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 Come Grow Serve 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church!   
 

Sky refers to the all the domains of creation above and around Earth. Sky especially refers to the domains close 
to Earth—the wind, the clouds, the air—the atmosphere.   
It is important to note that the term translated ‘heavens’ in the Old Testament normally means sky, not some 
abode of God far above.  
 

Words printed in bold are spoken by all. Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill 
out a pew card and place it in the offering plate. 

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021 

SEASON OF CREATION: SKY SUNDAY 

WELCOME           

PRELUDE Dolce from Fantasia VII  G. P. Telemann  

Diane Mues, viola 

P: Pastor        A: Assisting Minister 
Bold print: Congregation 

The assembly is invited to stand  
 

GATHERING 
P: In the name of the Creator, who colors the sky, the name of Christ, who died under dark skies, 
 and the name of the Spirit, the wind in the sky. Amen. 
All: Holy! Holy! Holy! Sky is filled with God’s presence. 
P: Christ, we come to into your presence today, to worship in this sanctuary called Earth, 
All: Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with your presence. 

ELW 771 GATHERING HYMN     God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens  

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
P: Creator God, we share your tears with the tears from the forest, the tears from the skies and the 
 tears of your kin. We share the sorrow of our planet. 
All: We share the sorrow. We share the tears.  
P: Christ, who was deeply grieved in Gethsemane, shares our tears and knows our sorrow. 
All:  Christ, open our eyes to the life that suffers around us. 
 
P: God who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
 with Christ. 
 By grace you have been saved.  
 In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins against God and one another are forgiven.  
All: Amen  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A:  God, our Creator, as we look into the skies we celebrate the wonders of the worlds that surround 

 us. Help us to see your presence in the evening sky, your spirit in the wind, your mercy in the 
 falling rain. Teach us to hear the good news from the sky celebrating the glory of God in Earth. 
 Rejoice with us as we behold the dawn revealing the mysteries of the skies above and Earth below. 
 In the name of Christ who unites heaven and Earth.  

All: Amen. 
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word 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 4:23-28 
 

A Reading from Jeremiah. 
 

 23I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; 
 and to the heavens, and they had no light. 
 24I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 
 and all the hills moved to and fro. 
 25I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, 
 and all the birds of the air had fled. 
 26I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, 
 and all its cities were laid in ruins 
 before the LORD, before his fierce anger. 
27For thus says the LORD: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 
 28Because of this the earth shall mourn, 
 and the heavens above grow black; 
 for I have spoken, I have purposed; 
 I have not relented nor will I turn back.  
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:12-18 
 

A Reading from Philippians. 
 

12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work 
in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
14Do all things without murmuring and arguing, 15so that you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which you shine like stars in 
the world. 16It is by your holding fast to the word of life that I can boast on the day of Christ that I did 
not run in vain or labor in vain. 17But even if I am being poured out as a libation over the sacrifice and the 
offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you — 18and in the same way you also must be glad 
and rejoice with me.  
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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The assembly is invited to stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW 172 

GOSPEL: Mark 15:33-39 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three o'clock 
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" 
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." 36And someone ran, 
filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, "Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to take him down." 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now when the centurion, who stood facing 
him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!"  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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MEAL 

 

THE OFFERING                   
 
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to  share. Accept our offerings 
 as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those in need, including our fellow 
 creatures on planet Earth. 
All: Amen  
 

The assembly is invited to stand. 

SERMON Pastor Pam Voves 

HYMN OF THE DAY Over My Head  Spiritual, arr. Kurt Westerberg 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

 God of strength, give us courage to advocate and care for your creation. Help us to see both the 
 tiniest of organisms and take in the breadth of all the earth. Open our eyes and hearts to what needs 
 to be done. Lord in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 

 You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders and governments to work 
 with one another for the good of our common world. Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and 
 dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 

 You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect any 
 who are in danger, and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times. We pray especially for 
 those in our lives who need your care and peace. We name them now silently or aloud.  
 Lord, in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer. 
 
 

 Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ 
 our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
All: And also with you.  

The assembly is invited to stand. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
                     

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
 

We proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, 
without end. 
 

Amen.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we for
 give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be 
offered communion unless otherwise indicated by parents. Specific instructions will be given by the pastor at the time 
of communion. The wine is red and the grape juice is white. Gluten free wafers are available.  

We will receive Holy Communion at the same time. As the pastor says, “The Body of Christ for you.”  
“The Blood of Christ for you.” you may respond with “Amen.”  
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TABLE  BLESSING 
P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind and your 
 body to heal your wounds and through you to bring healing to Earth. In Jesus’ name.  
All: Amen 

 

COMMUNION HYMN In This Feast of Love ACS 962 
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SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The assembly is invited to stand. 

 

CREATION PRAYER 
A: Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with Earth. Make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation, 
 cries for justice from the air, the clouds and the sky. Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the 
 groans of the Spirit in creation, groans of longing for a new creation. Jesus Christ, make our hearts 
 sensitive to the songs of our kin, songs of celebration from the stars, the rains and the light. 
 Christ, teach us to care.   
All: Amen. 
 

SENDING BLESSING 

P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon you now 
 and forever. 
All: Amen. 

SENDING SONG Creating God, Your Fingers Trace  ELW 684 

POSTLUDE Finale from Organ Concerto in F Major 

Kurt Westerberg 

G. F. Handel  

DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace! Serving Christ and loving the sky!  
All: Thanks be to God! 

THANK YOU… 
 Liana German, Angela De Venuto, Diane Mues, and Kurt Westerberg for their musical leadership 
 to LuAnne Origer for her flower contribution:  “In memory of my father, Robert P. Origer whose birthday was 

September 16, 1930” 
 to LuAnne Origer for printing bulletins and the newsletter while Angela was away. 
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