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Worship August 2, 2020 – 9th
 Sunday after Pentecost 

The lessons today, we hear how God is close. 

Through Jesus, God feeds thousands. 

Jacob is changed after wrestling with God.  

We hear the miracle that even when we are in a dark place, God is close by and 

God transforms us in ways we can never imagine. 

 

Prelude  

“Largo” theme – Dvorak (1893) 

 

P: Greeting 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

 

 

A: Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray: 

Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness, and you cover 

creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger for the food that satisfies both 

body and spirit, and with this food fill all the starving world; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

 

 

P: Gospel 

Matthew 14:13-21 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

13
Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew 
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from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, 

they followed him on foot from the towns. 14
When he went ashore, he saw a great 

crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15
When it was 

evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and 

buy food for themselves.” 16
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 

them something to eat.” 17
They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and 

two fish.” 18
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19

Then he ordered the crowds to 

sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 

heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the 

disciples gave them to the crowds. 20
And all ate and were filled; and they took up 

what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21
And those who ate 

were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Anthem 

Let Us Break Bread Together 

 

L: Old Testament Reading 

Genesis 32:22-31 

22
[At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.23
He took them and sent them across 

the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24
Jacob was left alone; and a 

man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25
When the man saw that he did not prevail 

against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of 

joint as he wrestled with him. 26
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27
So he said to him, 

“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28
Then the man said, “You shall no 

longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, 

and have prevailed.” 29
Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he 

said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30
So Jacob 

called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 

is preserved.” 31
The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of 

his hip. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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P: Sermon 

Pr. Pam Voves 

 

 

Moment of Reflection 

Campfire – Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri 

 

 

A: Prayers 

 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 

You take resources that appear to be meager, bless them, and there is enough. 

May your church trust that what you bless and ask us to share with the world is 

abundantly sufficient. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You offer yourself to all the nations and peoples of the earth, inviting everyone to 

abundant life. Bring the prophetic vision to fullness, that all nations will run to you 

and that nations who do not know you will find their joy in you. We are grateful for 

the witness of your servant, John Lewis, as he lived in faith to you and to the 

not-yet-achieved ideals of this country. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of comfort, be with us as we wrestle with you. Help us to live into the 

transformation you bring to all your people.  Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You open your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. Hear the anguish 

of tender hearts who cry to you in suffering and satisfy their deepest needs. Bring 

wholeness and healing to those who suffer in body, heart, soul, and mind 

(especially) Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 
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P: Offering  

Thank you for the offering that you send in each week either through the mail or 

Simply Giving. Thank you also to those who have donated through the link on our 

website home page. 

Let us pray: 

Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them 

for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

P: Peace 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

P: Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Body of Christ 

Let us pray: 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son. 

Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and 

hatred that infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in 

bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work to accomplish your 

purposes on earth; so that, in your good time, every people and nation may serve 

you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen 

 

Together, as one body, we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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P: Announcements 

 

P: Benediction 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of the almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

A: Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sending Hymn  

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service – ELW 712 

 

Thank you to our worship leaders with Pr. Pam on the recorded service:  

Dr. Kurt Westerberg and Nick Marotta 

 


