
    

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2006 

 

Joint Pentecost Service 

St. Paul’s, Immanuel, Grace, St. John’s 
 

 Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church! 

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on 
Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s 
presence within and among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s 

presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the 
Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to 

forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s 
redeeming love to all the world. 

 
Words printed in bold are spoken by all.  

Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate. 
 

THIS SERVICE IS LIVE STREAMED. TELL YOUR FRIENDS!                                                                                 

GATHERING 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                                             
PM: Welcome to those who are joining us online. Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

 
PRELUDE                                           Vivace from Fantasia IX                                      G.P. Telemann 

Diane Mues, viola 
 

The assembly is invited to stand. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
All: Amen. 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 

COME            GROW            SERVE 



 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks 

for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We 

join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
  
GATHERING HYMN   O Holy Spirit, Root of Life               
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy spirit be with 

you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                              

   

   
 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Let us pray. 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. 
Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all 
times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
The assembly is invited to be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:1-21 
A reading from Acts of the Apostles. 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 

sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it 

that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in 

our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 

  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 

suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
   and they shall prophesy. 

 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 



 
 
HYMN      Veni Sancte Spiritus     ELW 406  

Combined choir sings main verses; Congregation sings ostinato 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
A reading from the first letter of Peter. 
 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but the same 

Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 

everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another 
the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 

various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 

  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

The assembly is invited to stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples 

were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins 
of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON Pr. Mark Sloss     

Please stand as you are able. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading                                        

  
  



  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for 

the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 

 
A: O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all ministers of the gospel 

to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom they encounter. Bless the work of 
interreligious dialogue. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

A: You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living things, bring forth clean 
water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we contemplate all you have made. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among nations. Bestow 

peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society to work for justice, and guard those 
serving in the armed forces, especially this weekend as we remember those who died in service to 
their country. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide food for those who 

hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who are anxious or bereaved, comfort those 



who are sick or suffering, and answer all who call upon your name, especially those on our prayer 
list and those we pray for either silently or aloud (pause). Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

 
A: You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those preparing for or affirming 

their baptism. May they be encouraged by this community of faith as they live out their baptismal 
promises. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the faithful 

departed, who clung to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God, 
All: receive our prayer. 
 
A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
All: Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
PM: The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                                  
All: And also with you. 

The assembly is invited to be seated. 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING An offering is gathered and the Table is set. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                          O Living Breath of God          Swedish tune 

 Combined Choir                    arr. Kurt Westerberg 

Michael Stutzman, piano (Grace) 

Text: Osvaldo Catena, tr. Gerhard Cartford 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before 
us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, 

All: Amen 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P:  We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of  
the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  

 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom you 
take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature 
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands 
in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.  

 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break 
the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his 
covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks that 
you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  



 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine;  
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 
through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.  

All:  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
 deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

 

All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be offered 
communion unless otherwise indicated by parents. The wine is red and grape juice is white. 

Please be seated. 

LAMB OF GOD   

    

COMMUNION HYMNS                   Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song                                ELW 403 
                                                                  Spirit of Gentleness                                               ELW 396 



   Please stand as you are able. 

TABLE BLESSING 
P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind, and your 
 body to heal your wounds and, through your healing to all the earth. In Jesus’ name, 
All: Amen.                                                                                                                                               

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 
nations. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen.                                                                                                                                               
SENDING 

Please be seated for the announcements. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The assembly is invited to stand.              

SENDING BLESSING            
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

SENDING HYMN                             God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind                                     
 

 
    



 
 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE                  Fantasia super "Komm, Heiliger Geist" BWV 651a                J.S. Bach 
Christine Kraemer, organ (Immanuel) 

 

NOTE: All cash donations will be sent to Sanctuary Evanston. 

See more at https://www.instagram.com/p/DXNQcwaCX6L/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link 

 

THANK YOU 

   To our musicians: Kurt Westerberg, music director; Diane Mues, viola; Stefan Westerberg, cello; Michael  
Stutzman, piano; Christine Kraemer, organ. 

   To the Altar Guild for altar flowers given to the Glory of God. 
   To everyone who brought treats for our coffee fellowship! 
   To all who participated in the service: 
 Pr. Mark: (preaching) 

Pr. Matt, Pr. Luke, Pr. Rebecca (presiding ministers) 
Harvey Wolf (assisting minister) 
Readers: Lynn Otte (Grace), Susan Ross (Immanuel) 
Crucifer: Elora Kloster (Immanuel) 
Communion Assistants: Carolyn Utech (Grace), Terri Simchak (Immanuel) 
Ushers: Janis Battle & Diane DiFrancesco (St. Paul’s) 
Sexton: Diane DiFrancesco 

          
 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DXNQcwaCX6L/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

