
Reformation Sunday 
Grace, Immanuel, St. John’s, St. Paul’s, St. Timothy’s 

October 26, 2025, 10:30am 

  

Welcome to Grace We are glad you have joined us! The asterisk * signifies times when we rise in 
body or spirit as a sign of respect and posture for interceding with God. 

Land Acknowledgement 	 	               Pastor Luke Harris-Ferree (they/he), Grace 
As we gather on the ancestral lands of the Myaamia, Ho-Chunk, Potawatomi, Kickapoo, 
Peoria and Oceti Sakowin peoples, let us pray that Christ’s grace and peace will be with us, 
with thankful and respectful hearts we pray in Your Name, Your son the Peacemaker and the 
Sacred Spirit. Amen.   

Centering Time     Aria (from the Goldberg Variations)     J. S. Bach arr. F. Sarudiansky 
violin: Nura Aly (she/her), Grace 

viola: Diane Mues (she/her), St. Paul's 
cello: Vicki Mayne (she/her), Grace 

A moment of silence is kept 

•Affirming 
•Courageous  
•Caring



Psalm 46: 1, 2, 7 	         
God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Confession and Forgiveness*	    	                 Vicar Alex Linn (he/him), St. Timothy’s	   
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 
makes our joy complete. Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to 
follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are 
afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and 
your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, 
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s 
compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.        
In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. Amen. 
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Processional Song*	 	    A Mighty Fortress	 	              Red book #505 
	 	         Organ: Christine Kraemer (she/her), Immanuel 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Frederick H. Hedge, 1805-1890, alt.; Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther; Text ©2006 Augsburg Fortress 
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Greeting*	 	 	 	                Vicar Alex Linn (he/him), St. Timothy’s	 
Pastor:    The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 	 	 	   
	    and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People:  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day*   	 	 	                Vicar Alex Linn (he/him), St. Timothy’s	 
‘Let us pray’ is spoken in the native languages that represent our congregation 
Pastor:		 Oremos  / Let us pray… 
	 	 Spanish  / English 

Sunday School Begins  	 	 	 	       Liz Laughlin (she/her), Grace 
This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 31:31-34, bible p. 642         David Brunn (he/him), St. John’s 
Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading:  Romans 3:19-28, bible p. 915      Kit McCarthy (she/her), Immanuel 
Reader:	 The Word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation*		 	 	 	         	          	  Red book #169 
Organ: Michael Stutzman (he/him), Grace 

Music: Bob Moore, b. 1962; Music ©2006 Augsburg Fortress 
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Reader:     This is the Holy Gospel according to John the 8th chapter. 
People:     Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel:  John 8:31-36, bible p. 871	           Pastor Matthew Holmes (he/him), St. Paul’s 

Pastor:       This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:      Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon	 	 	 	          Pastor Matthew Holmes (he/him), St. Paul’s 
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Song of the Day*    	  	 Soli Deo Gloria  	  	 	  Red book #878 
	 	 	 	 (Glory to God Alone)         

Verse 1: Combined choir; Verses 2 - 5: All 
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Affirmation of Faith*   The Apostles’ Creed     Pastor Mark Sloss (he/him), Immanuel 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.   

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 	 A. M.:     Reforming God,  
	 	 	 	 People:   Receive our prayer. 

Sharing the Peace of God* 	 	            Pastor Luke Harris-Ferree (they/he), Grace 
Pastor:		 The peace of God be with you always. 
People:	 And also with you. 

Song	 	 	 	 La Paz del Señor      	 	         	  Red book #646 
Piano: Jimmy Morehead (he/him), Immanuel 

La paz del Señor, la paz del Señor, la paz del Resucitado: 
la paz del Señor a ti y a mí, a todos alcanzará. 

The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord, the peace of the Risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord is for you and for me, and also for all of God's children. 

Gathering of Gifts  Thank you for your generosity. All cash gifts will be given to Sumud, 
the ELCA Churches’ response to occupation and injustice in Palestine and Israel. 

Offertory	    	 Umoja Tunaimba (United We Stand)       Victor C. Johnson 
Combined Choir; Percussion: Gerald Daye (he/him), Grace;  

Piano: Jimmy Morehead (he/him), Immanuel 
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Offertory Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving* 		 	            Pastor Luke Harris-Ferree (they/he), Grace 

Pastor: 		 God be with you.  
People: 	 And also with you.  
Pastor: 		 Lift up your hearts.  
People: 	 We lift them to God.  
Pastor: 		 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
People: 	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Eucharistic Prayer*  	 	 	            
  
Holy, Holy*	 	 	 	  	         	 	   	           Setting 1 

Words of Institution*  
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The Lord’s Prayer* 
Pastor:	 Let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many languages, images, and traditions  
	  by which we have been blessed: 
	  Our Mother and Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 		  
	  come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 	 	  
	  bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of God*  	 	 	 	 	 	    	           Setting 1 

Pastor: These are the gifts of God for the People of God! People: Thanks be to God. 

Distribution of Communion 
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Communion Song       	 Here is Bread   	  	 	  Red book #483 
Piano: Kurt Westerberg (he/him), St. Paul’s 

Text and music: Graham Kendrick; Text and music ©1993 Make Way Music, admin. Integrity Music, Inc. 
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Communion Song       	  Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup   	  Red book #492 
Piano: Kurt Westerberg (he/him), St. Paul’s 

Text: Jeremy Young, b. 1948, refrain; With One Voice, stanzas, based on Ps. 34; Music: STONERIDGE, Jeremy Young; 
Text & music ©1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

Post Communion Blessing & Post Communion Prayer*  	       

Announcements	 	  
	 	 	  
Farewell and Godspeed for the people of St. Timothy’s 

Benediction* 	 	 	 	   	       Pastor Mark Sloss (he/him), Immanuel 
Common Prayer: From Conflict to Communion. Lutheran--Catholic Common Commemoration of the 
Reformation in 2017 

Response: Thanks be to God! 
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Sending Song*     	     May the God of Hope Go With Us      Purple book #984 

Sending*      	 Leader:   Go in peace. Do not lose heart.   
	 	 People:   Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude	 	 	 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God      Emma Lou Diemer 
  Organ: Christine Kraemer (she/her), Immanuel 

After Worship—Please join for a shared coffee hour in the downstairs Parish Hall! 

Thank You to Today’s Leaders 

Preaching: Pastor Matthew Holmes 
Presiders: Pastor Luke Harris-Ferree,              
Vicar Alex Linn; Pastor Mark Sloss    
Music Director: Michael Stutzman 

Strings: Nura Aly, Vicki Mayne, Diane Mues  
Percussion: Gerald Daye 

Organ: Christine Kraemer 
Piano: Jimmy Morehead, Kurt Westerberg 

Livestream: Jeanine Brownell 
Assisting Minister: Rachel Stark Inch 
Lectors: David Brunn, Kit McCarthy 

Cantor: Amanda Straw 
Crucifer: Vicar Alex Linn 

Altar Care: Elizabeth Meadows,          
Elizabeth Van Nice 

Ushers: Patrick Brady, Aaron Van Nice 
Bread: Dave Utech 

Flowers: Dorothy Nagelbach 
Potluck Coffee Hour Lead: Elizabeth Van Nice 

Godly Play: Liz Laughlin 
Permission to reprint and stream the music in this service 

obtained from OneLicense lic.#A-714237 & CCLI 
#21852472/21852465. All rights reserved. 

Today & This Week at Grace 

Marie on Vacation thru 11/7 
For general needs, call the office or email 

Sally S (2sally4grace@gmail.com); please 
send all Gracenote submissions to Pr. Luke 

Wonderful Wednesday—Oct 29, 6pm    
Free weekly meal with Grace friends. 

Next Sunday: November 2, 2025, 11am 

All Saints Day   

Clocks change next Sunday: turn them 
back 1 hour and enjoy some extra sleep!  

Pr. Luke Harris-Ferree preaches, presides          
Texts: Ephesians 1:11-23; Luke 6:20-31  
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Prayers                 

In our prayers: (For healing, protection, or 
other needs) Barry Buck; Nancy VanBrundt;  
Bob Lamont; Chrissy B; Steve; our 
Community of Care Partners; for the 
unemployed and all struggling with financial 
pressures and anxieties; for those serving in 
our military, their families; for our enemies; 
for all suffering effects of extreme weather 
around the world. For David, brother of 
Soraida. 

We give thanks for the lives of: Elaine, 
friend of Janet Wright; Derisha, daughter 
of Larry Stiefvater; Bob, uncle of Janet 
Wright. We ask for comfort for all who 
mourn. 

The Grace Prayer Network: To join or send a 
prayer request, contact Connie Wood: 
847-869-2289, Mary Mrugalski, or 
prayergraceevanston@gmail.com 

Events and News 

Got Gracenote? Most event details are in 
our weekly email. Contact the office to 
receive Gracenote weekly. 

Online Directory Log in to Breeze, click 
on “People” for directory access. https://
graceevanston.breezechms.com/login 

Wonderful Wednesday Dinners Join at 6pm 
for a free meal & kids’ crafts. Free to all. 

Little Free Pantry Donate cash (note LFP) 
or food; see Gracenote for items needed. 

Calendar  

Oct 26	 Reformation Sunday, 10:30am 
	 Joint Worship at Grace 
	 Education Hour, 9:30am 
	 Coffee Hour Potluck post Worship 
	 Vision Keepers Event 
Oct 27	 Marie on Vacation thru Nov 7 
Oct 29 	Wonderful Wednesday, 6pm  
	 Council Meeting, 7pm 
Oct 30 	Men’s Breakfast at Le Peep, 8:30am 
Nov 1	 Indoor/Outdoor Cleanup, 9a-12p 
Nov 2	 Change Clocks!  
	 All Saints Worship, 11am 
	 Ofrenda Gathering, 10am 
Nov 6	 Women’s Group at Grace, 9:30am 
Nov 7	 Game/Pizza Night, 6pm 
Nov 9	 RSVP deadline for 11/15 Retreat 
Nov 15	 Belonging Retreat, 1-5pm 
Nov 16	 Crop Walk Grocery Card Sale 
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Reconciling in Christ Statement 

As the people of God at Grace Lutheran 
Church, Evanston, IL, we are called to be 

affirming, courageous and caring. We 
welcome ALL who hear God’s Word and 
experience God in their lives, including 
persons who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, & 

persons of all gender identities, expressions, 
and sexual orientations. We invite everyone 

to participate fully in worship, the 
sacraments, service, and leadership no 

matter one’s race, culture, ethnicity, age, 
physical or mental abilities, socioeconomic 

position, family structure, background, place 
on one’s faith journey or anything that divides 
us as God’s beloved children. We are committed 

to the work of anti-racism, social and 
economic justice, and environmental care.  

We strive to follow the invitation from Jesus 
to love one another in all that we say and do. 
You are made in the image of God and your 
identities are sacred in this place. There is a 
place for you here, you are welcome to come 
as your authentic self, named and claimed  

as a child of God. 

Grace Church Council 2025-6 

Peg Haar, Chair; Lynn Otte, Secretary;       
Mark Mathyer; Jesse Schimpff;            

Amanda Straw   dmh1727(at)gmail.com
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Grace Lutheran Church 
1430 South Blvd. Evanston IL. 60202 

847.475.2211  graceevanston.org 
facebook.com/graceevanston 

Pastor Luke Harris-Ferree 
office: churchoffice@graceevanston.org 

Pr. Luke: pastor@graceevanston.org 
Michael: music@graceevanston.org

http://www.graceevanston.org
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