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We are grateful for this sacred time together when we can set aside the non-stop 24/7 world and simply be still and 
know God. 

We practice open communion. Anyone who wishes to experience the risen Christ in the bread and wine is invited 
to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill 
out a pew card and place it in the offering plate.  
You are invited to sing the hymns and liturgy while keeping your mask on.  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP           Sunday, October 31, 2021 
Reformation Day 

WELCOME           

GATHERING 

PRELUDE All Honor Be To God on High Johann Gottfried Walther  
(1684 - 1748) Kurt Westerberg 

P: Pastor        A: Assisting Minister 
Bold print: Congregation 

The assembly is invited to stand. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light 
 and our salvation. 
All: Amen. 
 
P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give 
 thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you 
 created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
 Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized 
 by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
 making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in 
 Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord  
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 



2  

 

ELW 645  GATHERING HYMN     Christ is Made the Sure Foundation  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 
 your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
 times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
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word 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:31-34  

 
A Reading from Jeremiah. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No long-
er shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING:  Romans 3:19-28  

 
A Reading from Romans. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his 
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 
23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 
previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 



4  

 

SERMON Pastor Pam Voves 

HYMN OF THE DAY Der Herr ist mein Licht und mein Heil 
(The Lord is My Light and Salvation)  

Heinrich Schütz  
(1585 - 1672)  

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36  
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not 
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will 
be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly may be seated. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW 172 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

Psalm 27 - verses 1 and 6, sung in German. 
 
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
The Lord is my stronghold; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Therefore I will offer praise in the sanctuary; I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
 
 
 
*Heinrich Schütz is considered to have been the most important Lutheran composer before J. S. Bach.  Born 100 
years before Bach, he studied with Gabrieli in Italy and then spent most of his mature years in Dresden.  Most of 
his works are vocal settings of sacred texts in German.  This particular setting was composed in 1647. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 
 We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the cross. Inspire 
 congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with persistence and hope.  
 Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit especially those we name now silently or aloud. 
 Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of 
 renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
   
 We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in schools, universities, 
 seminaries and churches. We especially pray for the participants of St. Paul's Adult Class. Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in your holy habitation 
 especially Martin Luther, Heinrich Schütz, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr., Marsha P. Johnson, 
 Dorothy Day and Mother Teresa. Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems and 
 work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
 
 Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; through Jesus Christ, our 
 truth and life. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
All: And also with you.  

Please stand as you are able. 
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MEAL 

 
THE OFFERING                   

The offering plate is brought through the community at this time. Please place your offering in the plate as 
you leave worship.  

 
 
 

 
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the 
 heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to 
 nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All: Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                        
P:  The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done  
      on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses  
  as we forgive those who  
     trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom,  
  and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 

O God most mighty,  
O God most merciful,  
O God our rock and our salvation. . . .  
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

OFFERTORY Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast ELW 516  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The gifts of God, for the people of God.  
All: Thanks be to God.  

 

The assembly may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

We will eat and drink together. Please come forward to receive the bread and wine. Then move to the side aisle and 
wait until all are ready. Pastor will say the words of invitation to everyone at the same time as we stand in the Circle of 
Christ.  
We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be offered communion unless otherwise 
indicated by parents. The wine is red and the grape juice is white. Gluten free wafers are available. All are welcome at 
Christ’s Table.  

We will receive Holy Communion at the same time. As the pastor says, “The Body of Christ for you.”  
“The Blood of Christ for you.” you may respond with “Amen.”  

COMMUNION HYMN The Church's One Foundation  ELW 654  

 
TABLE  BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All: Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Let us pray. Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 
 salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
All: Amen 
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SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The assembly is invited to stand. 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world.  
 The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

SENDING SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504  

POSTLUDE Ein Feste Burg ist unser Gott  

Kurt Westerberg 

Johann Gottfried Walther  

DISMISSAL 
A:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.  
All: Thanks be to God! 

THANK YOU... 
 Liana German, Nicholas Marotta, Leigh Folta, Stefan Westerberg and Kurt Westerberg for their musical 

leadership. 
 Harvey Wolf and Mary Williamson for helping to lead worship. 
 to Harvey Wolf and Chuck Hewitt for their flower contribution:  “In gratitude for all of creation and God’s beloved 

example of true love — animals — in memory of Spanky.” 


