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 Come Grow Serve 

Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church!   
 
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, 2015 
On June 17, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, 
DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra 
Thompson were murdered by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible study and 
prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Simmons were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary.  
A resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance for the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine was 
adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America on August 8, 2019. 
Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged reaffirm their commitment to repenting of the sins of racism and 
white supremacy which continue to plague this church, to venerate the martyrdom of the Emanuel Nine, and to 
mark this day of penitence with study and prayer. 
the truth, we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love with the world.  

Words printed in bold are spoken by all. Visitors are invited to sign the guest registry in the Narthex or fill 
out a pew card and place it in the offering plate. 

ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2021 

COMMEMORATION AND DAY OF REPENTANCE OF THE EMANUEL 9  

WELCOME           
GATHERING 

PRELUDE Feelin’ Good 

Leslie Bricusse and  
Anthony Newley; arr. by the 

performers after the 
recording by Nina Simone 

Diane Mues, viola 

LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE OF THE EMANUEL 9 &  
CONFESSION OF THE SIN OF RACISM IN THE CHURCH 

A bell is rung 10 times: once for each person who died and once for those who survived. 
 
We join with Mother Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in remembering the slain nine—the 
Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney, the Rev. Daniel Lee Simmons, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, the Rev. 
Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, the Rev. Myra Singleton Quarles Thompson, Tywanza Kibwe Diop 
Sanders, the Rev. DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Susie Jackson, and 
Ethel Lee Lance—and those who survived.  
We remember.  

P: Pastor        A: Assisting Minister 
Bold print: Congregation 

Birds flying high, you know how I feel 
Sun in the sky, you know how I feel 
Breeze drifting by, you know how I feel 
It's a new dawn, it's a new day, it's a new life for me, 
and I'm feeling good 
 
Fish in the sea, you know how I feel 
River running free, you know how I feel 
Blossom on the tree, you know how I feel 
It's a new dawn, it's a new day, it's a new life for me, 
and I'm feeling good 
 
 
 

Dragon fly out in the sun, you know what I mean 
Butterflies all havin' fun, you know what I mean 
Sleep in peace when day is done, that's what I mean 
And this old world is a new world and a bold world 
for me 
 
Stars when you shine, you know how I feel 
Scent of the pine, you know how I feel 
Freedom is mine, and I know how I feel 
 
It's a new dawn, it's a new day, it's a new life for me, 
and I'm feeling good 



2  

 

GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be with you all.  
All: And also with you. 

ELW 721  GATHERING HYMN     Goodness is Stronger Than Evil 

We remember that they lovingly welcomed the stranger into a Wednesday-night bible study—they sang, they 
prayed, they gathered to study the word of God.  
We remember.  
 
We pray for the continual presence of God’s peace; may it comfort and surround the families of the nine 
who were slain.   
We remember.  
 
We pray for the African Methodist Episcopal Church, its senior bishop and episcopal leaders, the community 
of Charleston, and all who continue to grieve—trusting that God will continue to unite us in the work to end 
racism and white supremacy, so that we may be witnesses of Christian unity.  
We remember.  
 
We remember the unarmed innocent black lives lost at the hands of those with more power either from 
either position or their whiteness: Emmett Till, Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Laquan McDonald, Sandra 
Bland, Sean Bell, Philando Castile, Alton Sterling, Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, Tamir Rice, Ahmaud 
Arbery, Atatiana Jefferson, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Daunte Wright, and many others, known and 
unknown.  
We remember.  
 
As church, we confess the sin of racism and condemn racist rhetoric and the ideology of white supremacy. 
God, have mercy.  
God, have mercy. 
 
As church, we confess, repent, and repudiate the times when this church has been silent in the face of racial 
injustice. God, have mercy.  
God, have mercy. 
 
We acknowledge that racism is deeply ingrained within the ELCA, a predominantly white church, as it is in 
so many other institutions. It is deeply embedded within the individual congregations whose members 
continue to foster stereotypes and support polices that actively hurt people of color. We repent the ways in 
which our institution has not supported leaders of color in the call process and hiring practices. God, have 
mercy.  
God, have mercy. 
 
The sin of racism separates us from one another. Though we trust that we are reconciled to God through 
Christ’s death and resurrection, we seek such life-giving reconciliation with one another. As we repent, let us 
not turn back to ideologies that promote white supremacy. We trust that God can make all things new. God, 
have mercy on us. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth to the world. 
 Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to proclaim your gospel, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
 

The assembly is invited to be seated 

word 

FIRST READING:  2 CORINTHIANS 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 
 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. 
 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 
from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim 
to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known 
to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves 
to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those 
who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 
we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced 
that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no 
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  
Word of God. Word of Life. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW 172 
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SERMON Pastor Pam Voves 

HYMN OF THE DAY Amazing Grace ELW 779 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

 Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the good news of 
 your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer 
 

 Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil to 
 the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. Lord, in 
 your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer 
 

 Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability to regard those 
 under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. Lord, in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer 
 

 Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on you, 
 especially those we name now aloud or in our hearts. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in 
 cycles of poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer 
 

 Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for Dr. Kurt 
 Westerberg and all those who share their gift of music in worship at St. Paul's. We dedicate to you the 
 joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, 
 and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
All: hear our prayer 
 

 We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
All: Amen. 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces 
of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once 
he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 
it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on 
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak 
to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.       
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The assembly may be seated. 
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 THE PEACE 
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
All: And also with you.  
 

The assembly may be seated. 
 

THE OFFERING                        

THE OFFERING PRAYER 
A:  Jesus, Bread of life, 
 as you broke bread with the disciples on the shore, meet us now in this meal. Nourish us to follow 
 you, using our gifts to feed the hungry and tend the weary, and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                        
P:  The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Together as one body, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
 earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we for
 give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy . . . . we praise your name. 

MEAL 
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We will receive Holy Communion at the same time. As the pastor says, “The Body of Christ for you.”  
“The Blood of Christ for you.” you may respond with “Amen.”  

COMMUNION HYMN I Wish I Knew How It Would Feel to be Free  Piano solo 

The assembly is invited to stand. 

 
TABLE  BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All: Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A:  Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of life, 
 we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this 
 meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen 
 

 
 

The assembly may be seated. 

COMMUNION HYMN All Creation Sings 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The gifts of God for the People of God 
All: Thanks be to God! 

 

The assembly may be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
All are welcome at Christ’s Table. We believe Jesus is the host and the gifts of God are for everyone. Children will be 
offered communion unless otherwise indicated by parents. Specific instructions will be given by the pastor at the time 
of communion. The wine is red and the grape juice is white. Gluten free wafers are available.  
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SENDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The assembly is invited to stand. 

 

 

SENDING BLESSING 
P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

SENDING SONG Sent Forth By God's Blessing ELW 547  

POSTLUDE I've Just Come From the Fountain (His Name's So Sweet)  

Dr. Kurt Westerberg 

arr. Robert Hobby 

DISMISSAL 
P:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!  
All: Thanks be to God! 
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