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Welcome to Worship - September 20, 2020 

Season of Creation - Wilderness Sunday 

 

Prelude 

Solitary Wanderer – Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 

 

Welcome/Prayer Requests 

 

 

Invocation 

P: In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life,  

in the name of Christ, the pulse of life,  

and in the name of the Spirit, the breath of life.  

Amen  

A: Let us pray: 

Christ, we come into your presence to worship in this sanctuary called Earth,  

your presence quivering in the forests,  

your presence vibrating in the land,  

your presence pulsating in the wilderness,  

your presence shimmering in the rivers.  

God, reveal yourself to us in this place, and show us your face in all creation. 

Amen 

 

P: Confession 

We remember the wilderness God created, the wild places on Earth, the worlds of 

wonder and mystery, the spirit of the wilderness. We remember the wild worlds 

and the hiding places of our childhood, places where we played, where we felt the 

mystery of caves, fantasy, and strange creatures. 

 

We regret that we have become alienated from Earth, and have treated this 

garden planet as a beast to be tamed, as a domain to be dominated, and as a 

place to be ruled for our gain. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 
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We have polluted deserts with radioactive waste. We have torn holes in the ozone 

layer. We have desecrated sacred sites in the mountains. We have destroyed the 

homes of wild creatures.  

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Christ hears our confession out of the wildness, forgives your sins against the 

wilderness, and calls you now to open your ears and your hearts to sustain rather 

than to destroy the wilderness, the world God has filled with wonder.  

Christ hears your confession from the cross and forgives your sins ☩ against all 

creation. Amen 

 

A: Prayer of the Day 

God, our Creator, whose glory fills all things, help us to discern your presence 

among us and our kin in creation, especially in the wild, untamed places. Help us 

to empathize with your creatures who are suffering and to serve you as agents for 

healing the land. In the name of Christ, who reconciles and restores all things in 

creation. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn – I Journey Through the Wilderness (based on Psalm 121) 

Text – Stephen M. Fearing, English Folk Tune 

 

L: First Lesson 

Joel 1:8-10, 17-20 

A reading from Joel: 

  8Lament like a virgin dressed in sackcloth 

 for the husband of her youth. 

 9The grain offering and the drink offering are cut off 

 from the house of the LORD. 

 The priests mourn, 

 the ministers of the LORD. 

 10
The fields are devastated, 

 the ground mourns; 

 for the grain is destroyed, 

 the wine dries up, 

 the oil fails. 
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17
The seed shrivels under the clods, 

 the storehouses are desolate; 

 the granaries are ruined 

 because the grain has failed. 

 18
How the animals groan! 

 The herds of cattle wander about 

 because there is no pasture for them; 

 even the flocks of sheep are dazed. 

 19
To you, O LORD, I cry. 

 For fire has devoured 

 the pastures of the wilderness, 

 and flames have burned 

 all the trees of the field. 

 20
Even the wild animals cry to you 

 because the watercourses are dried up, 

 and fire has devoured 

 the pastures of the wilderness. 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

L: Second Lesson 

Romans 8:18-27 

A reading from Romans: 

18
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. 19
For the creation waits with eager longing for 

the revealing of the children of God; 20
for the creation was subjected to futility, not 

of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21
that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22
We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labor pains until now; 23
and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24
For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25
But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 

we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27
And God, 
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who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem – From the Water to Wilderness  

Text: Stephen M. Fearing, Tune: African American Spiritual 

 

P: Gospel 

Matthew 3:13-4:2  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 

But John 

tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 

me?” 15 
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 

righteousness.” Then John consented. 
16 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 

heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

alighting on him. 17 
And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 

with him I am well pleased.” 

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. 2 
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

P: Sermon 

Pr. Pam Voves 

 

Moment of Reflection 

Wilderness images 
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A: Prayers 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all those in need. 

Nothing in creation is outside your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it 

all. Give us a spirit of generosity toward all you have made. We pray for our 

western states as wild fires consume the homes and lives of people and animals. 

We pray for all those in the path of Hurricane Sally. We pray for all who are or 

have been infected with COVID-19 and are still suffering the effects. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward 

peace and cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide 

legislators, civil servants, judges, and police toward laws that protect the 

well-being of all. We give thanks for the legacy and life of Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg. Give us strength to be workers for justice. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Tend to all in need of your compassion. Give strength to people who suffer from 

anxiety, degression and all other mental health issues. Shelter all who are 

vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Help us to love our neighbors. For people who are hungry, need a safe place to 

stay, need relief from mounting debt, and anyone in need of compassion. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your 

mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

P: Offering Prayer 

God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share. Accept 

our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and as a sign of our concern for 

those in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth. 

Amen 
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P: Peace 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Announcements 

 

P: Sending Prayer 

Jesus Christ, teach us to be at one with Earth. Make our spirits sensitive to the 

cries of creation, cries for justice from the hills and the trees.  

Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the groans of the Spirit from the deserts, 

the plains, and the winds.  

Jesus Christ, make our souls sensitive to the call of our kin, species in pain calling 

from the land, the sea, and the air.  

Christ, teach us to care. 

Amen. 

Together, as one body, we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

P: Blessing 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

 

 

A: Dismissal 

We go in peace, serving Christ and loving the earth. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Sending Hymn – Spirit of Gentleness ELW 396 v. 1, 2, 4 


