COME GROW SERVE
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2006
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church!

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s
gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside
the still waters of our baptism. Fach Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and

war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation.

Words printed in bold are spoken by all.
Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate.

THIS SERVICE IS LIVE STREAMED. TELL YOUR FRIENDS!
GATHERING

WELCOME
PM: Welcome to those who are joining us online. Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s!

PRELUDE Adagio W. A. Mozart

The assembly is invited to stand.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

P:
All:

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for
the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks
for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed
are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us.
Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.




P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We
join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.

All:  Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy spirit be with
you all.

All:  And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 149
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A: Let us pray.
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All:  Amen.

The assembly is invited to be seated.

IWORD

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

42 The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers.

3 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. 4 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 4 they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. #¢ Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their

number those who were being saved.

Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23 (read together as congregation)

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with
oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of
the Lord for ever.

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:19-25
A reading from the First Letter of Peter.

191t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If
you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good
and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this you have been called, because
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22“He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

25When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he entrusted
himself to the one who judges justly. 2* He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having
died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. > For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.



Word of God. Word of Life.
All: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is invited to stand for the reading of the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 10:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to John.
All:  Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads
them out. + When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. > They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do
not know the voice of strangers.” ¢ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand
what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before
me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will
be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 19 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:  Praise to you, O Christ.



Please be seated.

SERMON Pr. Keith Fry

Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Ls ELW 502

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken wotld, let us pray for
the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

PM:  Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. Embolden
your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We
pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

A: Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct our hearts in
your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

PM: Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for human rights.
Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Merciful
God,

All:  receive our prayer.

A: Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or injured, especially
those on our prayer list and those we pray for either silently or aloud (pause). Restore them to health
of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

PM: Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a community
where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.
Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

A: Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your love. At our
end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God,

All:  receive our prayer.

PM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

All:  Amen.

PEACE

PM: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:  And also with you.

The assembly is invited to be seated.



MEAL

THE OFFERING An offering is gathered and the Table is set.

MUSICAL OFFERING My Shepherd, You Supply My Need Virgil Thomson

Rachel Blaustein, soprano; Nicholas Marotta, mezzo-soprano

OFFERING PRAYER

A:

Let us pray.

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before
us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the wotld you love. In the
name of Jesus,

All: Amen

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:  Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P:

All:

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of
the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom you
take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands
in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break
the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his
covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks that
you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine;
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you
through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:

All:

Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNE

P:

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

‘ 0 i i ol 2 a 0 We will commune one side of the church at a time. Please core
o ] L " o Jforward to receive the bread first. Gluten free wafers are available.
' [ ] ' You may choose a cup of red wine or white grape juice.

’ Move to the side eat and drink.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Place your empty cup in the tray provided.




All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be offered

communion unless otherwise indicated by parents. The wine is red and grape juice is white.

Please be seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN You Satisfy the Hungry Heart ELW 484
Please stand as you are able.

TABLE BLESSING

P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind, and your

body to heal your wounds and, through your healing to all the earth. In Jesus’ name,
All:  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Let us pray.
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the
nations. In the name of Jesus,

All:  Amen.
SENDING
Please be seated for the announcements.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly is invited to stand.
SENDING BLESSING

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the

Spitit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever.



All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN Christ Is Alve ELW 489

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE Aria Charles Peerson



THANK YOU

To our musicians: Trudy Nelson (subbing for Kurt), Rachel Blustein, soprano, Nicholas Marotta,
mezzo-soprano.

To Linda Nagatani for hosting coffee fellowship

To Penny McCreight for donating altar flowers to beautify our sanctuary and in celebration of her
family.

PRAYER REQUESTS

For Jan Rock, as she recovers from stenoses.

For Paul Lucci, friend of LuAnne Origer, awaiting biopsy results.

For Bill Kastilahn, recovering from eye interaction with medication.

For Eileen Walsh, DD’s lawyer, who donated a kidney last week.

For the Bondrow family, as they mourn the death of David Bondrow
(relative of DD).

To donate via Zelle, aim your device’s camera at the
code on the left, click on the link and follow the
3 instructions. Or you can go to your bank’s website,




WELCOME BACK
PASTOR KEITH FRY

We are thrilled to welcome back Pr. Keith Fry this month as our Pastoral Fellow for Eastertide
2026 (April 12th — May 17th). Pr. Keith has been a good friend of St. Paul’s for many years. He
served his Ministry in Context internship year with us back in 2006-2007, and was pastor a
couple of blocks away at Immanuel from 2015-2020, where he shared in joint Confirmation
classes and joint worship services with us over the years. More recently, Pr. Keith has been a
regular Pastoral Fellow, leading us in worship during Advent/Christmas 2023, Lent/Easter 2024,
and post-Easter 2025. It is a great joy to have him returning to us this year.

Pr. Keith recently retired from the ELCA churchwide organization, where he served since 2020
as the Executive for Office of the Secretary Administration, overseeing the nationwide rosters of
ELCA ministers and congregations, congregation statistics, official documentation for the
Churchwide Assembly, Church Council, and Conference of Bishops, and the Archives of the
ELCA.

In retirement, Pr. Keith and his spouse, Tom Rowan, live with Archie the yellow Labrador, and
Edith the Cornish Rex cat, in the Chicago metro area and (for the colder months) southwestern

Florida.

He is a graduate of Northwestern University and of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago.






