COME GROW SERVE
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, JULY 19, 2026
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church!

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the
weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the
day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and
wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s
table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

Words printed in bold are spoken by all.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill out a pew card and place it in the offering
plate.

THIS SERVICE IS LIVE STREAMED. TELL YOUR FRIENDS!

GATHERING
WELCOME
P: Welcome to those who are joining us online. Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
PRELUDE Prelude on "What A Friend" Gordon Young

The assembly is invited to stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever.
All:  Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God,

All:  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
tforgiven. Rest in God’s love.

All: Amen

GATHERING HYMN O Holy Spirit, Root of Life ELW 399




GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
spirit be with you all.

All:  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: Let us pray.
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

All:  Amen.

The assembly is invited to be seated.
IWORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

6'Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
I am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8 Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

1280 then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. > For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abbal Father!” 161t is that very Spirit bearing
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs: heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him.



18] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory about to be revealed to us. 1 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing
of the children of God, ?° for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by
the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2! that the creation itself will be set free from its
enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2 We
know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of
labor, 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 2 For in hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already
sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is invited to stand for the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

24|Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,?> but while everybody was asleep
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away. 2° So when the
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where,
then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said
to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 22 But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering
the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 3 Let both of them grow together
until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””’



The Gospel of the Lord.

All:  Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON Pr. Mary Anderson
Please stand as you are able.
HYMN OF THE DAY O God, Whose Word Well-Planted insert

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PM:

PM:

e

PM:

PM:

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the
wortld, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the wheat.
Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost among the
complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans,
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in
righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely
toward the flourishing of all. We continue to pray for peace in our world, especially in
the Middle East, the Ukraine, and in all places unknown to us where civil wars cause
fear and destruction. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted by
war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness to
their character, or illness or injury. We pray for Joan, Bill, and all on our prayer list
and in our hearts this day. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers,
including our ELCA camp in Illinois, for daycare professionals, librarians, summer
school educators and coaches, teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and
youth becoming first-time babysitters. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



A God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and
places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun in
your presence, including all we have loved and lost. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

PM:  Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
All:  Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

The assembly is invited to be seated.

MEAL
THE OFFERING An offering is gathered and the Table is set.
MUSICAL OFFERING Enrich My Heart K. Lee Scott
Rachel Blaustein, soprano text: George Herbert

OFFERING PRAYER

A: Let us pray.
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you
and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

All:  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:  Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P:

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent
in this end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in
whom you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He
there took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the
Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched
out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy
death, to break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the
righteous, to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread
and giving thanks to you, said:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving
you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as

your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this
bread and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we



may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory
and honor are yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both
now and forever.

All:  Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE

P:

Heaven has come near. Come share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We will commune one side of the church at a time. Please core
Jforward to receive the bread first. Gluten free wafers are available.
You may choose a cup of red wine or white grape juice.
Move to the side eat and drink.

Place your empty cup in the tray provided.

All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone.
Children will be offered communion unless otherwise indicated by parents. The wine is red and grape juice is

white.

Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465

Please stand as you are able.

TABLE BLESSING

P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your
mind, and your body to heal your wounds and, through your healing to all the earth.
In Jesus’ name,

All: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Az Let us pray.
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share
your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

All:  Amen.
SENDING
Please be seated for the announcements.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly is invited to stand.

SENDING BLESSING
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *F one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and

always.
All: Amen.
SENDING HYMN God, The Sculptor of the Mountains ELW 736
DISMISSAL
A: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Finale trom Organ Concerto in F Major G. F. Handel



