
    

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2006 

Third Sunday of Easter 

 Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church! 

Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the 
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our 

hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and wine 
is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 

Words printed in bold are spoken by all.  
Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate. 

 

THIS SERVICE IS LIVE STREAMED. TELL YOUR FRIENDS!                                                                                 

GATHERING 

WELCOME                                                                                                                                                             
PM: Welcome to those who are joining us online. Welcome to worship at St. Paul’s! 

 
PRELUDE                                    That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright                       Thomas Gieschen 
 

The assembly is invited to stand. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 
All: Amen. 
 
P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks 

for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed 
are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
 

COME            GROW            SERVE 



P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We 

join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN        This Joyful Eastertide                 ELW 391  
 
GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE                   ELW p. 149 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A: Let us pray. 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes 
of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

.All: Amen. 
The assembly is invited to be seated. 

WORD 

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
A reading from Acts of the Apostles. 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 36 “Therefore let the entire 
house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 

  37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the 

Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, 

“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and 
that day about three thousand persons were added. 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 

 

 1 I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice, 
  and listened to my | supplication, 

 2 for the Lord has given | ear to me 
  whenev- | er I called. 

 3 The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me; 



  I came to | grief and sorrow. 

 4 Then I called upon the name | of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, | save my life.” R 

 12 How shall I re- | pay the Lord 
  for all the good things God has | done for me? 

 13 I will lift the cup | of salvation 
  and call on the name | of the Lord. 

 14 I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord 
  in the presence of | all God’s people. 

 15 Precious in your | sight, O Lord, 
  is the death | of your servants. 

 16 O Lord, truly I | am your servant; 
  I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds. 

 17 I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving 
  and call upon the name | of the Lord. R 

 18 I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord 
  in the presence of | all God’s people, 

 19 in the courts of | the Lord’s house, 
  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah!  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
A reading from the First Letter of Peter. 
 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s work, live in fear 

during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile conduct inherited from 

your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like 

that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was 

revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised 
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope are in God. 

  22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 

mutual affection, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable 
but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring Word of God. 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

The assembly is invited to stand for the reading of the Gospel. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW 172 

                          



                        

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 

They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 

only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He 
asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty 

in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over 

to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. 

Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of 

our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his body 
there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 

alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 

they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe 

all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and 

then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures. 

  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But 
they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” 

So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 

it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from 

their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 

the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The 

Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
 



The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON     Pr. Keith Fry 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                     Day of Arising                                                    ELW 374     

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
PM: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for 

the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 

 
PM: Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our journey of 

faith. Gather us at your table, that we may recognize you in the breaking of the bread. Merciful 
God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

A: Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being prepared for 
planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant harvest. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
PM: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. Where there 

is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. we pray especially for the conflict 
in the Middle east and the war in Ukraine. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

A: Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick, especially 
those on our prayer list and those we pray for either silently or aloud (pause). Strengthen the weary, 
give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

PM: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine love 
for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

A: Eternal Light, we give thanks for all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring us at 
last with them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 
 
PM: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



PEACE 
PM: The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                                                                  
All: And also with you. 

The assembly is invited to be seated. 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING An offering is gathered and the Table is set. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                                   Stay With Us             Walter Pelz 

Anne Humphrey, soprano; Nicholas Marotta, mezzo-soprano 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: Let us pray. 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before 
us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body 
and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the 
name of Jesus, 

All: Amen 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  

   



EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P:  We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of 
the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  

 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom you 
take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. He there took on our nature 
and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched out his hands 
in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you.  

 
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to break 
the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, to establish his 
covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you thanks that 
you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  

 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread and wine;  
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and glorify you 
through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.  

All:  Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
 deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNE 

P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 



 

All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be offered 
communion unless otherwise indicated by parents. The wine is red and grape juice is white. 

                                                               Please be seated. 

LAMB OF GOD   

    

 
COMMUNION HYMN                     Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus                                        ELW 501 

   Please stand as you are able. 

TABLE BLESSING 
P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach deep into your heart, your mind, and your 
 body to heal your wounds and, through your healing, may it reach to all the earth. In Jesus’ name, 
All: Amen.                                                                                                                                               

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Let us pray. 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 
nations. In the name of Jesus, 

All: Amen.                                                                                                                                               
 

 



SENDING 

Please be seated for the announcements. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The assembly is invited to stand.              

SENDING BLESSING            
P: Now may God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

SENDING HYMN                                       Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!                              ELW 377, v. 1-3 
    

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THANK YOU 

   To our musicians: Anne Humphrey, soprano; Nicholas Marotta, mezzo-soprano. 
   To Carol Garrett for hosting coffee fellowship. 
   To Diane Mues for donating altar flowers to beautify our sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

                             
                             For Jan Rock, as she recovers from stenoses. 
                             For Paul Lucci, friend of LuAnne Origer, awaiting biopsy results. 
                             For Bill Kastilahn, recovering from eye interaction with medication. 
                             For Eileen Walsh, DD’s lawyer, who donated a kidney last week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 

We are thrilled to welcome back Pr. Keith Fry this month as our Pastoral Fellow for Eastertide 
2026 (April 12th – May 17th).  Pr. Keith has been a good friend of St. Paul’s for many years.  He 
served his Ministry in Context internship year with us back in 2006-2007, and was pastor a 
couple of blocks away at Immanuel from 2015-2020, where he shared in joint Confirmation 
classes and joint worship services with us over the years.  More recently, Pr. Keith has been a 
regular Pastoral Fellow, leading us in worship during Advent/Christmas 2023, Lent/Easter 2024, 
and post-Easter 2025. It is a great joy to have him returning to us this year.  
 
Pr. Keith recently retired from the ELCA churchwide organization, where he served since 2020 
as the Executive for Office of the Secretary Administration, overseeing the nationwide rosters of 
ELCA ministers and congregations, congregation statistics, official documentation for the 
Churchwide Assembly, Church Council, and  Conference of Bishops, and the Archives of the 
ELCA. 
 
In retirement, Pr. Keith  and his spouse, Tom Rowan, live with Archie the yellow Labrador, and 
Edith the Cornish Rex cat, in the Chicago metro area and (for the colder months) southwestern 
Florida.              
                                                     
He is a graduate of Northwestern University and of the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago. 
 


