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Welcome to Worship January 10, 2021 

Baptism of Our Lord 

 

 

Prelude – Dietrich Buxtehude: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

 

Welcome/Prayer Requests 

 

P: Greeting 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgiving for the Gift of Baptism 

In our baptism we reject sin and the powers that defy God and defy God’s vision of 

love for all creation. We step into a new beginning, embracing God’s work of 

transformation – from death to life. On this day when things feel so broken, I invite 

you to remember your baptism, give thanks to God and affirm your vocation as 

part of the Body of Christ. 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and 

death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized 

in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 

God’s mission for the life of the world. 
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The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  

 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of 

sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

As a remembrance of their own baptism, individuals mark the sign of the cross on 

their forehead.  

Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works 

and glorify your Father in heaven. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn – O Living Breath of God 

 

A: Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray: 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 

waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 

follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen 
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L: First Reading – Genesis 1:1-5 

A reading from Genesis 

 

  1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Second Reading - “The Creation” by James Weldon Johnson 

 

A reading from a poem by James Weldon Johnson. 

This is from “The Creation” – Day One 

And God stepped out on space, 

And he looked around and said: 

I’m lonely – 

I’ll make a world. 

And as far as the eye of God could see 

Darkness covered everything. 

Blacker than a hundred midnights 

Down in a cypress swamp. 

Then God smiled, 

And the light broke, 

and the darkness rolled up on one side, 

And the light stood shining on the other, 

And God said: That’s good! 

 

P: Gospel – Mark 1:1-11 

The Gospel according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

 who will prepare your way; 

 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

 make his paths straight,'" 

 

4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel's hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

"The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;  

I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized 

you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11
And a voice came from 

heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Pam Voves 

 

Moment of Quiet Reflection 

 

 

P: Prayer for our spirit 

O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  

Where anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  

Where impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and 

resistance.  

Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.  

Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened 

dreams.  

All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 
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A: Prayers 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us pray for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that 

God’s goodness is revealed through creation, 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For our nation and its leaders, that God instill a sense of humility and service, a 

willingness to work that results in a just society and wisdom to know when the 

truth must be spoken for the good of our democracy,  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who 

show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who 

suffer especially those we name now silently or aloud…(pause).  We pray for all 

who are affected by COVID-19 and those who care for them. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 

one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

P: Offering  

O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

Amen. 

 

P: Peace 

The Peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Announcements 

Annual Congregational Meeting – February 7 @ 11:15am ZOOM 

 

 

P: Prayer of Thanksgiving for the Body of Christ 

Let us pray: 

O God of all, with wonderful diversity of languages and cultures you created all 

people in your image. Open our hearts and our eyes, that we may see your face in 

the face of people around the world; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 

Together, as one body, we pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

P: Blessing 

God the creator strengthen you; 

Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

 

A: Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Sending Hymn - Baptized and Set Free 


