COME GROW SERVE
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2026
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church!

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be
little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that
we may bear fruit in the world.

Words printed in bold are spoken by all.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate.

THIS SERVICE IS LIVE STREAMED. TELL YOUR FRIENDS!

GATHERING
WELCOME
P: Welcome to those who are joining us online. Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!
PRELUDE Sarabande from Suite No. 1 J.S. Bach

Diane Mues, viola

The assembly is invited to stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, whose compassion endures forever.
All:  Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,

All:  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your
mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell
in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest.” In the name of God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spitit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s
love.

All:  Amen

GATHERING HYMN Earth is Full of Wit and Wisdom insert side 1




GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy spirit be with

you all.
All:  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
PM: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us
to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
All:  Amen.
The assembly is invited to be seated.

IWORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
5o shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

12For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

U'Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has done what the law,



weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. > For those who live according to the flesh set
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the
things of the Spirit. ¢ To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 19 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead
because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from
the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is invited to stand for the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of ¢ -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

I'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a
path, and the birds came and ate them up. > Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. & Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. ? If you have ears, hear!”

18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 1 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not



understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy, 2! yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or
persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke
the word, and it yields nothing. 2> But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Pr. Mary Anderson

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PM: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all

of creation.
A brief silence.

PM: God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the garden of
your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace,
All:  hear our prayer.

PM: God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees will
clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

PM: God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set our minds
on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the world. God of grace,
All:  hear our prayer.

PM: God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for all who toil
under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have exhausted their resources,
and for local concerns. God of grace,

All:  hear our prayer.

PM: God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May those
who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment among us. God of
grace,

All:  hear our prayer.



PM: We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We remember
those saints who have gone before us in faith. God of grace,
All:  hear our prayer.

PM:  Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you,
through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
All:  Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:  And also with you.

The assembly is invited to be seated.

MEAL
THE OFFERING An offering is gathered and the Table is set.
MUSICAL OFFERING Amazing Grace William Walker

arr. Kurt Westerberg
Nicholas Marotta, mezzo-soprano; Diane Mues, viola

OFFERING PRAYER

PM:  Let us pray.
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

All:  Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:  Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of
the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.
He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom you
take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands
in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break
the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his
covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks that
you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you
through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
All:  Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE

P: Heaven has come near. Come share in the feast!
. DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
o ‘ 0 . ; ol 2 i 0 We will commune one side of the church at a time. Please core
'O ] L " o Jforward to receive the bread first. Gluten free wafers are available.
' [ ] ' You may choose a cup of red wine or white grape juice.
’ Move to the side eat and drink.
Place your empty cup in the tray provided.

All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be offered

commmunion unless otherwise indicated by parents. The wine is red and grape juice is white.

Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD

0 ; |
)4 —— T I Y | | ] T
V4N | s | | — I | 1 | dl A]L\{ r ]I
% i T g -
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
0] ; ;
A — et . p——t—1 i — 1 ] I
%ﬁj % . f‘jd__d_k‘bj;_%z
— ¢
mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
0 p— . —
,LV I 1 | | | | | —]
{— i e e A ™ S S——""
A\IV 1 bt I b 1 1 —
J < T —
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a -
0]
l — T o— .
Ge—F—2— —— —
J - & e ¢ 7 d
way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Lord 1et My Heart Be Good Soil ELW 512
Please stand as you are able.
TABLE BLESSING
P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind, and your

body to heal your wounds and, through your healing to all the earth. In Jesus’ name,
All: Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

PM: Let us pray.
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance
of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have

shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
All: Amen.

SENDING

Please be seated for the announcements.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly is invited to stand.
SENDING BLESSING
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 7 one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
All: Amen.
SENDING HYMN Send Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547
DISMISSAL

PM: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
All: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Variations from Organ Concerto in G G.F. Handel

THANK YOU

To our musicians: Nicholas Marotta, mezzo-soprano and Diane Mues, viola.
To Kris Westerberg for donating altar flowers to beautify the sanctuary.
To David Foster & Melissa Wynne for hosting coffee fellowship.

PRAYER REQUESTS
For Joan Brandt.
For Jan Rock, as she recovers from stenoses.
For Bill Kastilahn, recovering from eye interaction with medication.
For the Bondrow family, as they mourn the death of David Bondrow
For the family of Harvey Wolf, as they mourn the death of Harvey’s mother, Iris Mae.

To donate via Zelle, aim your device’s camera at the
code on the left, click on the link and follow the
al instructions. Or you can go to your bank’s website,

“office(@stpaulevanston.org.”




