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Worship July 5, 2020 – Time after Pentecost 

 

Today we honor the beginning of our country. Each year we learn how we can 

more fully live into the high ideals of those who first dreamed of the possibility of 

the United States of America. 

 

Prelude  

Fugue on “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains” – Charles Ives (1896) 

 

Greeting 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray: 

You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, 

and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 

you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

Gospel 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16
“To what will I compare this generation? It is 

like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 

 17
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

18
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19

the 

Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 

deeds.” 
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  25
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants; 26
yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27

All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except 

the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 

Son chooses to reveal him. 

  28
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 

will give you rest. 29
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30
For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Anthem 

Wade in the Water – Spiritual 

 

Old Testament Reading and Sermon 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

Pr. Pam Voves 

 

Moment of Reflection 

Taum Sauk Mountain State Park in Middle Brook, Missouri 

 

Blessing of High School Graduates and Afghans 

Today we recognize our high school graduates: Benjamin Bruns and Micayla 

Hancock. 

We wish them blessing and Godspeed as they continue their life’s journey. Our 

paths are not always straight as we make our way in the world but we trust that in 

every twist and turn, God is with us.  

Let us pray for Benjamin and Micayla: 

God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children into his arms and blessed them. 

Give them compassion for self and others. Be with them as they search for ways in 

which they will give back to the world. Help them to know that their church – the 

people of St. Paul’s – will support them as they grow in years and knowledge of 
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your world. Remind them with your grace that they will always be welcomed back. 

We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

And now we will bless these afghans, made for them by St. Paul’s Knitting 

Ministry, to accompany them on their journey.  

May God's grace be upon this afghan... 

warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing. 

May this mantle be a safe haven...  

a sacred place of security and well-being... 

sustaining and embracing in good times as well as difficult ones. 

May Michaela and Benjamin be cradled in hope, kept in joy,  

graced with peace, and wrapped in love. 

Blessed Be! 

 

 

Prayers 

Let us pray: 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary, and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.”  

 

God of creation, we marvel in awe of the diversity of your creation. We are 

grateful for the scent of herbs that spark creativity in our cooking. We are grateful 

for pets who give us companionship during this time when we are alone. We are 

grateful for the lakefront and parks that encourage us to enjoy your created world. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of nations, all authority belongs to you. As we celebrate our country, help us 

recommit to making it better for all people: for the nations of our own native 

peoples who were here first to immigrants arriving each new day who dream the 

same dreams of our ancestors. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of compassion, we are weary. Give us strength these days to persevere. Help 

us turn our weariness into hope and love for our neighbor. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of healing, you comfort those who grieve with the promise of the resurrection. 

Console, heal, and nourish all in need especially those we name now. (silence) 
Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Offering  

Thank you for the offering that you send in each week either through the mail or 

Simply Giving. Thank you also to those who have donated through the link on our 

website home page. 

 

 

Peace 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We pray in thanksgiving to all the ways God comes to us.  

Let us pray: 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the Body of Christ with the gift of forgiveness. 

We honor you now and forever. 

 

Together, as one body, we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses and we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

1. Monthly Mission – Curt’s Cafe 

2. Sunday Soup Kitchen 

3. Outside Prayer Services 

 

Benediction 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of the almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sending Hymn  

This is My Song - ELW 887 

 

Worship resources: Evangelical Lutheran Worship and This Far by Faith, an African 

American resource for worship  

Thank you to our worship leaders with Pr. Pam: Dr. Kurt Westerberg, Angela De 

Venuto, Leo Radosavljevic and Walter. 

 


