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Senior Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

As we started 2018, it was our ongoing goal to have our culture shaped by 

our vision statement, “Becoming a loving community, inviting and 

challenging people to move towards Christ” and our values of Connect, 

Care, Call, and Courage.  Vision and values communicate who we want 

to become, while culture defines who we are.   

We knew it was going to be a year of transition due to Pastor Phillip 

Sakanashi’s new appointment to Orange Coast Free Methodist Church.  I 

was happy that Pastor Phil was able to take the next step in his pastoral 

journey and know that the congregation at OCFMC will benefit from the 

gifts he brings and what he has experienced at Mission Valley. 

Continuing to lead and shepherd our congregation with one staff 

member short challenged all of us to step up and handle the increased 

work load.  I am proud of our staff in the way they worked harder and 

smarter to fill to void left by Pastor Phil. 

One of the biggest ministry positions to fill was our Worship director.  God 

knew what we needed and provide Caitlyn Way to serve as our Worship 

Intern.  She has served admirably and made a big difference in the 

culture of our Sunday morning worship.  I truly believe that Caitlyn has 

been called by God to serve as our Worship intern and know she will 

continue to grow in her capacity to lead us in corporate worship. 

As with past years, I was I was thrilled to hear about all the stories of 

people lived out our values and the positive impact their actions had one 

the lives of the people around them.   

Where are we going in 2019? 

Our emphasis will be: 

1) Spiritual transformation  

“The primary goal of spiritual life is human transformation. It is not making 

sure people know where they’re going after they die, or helping them 

have a richer interior life, or seeing that they have lots of information 
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about the Bible, although these can be good things. Let’s put first things 

first. The first goal of spiritual life is the reclamation of the human race. It’s 

morphing time.” 

Ortberg, John. The Life You've Always Wanted: Spiritual Disciplines for 

Ordinary People (p. 21). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

The emphasis in our vision statement is “inviting and challenging people to 

move towards Christ.”  In other words, a win for us is to see lives 

transformed by the Holy Spirit. 

Our goal this year will be to enter a season of spiritual training so we can 

put ourselves in a position, so the Holy Spirit can transform us into the 

likeness of Christ. 

God is bringing people to Mission Valley with different Spiritual gifts, Heart, 

Abilities, Personalities and Experiences. It is our desire to have the Holy 

Spirit transform our lives so that we can transform the communities and 

world around us.   

It is my hope that as you read the 2019 Annual Society Report, your will be 

encouraged by what God did at Mission Valley last year and excited for 

what He will do through us in 2019. God gifted you to be a part of what 

He will be doing this year and it is my prayer that you will see what He can 

do with a willing heart.  

It has truly been a privilege serving as your senior pastor.  You have been 

such a source of blessing and enjoyment for me as well as my staff. 

 

Executive Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Mako Seto 

 

Four years ago, our staff had a desire to be more intentional with our 

ministry so that we can maximize our potential for Christ. Through prayer, 

seeking God’s Word, and numerous meetings, the staff implemented a 

vision for our church, “becoming a loving community, inviting and 

challenging people to move towards Christ” and four core values of 

Connect, Care, Call, and Courage. Our vision statement is based on what 

our Lord and Savior Jesus commanded us in Matthew 22:37-39, “And he 
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said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  Jesus also gave us the great commission before He ascended 

to heaven in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

In 2018, it was really exciting to see our church living out our vision 

statement!  We may not be the largest church or the hippest church in Los 

Angeles, but I do believe we are one of the most loving church! That is the 

most important things God has called us to do.  It melts my heart on how 

our church family is living out the core value of Connect (connecting 

people to people with the goal of connecting them to God) by inviting 

their family members, friends, neighbors, co-workers, and classmates 

because they want them to know Christ.  Also, I am really encouraged 

with the way we are loving one another. There are countless examples of 

how the core value of Care (sharing the love of God by looking for, 

identifying, and meeting the needs of others) is being lived out. Not only 

are we loving people, but most importantly God is using us to help people 

to move closer to Christ!   

Last year, Chet Yoshizaki launched a Connect 101 class as a follow up to 

our Connect Luncheon, to help our newer congregants to learn more 

about our church and offering opportunities for them to grow closer to 

Christ.  Also, we emphasized Life Groups because we believe that is 

where strong, Godly communities are formed and where spiritual growth is 

developed through encouragement and prayer.   

God has graciously allowed us to bear incredible fruit for His Kingdom in 

2018! 

• 8 Baptisms 

• 12 Professions of Faith 

• Over 75% of congregants are in Life Groups 

• We gave $50,000 to local and global missions 

• Tithing has grown by 9% compared to 2017 
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I am not a numbers type of guy. But, I am fired up because I believe the 

numbers are a reflection on the spiritual growth that is happening at 

Mission Valley. The numbers represent people that have been impacted 

by Christ! There are also many testimonies in 2018 on God’s faithfulness 

that are not computable, but they are just as powerful!  Your prayers, 

obedience, serving, giving, and love for Christ is making a difference in 

God’s Kingdom! 

My encouragement for 2019 is for us to continue and build on the great 

momentum we experienced in 2018! Let’s continue to utilize the SHAPE 

(spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personalities, and experiences) that God has 

given each and every one of us. Last year, we spent 3 months in our 

SHAPE sermon series. We learned that God has gifted us with special 

talents, and we are all called to utilize those talents and not to bury them. 

God has chosen you and I to be here at Mission Valley to make a 

difference.  As JESUS stated in John 15:16, “You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit.”   

Mission Valley has been a great blessing to myself and my family and it’s 

truly an honor to serve you!  Thank you for a wonderful 2018 and I look 

forward to an incredible 2019! 

 

Chair, Board’s Report 

Submitted by Chet Yoshizaki 

 

2018 Review: 

The 2018 Official Board had a very active year and made substantial 

progress in many areas of the church ministry and administration. The 

following are highlights of the Board’s actions and activities:   

 

• Continued to monitor monthly and quarterly financial progress 

including income, expenses, and restricted funds. 

• Established new policies and guidelines for the use of several 

restricted funds. 

• Initiated plans for the 100th Anniversary celebration in 2019 

• Established and implemented the newly created position of 

Executive Pastor; Promoted Mako Seto 
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• Continued support for member’s families and needs through 

support, care, and special services when needed. 

• Oversight and utilization of Mercy Funds for special needs. 

• Initiated a project for campus security with referral to the Trustees. 

• Initiated numerous programs for special needs families, eldercare, 

other ministries, and continued monthly review of ministry activities. 

• Conducted performance evaluations on Senior Pastor and staff. 

• Established and implemented two (2) Internship positions – 

Appointed Caitlyn Way (Worship Intern) and Michael Fukuyama 

(Youth Intern). 

• Continued to identify ministry priorities. 

• Set policy on the distribution of mission’s surplus funds. 

• Initiated investigation of scholarships for families attending MV. 

• Approved candidates for membership 

• Endorsed CPR training for staff and church community. 

• Reduced Board Membership to seven (7) members. 

• Supported possibility of a Church Retreat in 2019 

• Initiated exploration for a Daycare program on campus during the 

summer months. 

• Continued to encourage and support church volunteers though 

appreciation notes. 

• Establish and approve the Annual Budget and the nomination slate. 

• On-going communication with the Nichigo Ministry during their 

transition as they fill the pastorate position.  

• Monthly meetings continue to include training and devotional time 

dedicated to the growth and development of Board members as 

well as seeking His guidance for our decision-making process. Time 

was allocated for prayer for the staff, ministries, and individual both 

personally and collectively. 

 

2019 Vision: 

This year, we will continue to work with staff on volunteer development, 

new programs, and the ongoing administrative responsibilities of the 

church.  Focus will be on accountability in all areas of the church 

programs and ministries. We will also be reducing the number of Board 

members from eight to seven members. 

 

2018 Board Members: 

Chet Yoshizaki, chair  Fred Tsen (Delegate) 
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Jill Vidal, Secretary   Matt Kimura (Delegate)  

Mako Seto    Kim Yokoyama 

Leah Serrano   Koh Ikeda (Delegate) 

  

Ministry Needs: 

We ask for your continued prayer and support of God’s wisdom and 

direction as we are entrusted with the governance of the church.   

 

Delegates’ Report 

Submitted by Fred Tsen, Koh Ikeda, Matt Kimura, & Kim Yokoyama 

 

2018 Review: 

An important role of a lay delegate is to connect with the Pacific 

Coast Japanese Conference (PCJC).   Mission Valley is part of the 

PCJC, which is part of the Free Methodist (FM)- USA.  The annual PCJC 

Leadership Conference was held at Anaheim FM Church on June 9, 

2018.  The meeting took place in their multi-purpose room, as they are 

going through renovations of their sanctuary. 

 

Bishop Matt Thomas greeted the conferees and shared general events 

of FM North America and around the world.  Superintendent Jason 

Garcia shared the PCJC demonstrated the greatest percentage 

increase in attendance as a conference last year.  This increase is 

attributed to the Rize campaign, a concerted effort of the PCJC to 

plant new churches.  In the past year, PCJC launched churches in Aliso 

Nigel, Tustin, and the combined Orange Coast/Rize (Huntington 

Beach) church.  This year, PCJC anticipates being $280,000 in the red, 

as they will be supporting and launching new churches.  However, the 

conference is still fiscally healthy, having over a million dollars in 

savings, due to selling the Phoenix property two years ago.   

During the leadership conference, delegates attended break-out 

sessions on current topics affecting ministries or sharing best practices 

that could be brought back to the local church.  Conferees had 

opportunities to fellowship with delegates from the sister churches of 

the PCJC.  At the close of the Conference, pastoral appointments for 

the upcoming year were announced.  Churches with new pastoral 

appointees in the past year were New Life (Glendale), East Bay, New 

Life (Clovis), and Orange Coast/Rize. 
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Delegates are members of the Mission Valley English Board, which 

meets monthly.  The delegates act in a fiduciary manner to adopt 

sound, ethical, and legal governance and financial policies while 

seeing the church has adequate resources to advance the mission 

statement. As delegates live out the core values (Care, Call, Connect, 

Courage) with the congregants, they also provide feedback, 

affirmations and issues concerning church life to the board.  Delegates 

are a conduit to the pastoral staff concerning the church health. 

In October, the delegates recognized the Pastors in appreciation for 

their services to Mission Valley this past year.  Finally, one delegate is a 

member of the Pastor’s Ministerial Relations Team (MRT), which is a 

group that supports the pastor.  

2019 Vision: 

Delegates will continue to be a liaison to the PCJC, serve on the Board, 

and be a member on a Pastor's MRT.   

 

Committee Members: 

Fred Tsen 

Kim Yokoyama 

Koh Ikeda 

Matt Kimura 

Prayer Requests: 

Pray for the Pastors and church staff, as they continue to lead the 

Mission Valley Church members to reach the unchurched people. 

Please pray for our sister churches in the PCJC conference, as they also 

reach out to the lost and make disciples in their communities. 

General Conference 2019- every four years, representative from 

conferences that make up the FM-USA as well as other International 

Conferences, meet together for celebrative worship, prayer, 

networking, addressing denominational issues, and equipping of tools 

to strengthen the local church.  Koh will serve as one of the PCJC lay 

delegates to the General Conference. 
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Trustees’ Report 

Submitted by Chet Yoshizaki, Chairman 

 

2018 Review: 

This year was an unusually active year for the Trustee in several areas. 

1. CONTACT FOR CUSTODIAL SERVICES. For many years, Mr. and Mrs. 

Tani (members of the Japanese Language Division) have faithfully 

and diligently cleaning our facilities for many years.  In late spring, 

due to medical reasons, Mr. Tani was no long able to provide those 

services for us.  The Trustees interviewed several companies and 

awarded a contract to Service Masters within the existing budget.  

Service Masters have been efficient and performed at a satisfactory 

level. 

  

2. NEW PROPERTY INSURANCE CARRIER.  This year, the PCJC 

Conference with whom we secure property insurance, changed 

companies to Brotherhood Mutual.  As a result, part of their due 

diligence was to inspect all insured properties.  As a result of their 

inspection, numerous items were identified with appropriate action 

to be taken. 

 

a. Inspect and recharge all fire extinguishers as necessary. 

b. Remove Lemon/Orange tree adjacent to the church office 

building 

c. Replace electrical panel servicing the church office building 

with current code compliant electrical box. 

d. Remove pigeon coup located on the roof near the office 

entrance. 

e. Replace, repair, or install exits signs. 

Fortunately, all of the insurance related repairs were less than the 

$9,000 projection. 

3. MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS.  Major repairs were made to 

replace lights in the main parking lot and basketball court areas and 

a major sewer line and water line under the kitchen was completed. 

 

4. WORKDAY.  One workday was held during the year.   
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5. SECURITY SYSTEM.  A 16-camera security system is being installed 

which will provide surveillance to most open areas throughout the 

campus and some of the larger meeting spaces.   

 

6. LIGHT REPAIRS. House lights and spot lights repairs in the Worship 

Center were made.  Several lights were starting to malfunction. 

2019 Vision: 

As our church ages, more and more maintenance issues will undoubtedly 

arise. On-going standard routine items are increasing (semi-annual lift 

inspection and maintenance, monthly pest and insect control, annual fire 

extinguisher inspection, etc.).  There are some major deferred 

maintenance projects which need to be done next year or over the next 

few years which have costs in tens of thousands of dollars including 

resurfacing of the parking lot, painting of the church buildings and 

replacement of major equipment.  The Trustees will perform as much 

preventative maintenance to reduce major expenditures for repair and 

replacement as much as possible. 

 

Trustee Membership: 

The following members were voted and served on the Trustees for 2018: 

Chet Yoshizaki, Chair, Mako Seto, Staff Liaison, Lynn Higashi, Jeff Lowe, Koh 

Ikeda, Frank Kawakami, Bob Hirose, Danny Kim, Sets Oda, Delaney Morris, 

Hiro Tani*, Noriko Akiyama, Pastor Sho Ichikawa**, Tae Horiguchi** 

*Served partial year 

**Added Fall 2018 

Ministry Needs/Prayer Request: 

Pray for the Trustee to continually make sound financial and repair 

decisions as the number and frequency of repairs will continue to rise with 

an aging campus. The membership should vote for faithful and 

dedicated membership and the membership should do their part in the 

conservation of energy and general up keep of the church campus. 
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Design Team – Phase II 

Submitted by Chet Yoshizaki, Lead 

 

2018 Review: 

In late 2016, the Design Team began to work on Phase II of the Building 

Program. Plain Joe, architects, provided conceptual design options to 

aid in our fundraising which was completed in 2016.  It was at that time 

we also updated our Master Plan.    

In the Spring of 2017, the Design Team began to refine some of the ideas 

developed in our earlier discussions. With funds still available from the 

Phase I and the new funds raised through the recent campaign, we 

decided to move forward with the remodeling of the Children’s Ministry 

classrooms and Youth Ministry facilities. 

In May of 2017 the Design Team met with Plain Joe and further defined 

the scope of the project. The project was reviewed by the Official Board 

and approved in October.  In late November, official work on the 

remodel design commenced.  

Throughout 2018, countless hours have been spent on the scope of the 

remodel, the layout of the spaces, and the finishes along with a 

preliminary budget and schedule.  Currently, we have spent the last six 

months attempting to secure permits. At times this could be a lengthy 

process. We are submitting our second round of corrections and will 

await final permits to be issued. 

2019 Vision: 

We anticipate receiving permits in late January.  Once secured, it will 

take approximately 30 days to secure and General Contractor and 

finalize a budget for the project.  Assuming that is completed by late 

February, we will be under construction. Construction is tentatively set for 

approximately two months. Hopefully all will be completed by June.   

 

Design Team Members: 

Chet Yoshizaki, Lead                Steve Chen                   

Kiki Honda  Delaney Morris 

Pastor Dave Fukuyama  Mako Seto 

Fred Tsen  Hanna Tatsuki  

Matt Kimura  Naoko Suga 
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Project Support: 

We are thankful for everyone providing financial and prayer support for 

our on-going improvements to our campus. We feel we are in alignment 

with our vision statement and goals in ministering especially to families 

with young children. It is the investment we are making in this area that will 

certainly impact lives in the next generation. We also welcome any 

suggestions and/or questions regarding our campus improvement 

program.   

 

Mission Kids – Children’s Ministry 

Submitted by Kiki Penano 

2018 Review: 

Each year it is so exciting to see how God continues to grow and work 

through the children’s ministry at Mission Valley. It is a blessing to see how 

young lives are coming to know the Lord and being changed and 

transformed. This year we were so excited to witness the baptism of Jordan 

Seto, and 9 lives gave their hearts to Jesus through our Vacation Bible 

School and Sunday School ministries. 

 

Every summer, one of our highlights is our Vacation Bible School. I am so 

grateful for Cerina Tsen who has co-directed the program with me the past 

three years. The theme this year was “Shipwrecked.” The kids were thrilled 

to see our church transform into an island adventure. Through VBS, students 

discovered they’ve been rescued by Jesus. It was exciting to see over 50 

members of our Mission Valley Family come together to serve the children 

of our church and community. This year we hosted our biggest program 

yet, with almost 40 kids who attended throughout the week. We also 

continued “the Lounge” ministry, seminars and fun activities for parents. 

Over the summer we celebrated our 4th Annual Happy Summer Days. 

Happy Summer Days is our family fun series, weekly activities for families and 

friends to fellowship with one another. This year we had our summer kick off 

BBQ with water games, a movie night out, a pizza & movie night, a bowling 

night, a mini golf outing, and our end of summer BBQ with a bounce 

house/water slide! Through these events, we had over 80 people, kids and 

parents, who attended throughout the summer. It was a great time to 

fellowship with the Mission Valley families, as well as the friends that were 

able to attend. 
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We had initially scheduled to be in construction during the fall. Accordingly, 

I had a modified Sunday School schedule for Mission Kids and had given 

our Mission Kids Team a 2-month teaching break, which was extended an 

additional month through December. I am grateful for many of our youth 

who volunteered and served with our kids during this period. Since we had 

planned to go through S.H.A.P.E. as part of the sermon series in the fall, we 

planned to do the series concurrently in Mission Kids. This was a great 

opportunity for the kids to discover more about how God has created 

them. Each week I created different worksheets for the kids to complete 

and to discover their spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality and 

experiences. At the end of the series I bound the worksheets into 

personalized books for the kids to take home. 

 

It was an exciting year of ministry with Mission Kids and we are excited to 

see how God will continue to work in the lives of our kids!  

2019 Vision: 

Looking to 2019, we are excited to finally get started with construction of 

our Children’s Ministry space. We have spent a lot of time discussing, 

visioning and planning for this space and we are excited to see it come to 

fruition. We have a great ministry, but one of our main weaknesses is the 

lack of security and safety for our children. With the redesign, we will be 

able to have a ministry area that is secure and provides better protection 

for our children. It is also our prayer that this new space will afford us the 

opportunity to better minister to this growing ministry. We have come to the 

point of outgrowing our current meeting space, so we are excited to see 

how expanding our space can also help us grow our ministry. 

 

One new area of ministry I would like to implement this year is to create a 

preschool age class. In the past kids have gone straight from the nursery 

into our Children’s Ministry. With our growing numbers, one of our needs is 

to create a class for children who have outgrown the nursery, but are not 

quite ready to enter into Children’s ministry. 

This year I would also like to create a ministry team for our students with 

Special Needs. We have a couple of students and families who would 

greatly benefit from this ministry. 

Ministry Teams: 

I am so thankful for the Mission Kids Team and Nursery staff who faithfully 

served this past year to invest in the future generation of our church: 
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▪ Sachiko Carpenter 

▪ Cynthia Chu 

▪ Brianna Christensen 

▪ Rachel Christensen 

▪ Amy & David Chien 

▪ Lynn Higashi 

▪ Kay Hirose 

▪ Skyler Hudson 

▪ Koh Ikeda 

▪ Miho Kawakami 

▪ Junko & James Kimura 

▪ Joan Kunimasa 

▪ Sheri Lee 

▪ Kaytlyn Matsuda 

▪ Cida Mino 

▪ Yumi Narusawa 

▪ Kellyn Pak 

▪ Wes & Jasmine Portinga 

▪ Nancy Shiozaki 

▪ Shari & Sam Shioi 

▪ Craig Suzuki 

▪ Mana Tatsuki 

▪ Cerina & Fred Tsen 

▪ Dorothy Tsuji 

▪ Jill & Maya Vidal 

▪ Amy & Annabella Wu 

▪ Kaylie Yokoyama 

▪ Laurie Yoshino 

▪ Carol Yoshizaki 

 

Prayer & Ministry Needs 

▪ That we will be able to impact more little lives for Jesus this year. 

▪ For God to open up the way for us to begin construction this year. 

Please pray for complete approval from the City of San Gabriel and 

for planning/direction with our architectural and design companies 

▪ More volunteers to serve in our areas of need for our Nursery, 

Preschool and Children’s Ministry. 

▪ Direction for curriculum for the new year 
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▪ Continued vision and creative ways to minister to the children of 

Mission Valley. 

College Ministry 

Submitted by Kiki Penano 

 

2018 Overview: 

This year our college ministry has gone through some transitions as we have 

prayed about its direction and vision. At the start of the year, the college 

ministry was under the oversight of Pastor Phil Sakanashi. When Pastor Phil 

transitioned churches in February, the college ministry shifted to part of our 

Family Life ministry. 

 

In February, we opened-up our conference Midwinter Youth retreat to 

college students for the first time and had 7 students that attended. This was 

a great time of ministry, as the college students who attended had not 

been attending church since they graduated High School. Ricky Gomez 

was able to attend to serve with the college group. From the weekend, the 

students were able to re-engage in community, and following the end of 

the retreat, Ricky started a small group with the students that met 

throughout the remainder of the year. 

 

In September we kicked off our “Adopt a College Student” ministry. We 

asked our congregation to “adopt” our students by committing to reaching 

out and praying for the students over the next semester. We received very 

positive feedback, from both students and sponsors, who have been 

blessed through this ministry. 

At the end of December, we mailed out encouragement cards to each 

student from the church with Starbucks gift cards for their Finals week. Many 

of the students were so surprised and were grateful and blessed through 

the gifts. 

 

2019 Vision: 

One of the biggest things we have wrestled with throughout the years is 

over the question of “what does an effective and impactful college ministry 

look like for our church?” The greatest challenge to this question is the fact 

that many of our church family college students are away at school 
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throughout the year. Oftentimes students that attend throughout the year 

are visiting because they attend a local school and aren’t looking for a 

consistent commitment to our church. Therefore, the students who are 

attending for the bulk of the year end up not having a deep tie to Mission 

Valley, whereas students that previously had a tie to the church loose 

contact and community throughout the year. 

 

This past year we have really considered this challenge and prayed through 

where we felt we should place our emphasis as a ministry. Through this 

process we have really focused our heart upon the students from our 

church family who are away at school for the year. Our vision is to build a 

bridge to these students who are physically separated from our church by 

extending community to them throughout the school year. We will continue 

the “Adopt a College Student” ministry this year, as this has been a very 

positive way to foster community with the students. This year we will also 

begin a campus outreach ministry where once or twice a month we will go 

to the different college campuses to visit our students. Our vision is for our 

college students to know that they are part of our Mission Valley family and 

to remind them while they are away at school that they have a community 

that is thinking of them, praying for them, and supporting them. 

 

Over the summer, when our students return from school, we will plan 

fellowship events for the students to be able to re-engage in community 

with one another. 

Prayer & Ministry Needs: 

• Please pray for our college students that they will know that they are 

a part of our Mission Valley family and community. 

• Pray that our students will find a home church to attend while away 

at school. 

• Pray for our students’ studies and that God may give them direction 

for their futures. 

Communications 

Submitted by Pastor Mako Seto 

 

The vision for communications is to share information, testimonies, 

highlights, and activities at Mission Valley FMC as we strive to live out our 

core value (COURAGE, CALL, CONNECT, CARE) with JESUS. 2018 was an 
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incredible year to communicate as we witnessed the awesome power of 

GOD transforming lives at Mission Valley. 

2018 Review: 

MV Connect- The goal of MV Connect is to inform our church with current 

announcements and upcoming events, MV Connect is e-mailed on a 

weekly basis.  We use a web-based email service (Mail Chimp) to 

produce the emails. We include an encouraging verse pertaining to our 

week with a picture or a graphic. 

 

MV Facebook- Facebook is a great way to post “live” activities/events on 

what we are currently doing to glorify God’s Kingdom. It is fun to look 

back on our timeline to reflect on past highlights or events.  Facebook 

highlights the many blessings God has provided for us by documenting 

events such as Vacation Bible School, PCJC Family Camp, special events, 

and baptisms. We have also worked hard on making our Facebook page 

more attractive with different banners and graphics from Graceway 

media. Facebook is also a great way to let people know about our 

church and to share the Gospel beyond the walls of Mission Valley.   

 

Website- Early 2018, we upgraded our website through Clover (web 

design).  The new upgrade has allowed us to make the page more 

attractive and easier to navigate. Our focus is to have basic information 

for our visitors (ie. worship time, location, contact info, beliefs, and 

sermons) and to keep our site current with new banners, pictures, 

graphics, and announcements.   Thank you to Robert Mino & Sherwin 

Serrano for loading our sermons online and on Podcast immediately after 

our worship service.   

Worship bulletin- Very similar to MV Connect, the worship bulletin 

announces current events and activities for our congregation and our 

visitors.  The directory and the “flap” help people stay connected with 

Mission Valley.  There is also a calendar section on the bulletin, to help 

keep track of all the different events/activities. We have also lowered our 

printing to 25 bulletins on Sunday (except Holidays) to reduce cost and to 

be greener. The digital bulletin is available on our website and is 

accessible through mobile devices. 

2019 Vision: 
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The goal for Communications is to continue to be a resource for our 

congregation to live out our vision statement, “becoming a loving 

community, inviting and challenging people to move towards Christ”. We 

want to achieve this in three ways: 1.) Encouraging others to grow closer 

to Christ by sharing powerful testimonies on how JESUS is transforming lives 

2.) Praising God by documenting the amazing things Jesus is doing 

throughout the year at Mission Valley with different events, projects, and 

activities 3.) Informing people of the different opportunities to be a part of 

our loving community and ways to grow closer to Jesus.  

Please pray that God continues to use Communications for His glory, for us 

to reach the lost, and for all us to be more like Jesus. 

 

Connect Cafe 

Submitted by Amy Seto 

 

2018 Review: 

MV Connect Café 2018 was comprised of 9 teams, with a different team 

serving each Sunday.  The teams provide light snacks and beverages 

after service on Sunday mornings.  The 9 teams comprised of: 

 

1. Junko & Matt Kimura (1st 

Sunday every month) 

2. Amy Seto and Team  

3. Nancy Shiozaki, Cida Mino, 

Lynn Higashi 

4. Willie & Lenora Hall 

5. Joyce Miyabe, Janice 

Eguchi, Aiko Morita 

6. Monica Yoshinaga & Amy 

Seto-Quarterly 

7. Joy Garcia, May Morris, 

Carol Yoshizaki – Quarterly 

8. MV Youth Group – 

Quarterly 

9. Family 2/4 lead by Sam 

Kim- Quarterly 

10. Family 2/4 lead by Kim 

Yokoyama-Quarterly 

11. Boy Scouts (Bi-annual) 

 

 

MV Connect Cafe exists to provide a warm and inviting place for our 

congregation to fellowship in hopes new relationships will grow and 

existing relationships will strengthen. It’s a time guests should feel 

welcomed and engaged in meaningful ways.    
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Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests: 

- additional volunteers and team leaders 

- Prayers that new and lasting relationships will be formed between 

new and regular attendees 

If you have a passion for hospitality and would like to serve on a team for 

2019, please contact Amy Seto @ amy.matsuyoshi@gmail.com.  

 

Family Promise 

Submitted by Joyce Miyabe 

 

2018 Review:  

Homelessness is a complicated issue but pervasive in the United States. 

Mission Valley has partnered with Family Promise since 2011 to host families 

who have become homeless. During their time with Family Promise 

families have an opportunity to receive social, emotional and job related 

support to get back on their feet. Family Promise is one of the few 

agencies where dad, mom and kids can stay together.  

 

Linda Gabrie attends quarterly Family Promise meetings with the other 

churches to get updates on the direction of Family Promise, fund-raising 

goals, and share experiences. We have also attended, along with other 

Mission Valley volunteers, host training sponsored by Family Promise.  

 

Mission Valley provided shelter and meals for four weeks throughout the 

year. Over 60 people have provided support to the families including 

providing meals and/or staying overnight. The overnight stays are the 

most challenging volunteer slots to fill.  

 

Appreciation to the church staff in supporting Family Promise with 

scheduling volunteers, buying supplies as needed and filling in on the day-

to-day on-sight issues as they arise. Mission Valley volunteers have 

continually remained flexible as schedules change and/or the number 

change during the week. 

 

2019 Vision:  

Mission Valley volunteers have used the Family Promise as an outreach to 

friends to join them in hosting families. 

 

mailto:amy.matsuyoshi@gmail.com
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In 2019, we look forward to adding Carrie Lee to our Family Promise team 

of Junko, Linda and Joyce.  

The host schedule for 2019 (subject to change) is: 

• March 10th through March 16th 

• May 19th through May 25th 

• August 18th through August 24th  

• October 13th through October 19th 

 

 

Human Resources Ministry 

Submitted by Leah Serrano 

 

2018 Review: 

What an exciting year! We had a number of personnel changes in 2018, 

and God has faithfully provided and guided MVFMC every step of the 

way! We are so thankful for our staff! 

 

- 3/2018: Associate Pastor Phil Sakanashi transitioned to our sister 

church, Orange Coast Free Methodist Church 

- 3/2018: Promoted Mako Seto to Executive Pastor  

- 4/2018: Hired our Worship Intern, Caitlyn Way 

- 05/2018: Hired our Youth Intern, Michael Fukuyama 

 

We also supported our church staff with various HR related needs. 

 

2019 Vision: 

It is our mission to provide support and assistance with all employee 

relations needs.  We have found that with ever-changing labor laws and 

benefit offerings, in addition to personnel care, we have many 

opportunities to be of service!  

 

In 2019, we would like to continue updating our current policies and 

procedures, as necessary.  I am also hoping to grow our ministry team and 

be more proactive in ways that we can be a support to our MVFMC 

church staff!  

 

Ministry Committee: 

Thank you to our HR Ministry Committee members are Diana Kim, Paul 

Huang, and May Morris (for benefits).  Joyce Yee joined our committee in 
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2018 as well! Our MV Staff also participate in meetings, as needed.  We 

welcome anyone who has a heart to serve on the HR Committee!  If you 

are interested, please contact me at leah@sincerussolutions.com or (626) 

512-4153. 

 

Ministry Needs/Prayer Requests 

• Volunteers to partner with our HR committee (either with ad hoc 

projects/needs and/or as a regular committee member). 

• For God’s wisdom and guidance as we support our MVFMC staff. 

 

 

Life Groups 

Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

Life Groups exist to create authentic relationships that provide the 

necessary catalyst, environment, and platform for spiritual growth.  It is 

hard to have deep spiritual and personal conversations on Sunday 

mornings, so we created Life Groups to enable this to happen in a more 

intimate and intentional environment. 

In 2018, Two new Life Groups were created to meet the growing need of 

our people to be in community.  I started a 12-week Wednesday evening 

Life Group and went over the SHAPE book by Erik Rees.  As a result of our 

community, the group decided to continue as a Life Group and go over 

Mariner church’s “Rooted.” curriculum. Koh Ikeda also taught a 10-week 

SHAPE Class in hopes to equip people about the God given SHAPE and to 

encourage participants to join a life group. 

Joy Garcia also started a group in the Azusa/Glendora area to reach 

people who live in that geographical area. 

This year I was excited that Carol Yoshizaki agreed to be our Life Group 

Shepherd. 

Her responsibilities are as follows: 

• Provides training for Life Group Leaders. 

• Schedules Life Group leaders training meetings. 

• Provides prayer support for all Life Group leaders and groups. 
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• Connects with the Life Group leader on a regular basis for spiritual, 

emotional, and operational support. 

• Communicates needs of the Life Groups to Life Group overseer 

except what is meant to be kept in confidence between the Life Group 

leader and Life Group Shepherd. In the event the Life Group Shepherd 

feels pastoral intervention is needed, he/she will contact the appropriate 

pastor and let the Life Group leader know the pastor will be informed of 

the situation. 

• Provide counseling and guidance on how to resolve certain issues 

the group might be experiencing.     

Carol has done an outstanding job equipping and making regular 

contact with our Life Group leaders to provide care and support for them. 

Our current leaders are: 

• San Gabriel Sunday Group – Ellen Sato 

• San Gabriel Thursday Group – Mitz Shiozaki 

• Men’s Group – Mitz Shiozaki 

• Women’s Group – Ruth Wong 

• 2/4 North - Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

• 2/4 South - Pastor Mako Seto and Sherwin Serrano 

• South Bay – Robert and Cida Mino/Craig Tanihara 

• Monterey Park – Bob and Kay Hirose 

• Azusa/Glendora - Joy Garcia 

• San Gabriel; Wednesday Group- Pastor Dave Fukuyama  

 

Please pray that the Holy Spirit will motivate people who are not in a Life 

Group to join one and that He provides more leaders to start new groups 

to accommodate our increasing growth in this area. 

 

Missions 

Submitted by Joyce Miyabe 

 

Mission Valley has taken the core values – Call, Connect, Care and 

Courage in its support for missions and missionaries local and abroad. As 
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members of the church are encouraged to tithe 10%, Mission Valley and 

the Missions committee strive to give 10% of the tithes toward missions. As 

we close 2018, the tithes exceeded the budget and we were able to give 

extra gifts to the missionaries we currently support and one-time start-up 

funds to Gene Hall and Brandon Kuba. 

 

During the summer, Koh Ikeda represented Mission Valley in Brazil and 

Peru. Tino and Anthony Gabrie represented JEMS in Brazil. 

 

Missionaries local and abroad supported monthly by MV in 2018 were:  

Family Promise - Local  

Mike & Stacey Christensen – Turkey 

David Gaulton – Local 

*Heavenly Treasures – Local 

Lighthouse Children’s Home – Thailand 

Jeff & Shelly Mott – Local/missionary training 

*Matt Sauder – Philippines 

Luke & Angelica Walker – Philippines 

*Don & Kathy Williams – Asia 

Roy Yabuki – Texas, college ministry 

 

*(Free Methodist World Missions) 

 

The Missions/Outreach budget line items also include ministry at Kei-Ai 

(formerly known as Keiro Nursing Home) and the Mission Valley Cub and 

Boy Scout troop. 

 

It is exciting to see small groups committing to get to know our missionaries 

and support them through prayer and friendship throughout the year.  

 

2019 Vision:  

The Missions Committee continues to strive to provide opportunities to 

serve and outreach in our community locally and abroad.  

 

In addition to continuing support of the missionaries above will be Light 

and Life Myanmar for the Myanmar Yangon Ministry Center (Free 

Methodist World Missions). 

 

Our continued goal is to keep missions and missionaries in prayer and in 

the forefront of Mission Valley’s ministry. All missionaries and especially 

those we support are extensions of ourselves in spreading the word of 

Jesus Christ. 
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Golden Seniors 

Submitted by Ellen Sato 

 

We gain spiritual encouragement by watching the Golden Seniors live 

their earthly days trusting our Lord and Savior. May we as their church 

family also encourage them? 

The vital part of this ministry is communication. Specifically, with those who 

have physical limitations that prevents them from joining us at Mission 

Valley and those who need prayer and encouragement from the MV 

family. Regular contact is made resulting in weekly updates and prayer 

requests. 

Osechi New Year’s bento was again a lovingly home cooked meal by 

Yuriko and assisted by many helpful hands. It was quite a task, but the 

Golden Seniors are worth it. 

The schedule of drivers to Atherton ended in early May because Jim and 

Flo Sakato are no longer able to attend MV. We appreciate the kind 

heart of Dorothy Tsuji who continued to pick up Lily Miyata. Though there is 

no schedule, a list of volunteer backup drivers for Dorothy includes Rand 

Eguchi, Dave Fukuyama, Koh Ikeda and Chet Yoshizaki. 

Continue to pray for Esther Izumi, Fudge Sato, Chiyeko Kaida, Jim and Flo 

Sakato, as they are rarely able worship with us. Pray for God’s comfort 

and strength on the families of Miyo Eguchi and Jiro Hanami. As God 

promised, we will be together again in heaven with Him. 

Committee leaders:  

Joy Garcia, Yuriko Katayama and Ellen Sato 

 

Helping hands/support by:  

Irene Ikeda, Jim Katayama, Yumi Narusawa, Jonathan Sato, you who just 

happened by to lend a hand (you know who you are) and all of you who 

pray for this ministry. 

 

Needs: 

• Prayer for their spiritual and physical needs 

• Prayer for God’s guidance for us 
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Senior Luncheon 

Submitted by Lenora Hall 

 

The goal for our ministry is to live out our vision statement for our seniors. 

Our vision statement is, “becoming a loving community, inviting and 

challenging people to move towards Christ”.  We connect with the seniors 

through our monthly luncheons, newsletters, weekly prayer list, birthday 

cards, and visits.  If they are unable to attend the luncheons, we have 

faithful people that deliver the lunches & newsletters and they pray with 

them. 

In our monthly luncheons, we had Japanese bentos, informative speakers, 

a time of sharing, and fantastic fellowship.  

Over the past two years, the ministry has grown from 30 attendees to 80 

attendees. 

Activities in 2018 included the following topics:   

• January: Pharmacists Jim Katayama & Bob Hirose - Medication 

Usage and Precautions. 

• February:  Ayumi Omoto of LTSC – Importance of Social 

Connections for Mental Health 

• March:  Sharing about our favorite activities for the theme - 

“Friendship & Love”. 

• April:  Pastor Stan Nishikubo spoke about “Forgiving One Another” -

Bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you-Luke 6 

• May “A Mother’s Love”-Keiko Kotaki shared about her past 11 years 

caring for her son Kevin. 

• June:  Takeshi Takdamak taught us “Memory Tips, Remembering 

Names, and the Ten Commandments. 

• July:  Surveys suggested:  Varying our food (incorporated later) 

having panel discussions, etc. 

• August:  Kellyn Pak, County USC Nursing Instructor:  Video/Talk 

about Stroke, Heart Attacks, and 911. 

• September:  Pastor Stan Nishikubo spoke about “Maintaining Hope 

as we Age”. 

• October:  Keiro’s Bryce Ikemura informed us about Iyashi Palliative 

Care. 

• November:  Thanksgiving Feast catered by Jayme Chan-Mainline 

Catering.  Honored our veterans. 
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Thank you to our core team members:  Pastor Dave Fukuyama, Lenora 

Hall, Carol Komtatsuka & Dennis Babamoto, Sadako & Kaz Achiwa, Joy & 

Steve Garcia, Yuriko Katayama, Aiko Morita, Dorothy Tsuji, Sets Oda, Willie 

Hall, and Junko Ashida. 

As Pastor Dave states, “People forget what you say in sermons, but 

remember how you cared for them”. 

Special Events 

Submitted by Amy Seto 

2018 Review: 

There were no new special events added in 2018.  Thank you to the 

following people who planned the following outstanding events: 

 

• Easter Sunday – Connect Café Teams 

• Mother’s Day Breakfast – Steve & Joyce Garcia, and Edel 

Penano  

• Father’s Day lunch – Women of MV & the Master Grillers 

(Dennis Babamoto and Edel Penano) 

• Christmas – Connect Café Teams 

Ministry Needs: 

Volunteers to help plan, implement and execute events. 

 

If you have a passion for event planning and would like to participate in 

the organizing of church events, please contact Amy Seto @ 

amy.matsuyoshi@gmail.com. 

Sports, Basketball 

Submitted by Rand Eguchi 

 

2018 Review: 

The MVA format has changed to become an informal Open Gym on 

Wednesday nights. Listed below are some of the observations. 

 

• The new format allows for more opportunities to invite friends, family 

and co-workers. 

• The result has created several groups of people such as older NAU 

players, a group from OC Free Methodist, a group of college age 

players, co-workers, etc. 
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• The new format also has created a more relaxed, friendlier, 

welcoming environment as opposed to the formal MVA league, 

which was more serious and created a more competitive 

environment. 

In General, the MVA has fostered development of deeper connections. 

• After gym informal dinners occur often. This year, the MVA had a 

Christmas dinner where some of the regular players met at Tasty 

Garden in Monterey Park for dinner. About 9 players attended, it 

provided another occasion to just connect with some of the non-

church and non-Christian players. 

• During non-playing time, players develop deeper friendships where 

support is provided in a passing of a family member, weddings and 

births. 

• Opportunities to challenge players to “move” in their relationship 

with God. Invitations to church, small groups, special events, etc. 

2019 Vision: 

• Continue the format with the informal Open Gym and encourage 

more opportunities to Connect with the players. 

• Mentoring opportunities could be further developed. 

• Civic Center application process has been more inconsistent lately. 

Coordination between MV insurance and LAUSD Risk Management 

needs improvement. Communication with LAUSD application 

coordinator needs improvement.  

• Preparation for periods of high attendance. During certain periods, 

such as summer, we’ve seen attendance reach levels of 20 or more 

players. When this happens, we’ve been able to make slight 

adjustments by using 2 courts. In the future, may consider extending 

the gym time to allow more playing time. 

• A few players have stopped coming out for different reasons such 

as injury or work. May want to follow up with emails and/or texts. 

• The weekly email may be replaced by the MVA Mail Chimp 

distribution. This way links to MVFM and other links can be provided. 

Other features such as distribution lists, surveys and email metrics 

can be used. 

Ministry Committee/members: 

Coordinators – Sherwin Serrano, Rand Eguchi   Equipment manager – 

Brian Mar  
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Ministry Needs/Prayer Request: 

Prayer support for the MVA leaders, the MVA 2019 Open Gym nights, the 

informal connections with the MVA attendees. 

 

Sports, Golf 

Submitted by Steve & Joy Garcia 

 

In 2018, the golf ministry had a good year connecting with golfers from 

Mission Valley and their friends.  We had 6 outings in the San Gabriel area.  

Dinner is also part of our ministry for fellowship, food and fun! 

Our golf committee consist of Mitz Shiozaki, John Iwamiya, John 

Kadowaki, Nelson Liu, James Ogata, Steve and Joy Garcia. 

One of the highlights of the year was our Golf 101 clinic.  We had over 35 

men, women and children participate.  They learned basic skills of 

chipping and putting. We look forward to our next golf clinic in Feb. 

In 2019, we hope to expand our ministry by welcoming new golfers.  We 

are also planning an outing with the Anaheim church and other sister 

churches in the PCJC conference. 

The golf ministry is the oldest sports ministry at Mission Valley.  We are in our 

19th year of sharing God’s Word through the game of golf. 

 

 

Welcome Team Ministry 

Submitted by Pastor Mako Seto 

 

The goal for the Welcome Team (Greeters, Welcome Desk, Ushers) is to 

glorify God by creating a friendly environment by following the three steps 

of service: 1) a warm welcome 2) anticipate and fulfill our people’s needs 

3) provide a “fond farewell” at Mission Valley, for everyone, whether it is 

your first time visiting or if you have been attending MV for the past 20 

years!   

2018 Highlights: 

• Three amazing team leaders for the Welcome Team (Bob Hirose-

Ushers, Matt Kimura-Welcome Desk, Diane Reynolds-Greeters)! 
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• Welcome Desk “agents” are expediting the check-in process in a 

warm & efficient manner that enhances the welcome experience 

for congregants and visitors as they received their name tag. 

• Procedures for first-time attendees: 1) Easier check in process with 

Welcome Team agents assisting 2) Different name tags to identify 

first timers 3) Follow up thank you email/call from the senior pastor 

for attending MV.  

• Re-ordered Mission Valley tote bags and ribbon leis (thank you 

Kimmie Matsuda) that are given to first time attendees as gifts. 

• Matt Kimura doing a great job of constantly updating information 

on the Servant Keeper database. 

• Welcome desk has become a “concierge area” for the church. 

Team members are present at the desk and are happy to assist with 

any questions/requests. 

• The Children’s Ministry check-in has a designated volunteer every 

Sunday to help check-in families and to welcome first-time 

attendees. 

• The Welcome Team and Children’s Ministry have developed a 

check in and check out system to ensure the safety of the children.  

• Third year of having Connect Luncheon, a place for new attendees 

to connect with congregants & staff while having lunch after 

service.  Connect Luncheons are scheduled on the first Sunday of 

every month at 12PM, unless noted ahead of time due to a special 

event/holidays. 

• Chet Yoshizaki launched & facilitating the Connect 101 Class as a 

follow up to the Connect Luncheons.  Attendees learned about the 

history of Mission Valley, the culture and vision of our church.  Also, 

they learned about the different opportunities to connect with our 

church and grow in their relationship with JESUS. 

We are blessed to have Servant Keeper as our church database software 

program, but the most important component to the Welcome Team is our 

dedicated team members!  Thank you to Diane Reynolds, Lily Miyata, 

Carolyn Kimura, Catherine Kimura, Sachiko Carpenter, Jordan Seto, 

Brandon Hudson, Skylar Hudson, Andrew Quesada and the Boy Scout 

Troop 365 for serving as greeters, ensuring everyone is greeted with a 

handshake or a hug.  A big thank you to Matt Kimura, Junko Kimura, 

James Kimura, Ashlee Kimura, David Chien, Amy Chien, Lerner Chu, 



 

 

31 

 

Cynthia Chu, Amy Seto, Jeff Lowe, Kimmie Matsuda, James Ogata, Craig 

Suzuki, Steve Garcia, Joy Garcia, Kim Yokoyama, Fred Tsen, Cerina Tsen, 

Reggie Bauzon, & Kacie Bauzon for being a vital component of our team 

as Welcome Desk agents to ensure people are getting checked into 

Servant Keeper.  The ushers are a vital component to our Welcome Team.  

Thank you to Bob Hirose (lead usher), Ed Kunimasa, John Kadowaki, Sets 

Oda, Jeff Lowe, James Ogata, Amy Hishinuma, Borden Narusawa, Craig 

Suzuki, and Willie Hall for faithfully serving.  Thank you Jeff & Chiho Lowe for 

serving in the Connect Luncheon ministry and Chet Yoshizaki for launching 

& facilitating the Connect 101 class. 

 

Worship 

Submitted by Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

This past year was a year of transition for all the worship ministry volunteers.  

Without Pastor Phillip Sakanashi’s skill and experience we had to learn 

many procedures on the spot using the Worship equipment handbook 

Pastor Phil created as our guide. There were times when we didn’t know if 

we could troubleshoot problems in time, but thanks to God and our 

dedicated worship volunteers, we were able to solve the practically all 

the problems in a timely manner.  

God remained faithful to us by bringing Caitlyn Way to us as our Worship 

Intern.  She has done a marvelous job leading us into God’s presence on 

Sunday mornings. God has truly gifted her with a heart for worship which 

she used to shape our culture of corporate worship. We were also blessed 

to have so many great leaders like Naoko Suga who led worship once a 

month as well as Koh Ikeda who led on every 5th Sunday of the month 

and special services such as Good Friday and Christmas eve services. We 

lost some band members who couldn’t serve on a regular basis because 

of schedule or relocation, but also had several new volunteers join this 

year. We made minor upgrades to some audio equipment and held 

another church in the park service at Vincent Lugo Park.  

We were also blessed to have the Nichigo string ensemble help us lead 

worship for our Christmas Sunday service.  
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Naoko Suga provided vocal lessons for our vocalists and those who 

wanted to improve their ability to sing.  It was a blessing seeing our 

worship teams expand with new vocalists who courageously shoes to help 

lead our congregation in worship. 

Committee: 

A/V: Robert Mino, Sherwin Serrano, Leah Serrano, Craig Tanihara, Steve 

Garcia and Ashlee Kimura. 

 

Worship band: Yoshi Achiwa, Yoshiya Matsuura, Jeremiah Mott,  Davis 

Ozawa, Chiho Lowe, Philip Sakanashi, Joy Portinga, Weldon Wu, Chris Wu, 

Michael Fukuyama, Hanna Tatsuki, Grace Moore, Anthony Gabrie, Koh 

Ikeda, Sophia Moore, and Edel Penano.  

We look forward to continual growth in our ability to provide a worship 

experience that glorifies God and allows our church family to freely 

worship God.  I am also praying for God to raise up more volunteers to 

help us in A/V and worship team members so we can continually provide 

our church family with a high-quality worship experience. 

 

Youth Ministry 

Submitted by Kiki Penano 

2018 Overview: 

We are continuously excited by what God is doing in the lives of our youth. 

As we started out the year, we continued with our 2017/2018 Youth Group 

teaching theme of “First Love.” In the book of Revelation, John rebukes the 

church of Ephesus for losing their First Love, Jesus Christ. How many of us 

today fall short to the very same thing? Oftentimes we make our faith and 

our “religion” about the works rather than the relationship with Jesus Christ 

and have made our faith about what we reap from being a Christian, 

rather than Christ Himself. 

 

For the 2017/2018 school year, we focused all our teaching on our First Love, 

Jesus Christ, and did so by studying the book of John. For Youth Group, we 

studied the 7 signs and miracles of Jesus in the book of John, followed by a 

focus on the 7 “I am” statements. In Sunday school, we looked at the 

Gospel of John through a modified inductive Bible Study. Ultimately, the 

goal for both Youth Group and Sunday school was to gain a clearer picture 
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and better understanding of the character and person of Jesus with the 

ultimate goal of finding our way back to our First Love. 

In February, our students were excited to attend our annual Midwinter 

retreat with our PCJC sister churches. We had 10 students and 6 staff that 

attended. Our theme this year was “Bloodline.” Our vision for the retreat 

was for students to better understand God’s great promises to them, and 

how we have been adopted into the Bloodline of a Great King. Our 

speaker (Pisey Sok, Christian Assembly) was incredible. He brought the Bible 

and theology to life and in a way many students haven’t experienced 

before. Through the ministry of the weekend, one student gave her heart 

to Jesus! 

This summer we hired Michael Fukuyama as our Youth Ministry Intern. 

Michael has done a fantastic job mentoring some of our male High School 

Students. He taught a combined Middle High/High School Sunday School 

class over the summer and took over teaching our High School Sunday 

School class in the Fall. He has also been an important part in running our 

Youth Group meetings. 

One highlight every summer for our youth is the PCJC summer camp. A 

major celebration for the week was being able to witness Sherwin Serrano, 

Jr. publicly declare his faith through baptism! 

This summer Michael & I went on a one-day visioning retreat and rebranded 

our Youth Ministry to be called “FLOW Youth Ministry.” Our vision is to 

educate, equip and empower Youth so their lives FLOW to God, with God 

and for God; and our Mission is to see this happen as students 

Find God, Love God, Obey God and Worship God 

  

Because we rebranded our ministry this year, we decided to use the 

2018/2019 school year to focus our Youth Group times and teaching on this 

new vision. We are spending about two months on each topic of Finding 

God, Loving God, Obeying God and Worshipping God. We kicked off the 

school year talking about Finding God. Our youth advisors shared their 

testimonies about how they found God in their own lives, a speaker talked 

about “who is God and how do I know He’s real?” and we also talked 

about “Finding yourself in God.” For our topics on Loving God we focused 

on Matthew 22:37, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and all your mind.” We discussed what it means and what it looks like 

to love God from these three areas of our lives. 
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2019 Vision: 

In 2019, we are excited to see how God will continually work in the lives of 

our youth. 

 

In the coming year, our vision is to continue to grow our Youth ministry, not 

only physically in numbers, but most importantly, grow our students’ faiths 

and relationships with Jesus. We desire students’ lives to be changed and 

transformed and evidenced through acts such as professions of faith, 

baptism, and discipleship relationships.  

Youth Advisors: 

I am so thankful for those who have invested in the lives of our Youth this 

past year: 

• Michael Fukuyama 

• Bryant Hyun 

• Sam Kim 

• Edel Penano 

• Joyce Yee 

 

Prayer & Ministry Needs: 

• For continued life-changing encounters where our Youth deepen 

their faith and knowledge of God 

• New leaders and individuals to pour into our students’ lives through 

serving on Youth staff or in discipleship relationships with our youth.  
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Finance 

Submitted by Pastor Mako Seto 

 

2018 Review: 

Thank you for your faithful giving!  We gave $44,575 (9%) more compared 

to 2017 with our tithe/offering and it was $2,326 more than our 2018 

budget! Your giving represents the spiritual growth that is happening as 

we are seeing lives being transformed through the power of Jesus Christ! 

Our Lord Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:21, “Do not lay up for yourselves 

treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 

in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” It is awesome to see 

our church treasuring Christ with our finances! 

 

Our Total Expenses were $17,602 under budget. Operating expenses were 

$4,784 under budget & payroll expenses were under budget by $33,025 

with Pastor Phil Sakanashi being called to OCFMC and hiring two interns 

during the 2018 year. We ended the year with a surplus of $46,973. 

 

2019 Vision: 

We believe that God has greater plans for us in our 100th year as a church! 

In 2019, we are challenging our church with a budget of $525,500 with our 

giving. Let’s continue to stay fired up for God’s Kingdom as we build from 

last year’s momentum! You are making an eternal difference! Lives are 

being changed through the power of the Holy Spirit at Mission Valley and 

beyond the walls of our church with your faithful giving! I pray that we will 

continue to be faithful to God as he has been so faithful to us for the past 

100 years!   

 

Committee: 

Thank you to the wonderful six ladies that do an incredible job of counting 

the tithes/offering on a weekly basis:  Nancy Shiozaki, Lynn Higashi, 

Carolyn Kimura, Catherine Kimura, Yuriko Katayama, and Judith Portinga.  

A special thank you to Catherine Kimura for processing checks.   

 

Lastly, I would like to thank our finance team for doing an outstanding job 

of generating reports and analyzing our finances: Amy Wu (Treasurer), 

May Morris, Nelson Liu, and Kiki Penano!   
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Baby Dedications 

Jonah Ji        May 13, 2018 

 

Baptisms 

George Kaneda        February 25, 2018 

Grace Kono        February 25, 2018 

Will Pak        February 25, 2018 

Chris Ingoldsby        May 13, 2018  

Jordan Seto        May 13, 2018 

Sherwin Serrano Jr.      July 19, 2018 

Miriam Lemus        December 23, 2018 

Chasity Nguyen        December 23, 2018 

 

New Members 

Grace Kono       November 19, 2017 

Alan Vidal       November 19, 2017 

Jill Vidal       November 19, 2017  

 

Transfer of Membership 

Ron Yorizane       March 13, 2018 

Sharon Yorizane       March 13, 2018 

Gary Gaulton       May 18, 2018 

Kathy Gaulton       May 18, 2018 

Caroline Gaulton      May 18, 2018 

Ron Inouye       May 18, 2018 

Grace Inouye       May 18, 2018 
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