending MV. 5) 2nd time attendees are 

invited to our Connect Luncheon 

• Re-ordered Mission Valley tote bags and ribbon leis (thank you 

Kimmie Matsuda) that are given to first time attendees as gifts. 

• Matt Kimura is doing a great job of constantly updating information 

on the Servant Keeper database. 

• Welcome desk has become a “concierge area” for the church. 

Team members are present at the desk and are happy to assist with 

any questions/requests. 

• The Children’s Ministry check-in has a designated volunteer every 

Sunday to help check-in families and to welcome first-time 

attendees. 

• The Welcome Team and Children’s Ministry have developed a 

check in and check out system to ensure the safety of the children.  

• New printed cards were created listing all the different Life Groups 

at MV and the different serving opportunities. 

• Fourth year of having Connect Luncheon, a place for new 

attendees to connect with congregants & staff while having lunch 
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after service.  Connect Luncheons are scheduled on the first 

Sunday of every month at 12PM, unless noted ahead of time due to 

a special event/holidays. 

• Chet Yoshizaki, Bob Hirose, and Aiko Morita host Connect 101 Class 

as a follow up to the Connect Luncheons.  Attendees learned 

about the history of Mission Valley, the culture and vision of our 

church.  Also, they learned about the different opportunities to 

connect with our church and grow in their relationship with JESUS. 

We are blessed to have Servant Keeper as our church database software 

program, but the most important component to the Welcome Team is our 

dedicated team members!  Thank you to Diane Reynolds, Lily Miyata, 

Carolyn Kimura, Catherine Kimura, Sachiko Carpenter, Jordan Seto, 

Brandon Hudson, Skylar Hudson, Andrew Quesada and the Boy Scout 

Troop 365 for serving as greeters, ensuring everyone is greeted with a 

handshake or a hug.  A big thank you to Matt Kimura, Junko Kimura, 

James Kimura, Ashlee Kimura, David & Amy Chien, Lerner & Cynthia Chu, 

Amy Seto, Jeff Lowe, Kimmie Matsuda, James Ogata, Craig Suzuki, Steve 

& Joy Garcia, Kim Yokoyama, Fred & Cerina Tsen, Reggie & Kacie Bauzon, 

Jay & Chasity Miyagi, and Peter & Val Ji for being a vital component of 

our team as Welcome Desk agents to ensure people are getting checked 

into Servant Keeper.  The ushers are also a vital component to our 

Welcome Team.  Thank you to Bob Hirose (lead usher), Ed Kunimasa, John 

Kadowaki, Sets Oda, Jeff Lowe, James Ogata, Borden Narusawa, Craig 

Suzuki, Willie Hall and Chris Ingoldsby for faithfully serving.   

 

Worship 

Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

For a church our size, we are tremendously blessed with so many gifted 

people to plan and execute our Sunday morning worship services.  

 

Our Worship Intern Caitlyn Way, resigned in order to enroll in Ekballo 

Hawaii, to increase her knowledge in reaching the unreached nations. 

She was a tremendous blessing to us and continues to leave her mark on 

our worship services.  

 



 

36 

 

In her absence, God provided many people to usher us into God’s 

presence every Sunday morning.  

 

Chiho Lowe has been assisting me by scheduling worship leaders/teams, 

inputting the songs and announcement slides into ProPresenter. In 2020, 

she will serve as the Worship Ministry Coordinator and will partner with the 

new Worship director and myself, to organize the activities of the Worship 

Ministry. She has been invaluable to me and I have been so blessed by 

her servant’s heart and courage to step out of her comfort zone to serve 

Mission Valley in the area of worship.  

 

Worship Leaders: Caitlyn Way, Naoko Suga, Koh Ikeda, Joel and Jeremiah 

Mott, Nathan Shin, Pete Taratikhumporn, Amy Meng  

 

Vocalists: Edel Penano, Chiho Lowe, Kaylie Yokoyama, Timmy Way, Mana 

Tatsuki  

 

Acoustic Guitar: Andy Park, Weldon Wu, Michael Fukuyama  

 

Bass Guitar: Chiho Lowe, Sophia Moore, Takeshi Yoshino  

 

Drums: Michael Fukuyama, Davis Ozawa, Christopher Wu, Yoshiya 

Matsuura  

 

Piano: Yumi Narusawa, Grace Moore  

 

Strings: Grace Moore, Sophia Moore, Anthony Gabrie, Mana Tatsuki, Sam 

Tatsuki, Hana Tatsuki  

 

Audio/Visual  

 

Sound: Robert Mino, Sherwin Serrano, Ashley Kimura  

 

Video: Steve Garcia, Leah Serrano, Ashley Kimura, Chiho Lowe, Craig 

Tanihara  

 

Lights: Craig Tanihara  

 

Baptism Ministry  

Will Pak, Danny Tanaka, Chastity Nguyen  
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Communion Team  

Steve and Joy Garcia, Aiko Morita 

 

In 2020, we will hire a part time Worship Director to guide our worship 

services as well as raising up new worship leaders and musicians. We will 

also be looking for more volunteers to serve in all aspects of our Worship 

Ministry.  

 

We recently installed a new projector, camera, and lights which will 

enhance our worship services. The additional technology will enable us to 

show images on the large screen and every room that has a television 

monitor. This will increase the amount of people who will be able to 

attend memorial services, weddings, or large events.  

 

Worship ministry is challenging because of the coordination it takes to 

create a worship service every Sunday, 52 weeks a year. This could not 

happen without the dedication of all the people who serve in our Worship 

Ministry. I am truly grateful for their servant’s heart and passion to bring us 

into the presence of God every Sunday.  

 

Please pray that God will provide us with more musicians and volunteers 

to serve in Worship ministries. 

 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry 

Submitted by Kiki Penano 

2019 Overview  

We are continuously excited by what God is doing in the lives of our youth. Last 

year we rebranded our ministry to “FLOW Student Ministries.” Our vision is to 

educate, equip and empower Youth so their lives FLOW to God, with God and for 

God; and our Mission is to see this happen as students  

Find God  

Love God  

Obey God and  

Worship God  
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Because we rebranded our ministry, we decided to use the 2018/2019 school year 

to focus our Youth Group teaching on this new vision. We spent two months on 

each topic of Finding God, Loving God, Obeying God and Worshipping God.  

 

Our greatest highlight of the year was seeing 3 youth give their hearts to Jesus 

through one-on-one discipleship, youth group and our church retreat. We also 

witnessed 6 youth make a proclamation of their faith through baptism. We praise 

the Lord for how He is moving in the hearts and lives of our students!  

 

In February, our students were excited to attend our annual Midwinter retreat with 

our PCJC sister churches. By the grace of God, it was an amazing experience. The 

Thursday evening before the start of the retreat we found out all the access roads 

into Idyllwild had been closed due to road damage caused by a storm. Therefore, 

the camp was forced to close for the weekend. By noon the following day we had 

booked and relocated our retreat to a hotel in Thousand Oaks and were set up by 

that evening. And God did great things at the retreat! This year we had 15 students 

and 4 staff who attended. Five of the students who attended were friends of Youth 

from our church and it was a great opportunity to engage in Christian community 

and learn more about who God is.  

 

In April our students participated in the 30-Hour Famine, a program organized by 

World Vision that teaches awareness of issues of world poverty and hunger and 

raises funds to help combat it. The youth spent several Sunday School sessions 

learning about social justice issues many people in our world face, which 

culminated in a 2-day lock-in where the students did a 30-hour food fast in order to 

raise sensitivity and awareness to the issue of world hunger. The Youth also held a 

fundraiser to raise funds for World Vision as a part of our 30 Hour Famine where the 

students prepared traditional Kenyan food and were able to raise over $1,000 

through the fundraiser!  

 

One highlight every summer for our youth is the PCJC family camp. We had 11 

Youth attend this year’s camp. It was a great experience for the students who 

attended, and God worked in these students’ lives in powerful ways. 

 

In the fall we began our new year of ministry. Our 2019/2020 teaching theme is “G2: 

Growing in Goodness.” After spending a year looking at FLOW, Michael and I both 

agreed the natural result of having a life that FLOWs is one that is growing in God. 

As a result, our vision for this year is to see how our students can truly grow in their 

faith. One essential way we believe this happens is through understanding God’s 

goodness. The word “good” has become so every day and common that 
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oftentimes it loses the impact to understand that God is good. When people ask 

how we are, we immediately and unconsciously reply “good.” We call pizza good; 

we call movies good; we call school good. So when we say that God is good, what 

distinguishes His goodness from anything else we casually say is good? But God’s 

goodness is essential to who He is. It is part of His character; it is what makes Him 

worthy; and that goodness is unchanging. Because we under-value His goodness, 

then when things happen in our life that are not good, we fail to see that He is still 

good, and his goodness is changed by the circumstances of our lives. If we could 

better understand the goodness of God, this leads us to growing in our faith. This is 

the foundation of what we will be focusing on this year in FLOW Group.  

 

2020 Vision  

In 2020, we are excited to see how God will continually work in the lives of our 

youth. When we introduced the idea of FLOW this past year, it was an amazing 

blessing to see how many of our students went through this process and 

transformation in their faith. We had students find God as their personal Lord and 

Savior for the first time, and we heard many testimonies of how the students grew in 

the areas of loving, obeying and worshipping Him. Our desire is to see how 

students’ lives will continue to FLOW to God, for God and with God! 

 

In the coming year, our vision is to continue to grow our Youth ministry, not only 

physically in numbers, but most importantly, grow our students’ faiths and 

relationships with Jesus. We desire students’ lives to be changed and transformed 

and evidenced through acts such as professions of faith, baptism, and discipleship 

relationships.  

 

Youth Advisors  

I am so thankful for those who have invested in the lives of our Youth this past year:  

• Michael Fukuyama  

• Alexis Borja  

• Sam Kim  

• Edel Penano  

• Joyce Yee  

• Kim & Takeshi Yoshino  

 

Prayer & Ministry Needs  

• For continued life-changing encounters where our Youth deepen their faith 

and knowledge of God  

• This summer we have a large group of students of almost a dozen who will be 

transitioning from Mission Kids into FLOW. Accordingly we pray for more 
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leaders and individuals to pour into our students’ lives through serving on 

Youth staff or in discipleship relationships with our youth. 

 

 

 

 

Ministerial Relations Team-Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

Submitted by Koh Ikeda 

 

 

The primary role of the MRT is to provide support for the pastor.  Pastor Dave 

Fukuyama’s MRT is made up of Kay Hirose, Koh Ikeda, and Nelson Liu. 

  

In 2019 

The MRT met with Pastor Dave to function as the eyes and ears for him, 

communicating congregation needs to him.  They also provided emotional support 

for Pastor Dave and his wife Grace.  Informally, the MRT honored the Fukuyamas by 

taking them to dinner to express their appreciation for all they do for the church.  

Finally, the MRT continually prays for Pastor Dave and his family.   

  

In 2020 

The MRT will continue to meet with Pastor Dave periodically, and see that he 

maintains a healthy balance between ministry and his family. 

  

Prayer Request 

Pastors are appointed by God and they are a blessing to the church.  Please 

remember to pray for Pastor Dave and his family daily and encourage them at 

every opportunity in 2020. 

 

 

Ministerial Relations Team-Pastor Mako Seto 

Submitted by Joyce Miyabe 

 

 

Members:  

Joyce Miyabe  

Sherwin Serrano  

Fred Tsen 
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Team Mako met several times during 2019 to support Mako in the transition to 

administrative pastor and chair of Mission Valley’s board. Mako has a Jesus filled 

ministry and shares his heart and opportunities that he finds himself to share the 

gospel. Significant this year was his father’s acceptance to Jesus Christ. Praise God!  

 

Mako has completed the required Free Methodist coursework toward ordination. 

He and Amy will be interviewed by the PCJC MEG board early 2020 as another 

step towards ordination.  

 

Family obligations have required Mako to suspend coursework at Biola. The team 

has discussed with him future options to assist in determining whether continuing 

coursework is advantageous to future appointments.  

 

Team Mako is blessed to support Mako for another year and pray for blessings on 

his life and ministry more than we can imagine or think.  

 

“Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works within us.” Ephesians 3:20 NASB 

 

 

Ministerial Relations Team-Kiki Penano 

Submitted by Cerina Tsen 

 

Members: Amy Chien, Junko Kimura, Cerina Tsen 

 

This past year we welcomed Amy Chien to Kiki’s MRT. We were able to meet 

several times this year and were able to support and pray for Kiki and her ministry. 

Praise God for a successful year of Sunday School, VBS, church camp, midwinter 

retreat, and the remodel of the children’s ministry building, just to name a few. Kiki 

was also able to work with interns Michael Fukuyama and Krystyna Matsuda.  

 

We will continue to support and pray for Kiki this year. Please pray that the team’s 

schedules will work out so that we can find days to meet. Please also pray that we 

will be diligent in praying for Kiki. 
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Finance 

Submitted by Pastor Mako Seto 

 

2019 Review: 

Thank you for your faithful giving!  Our giving (tithes/offering) increased by 

$56,214 (9%) compared to 2018 and we exceeded our budget by 

$55,240! Your giving represents the spiritual growth that is happening as 

we are seeing lives being transformed through the power of Jesus Christ! 

Our Lord Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:21, “Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 

in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” It is awesome to see 

our church treasuring Christ with our finances! 

 

Our Total Expenses were $22,135 under budget. We ended the year with a 

surplus of $74,828. 

 

2020 Vision: 

We believe that God has awesome plans for us in 2020, we are 

challenging our church with a budget of $570,000 with our giving. Let’s 

continue to stay fired up for God’s Kingdom as we build from last year’s 

momentum! You are making an eternal difference! Lives are being 

changed through the power of the Holy Spirit at Mission Valley and 

beyond the walls of our church with your faithful giving! Let’s continue to 

stay faithful to God, as He is so faithful to us! 

 

Committee: 

Thank you to the wonderful ladies that do an incredible job of counting 

the tithes/offering on a weekly basis:  Nancy Shiozaki, Lynn Higashi, 

Carolyn Kimura, Catherine Kimura, Yuriko Katayama, Cida Mino, Yumi 

Narusawa and Etsuko Ingoldsby.  A special thank you to Catherine Kimura 

for processing checks.   

 

Lastly, I would like to thank our finance team for doing an outstanding job 

of generating reports and analyzing our finances: Amy Wu (Treasurer), 

May Morris, Nelson Liu, and Kiki Penano!   
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Balance Sheet 
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2019 FINANCIALS  
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BAPTISMS 

 

 

Akira Seto         March 27, 2019 

Borden Narusawa        May 17, 2019  

Kimmie Matsuda         May 17, 2019  

Kaytlyn Matsuda         May 17, 2019  

Kyle Matsuda         May 17, 2019  

Shirley Tong         May 17, 2019  

Chelsea Chien         August 18, 2019 

Krystyna Matsuda        August 25, 2019 

Christy Wang         September 15, 2019 

Jonas Li         September 15, 2019 

Amy Seto         October 6, 2019 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

Jeff Lowe        May 26, 2019 

Chiho Lowe        May 26, 2019 

Will Pak         May 26, 2019 

Kellyn Pak        May 26, 2019   

Sam Kim         May 26, 2019 

Joyce Yee         May 26, 2019 

Miriam Lemus        May 26, 2019 

Anna Kwak        May 26, 2019 
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