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Newsletter March 2021 

 
Siblings in Christ, 

As we come up on a year of the COVID-19 pandemic I find myself reflecting on the last year. It is impossible 

to overstate how much we have lost this past year, from small simple moments we took for granted to the big 

traditions that had to be set aside as a way to care for our neighbors. Many have lost their jobs and the rift 

between the rich and poor has grown even wider. Over 500,000 people have died from 

COVID-19 in our country. This past year is not a year that we will quickly forget and 

we will be carrying pandemic grief for some time.  

 

Yet in the midst of the pandemic we haven’t missed a single Sunday of worship. Some 

of our Sunday school classes and studies have found new ways to gather. We have fed 

and lifted up our neighbors. We have supported each other from afar in the midst of 

death and grief, celebrated new births and personal milestones. We have worshiped on 

Facebook, ZOOM, Youtube, in driveways and on lawns.  

 

Together we have kept Yadkinville United Methodist Church a vibrant community 

dedicated to the work and will of Jesus Christ. We have shown through word and 

action our care of the community and each other.  

 

This last year is not one we are likely to ever forget, and we will carry its marks with us for a long time. As 

vaccine distribution continues to ramp up and the spring and summer help drive infection rates down, we have 

much to rejoice in and celebrate. As our excitement builds, I would encourage us to find our breath.  

 

Let us pray for those whose lives have been permanently upended because of this pandemic. Let us breath out 

the anxiety and worry we have been carrying. Let us pray for compassion, both for ourselves and each other. 

 

While we have a ways to go yet, may we offer thanks to God for the moment now. Let us offer thanks and ask 

for blessings on those public health officials, medical staff, and scientists who have worked tirelessly to deliver 

advice, guidance, medicine, care, and vaccines to us… often in the face of malicious opposition. Let us grieve 

what we have lost, and mourn those who we will not see again in this life. Let us set ourselves once more to the 

task of being a disciple of the risen Lord. May we remember that we are never alone. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Jonathan 
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Regarding Return to In-Person Worship:  Here is a quick update following the Governor's 

issuance of a new executive order re: COVID-19 this week. This week's order is more permissive around 

gathering for in-person worship and sets guidelines for gathering sizes and other requirements. The conference 

has echoed those sentiments in their own guidance. The new guidance is pinned to the county alert system that 

the Department of Health and Human Services releases and only applies if the county is listed as a color other 

than red (meaning critical spread). Yadkin county is currently listed as orange (substantial spread), so as long as 

this trend holds, the new guidelines apply to us. 

 

State Level orders, the conference's recommendations and the level of spread in our community are all 

information that we use to inform our decisions at YUMC. Administrative Council is meeting on March 11th 

and we expect to make a decision about when/how we return to in-person worship at that time. Over the next 

two weeks, I call on each and every one of us to pray and take action that keeps Yadkin County away 

from red and moving towards yellow! This means regular hand washing, faithful mask wearing, and 

continued social distancing. 
 

I am encouraged by the case numbers in our county and the stories I hear from you all about getting vaccinated. 

The best analogy I can come up with for where is a football player who makes a breakaway play and has a clear 

shot at the end zone...only to begin celebrating too early by spiking the ball at the 1 yard line. We are closing in 

on a new chapter in the pandemic, let's see it through! 

 

As we prepare for this may we all keep in mind that there are still several variables we will need to juggle going 

forward including the uncertainty created by the proliferation of various COVID-19 variants. When we do 

return to in-person worship we will have guidance for what that will look like and what virus metrics would 

bring us back to virtual only. When we do transition to in-person worship we will continue to offer the same 

virtual experience we have currently. 

 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Jonathan  

 

The Psalms for each Sunday in March are: 

 
March 7 - Psalm 19 
March 14 - Psalm 107:1-3; 17-22 
March 21 - Psalm 51 
March 28 - (Palm Sunday) Psalm 31:9-16 
 
 
 

Prayer Concerns: 

Church Family: Helen Roseberry, James Roseberry, Patty Choplin, Dustin Spencer, 

Barbara White, Rachel Brandon, Donna Bowman, Royce & Patti Ragan, Dot Gish, Barbara 

Stephenson, Tony Macemore, Gerald Messer, Kenneth Baity, Linda Baity, Betty Boyette, 

Ginny Taylor, Gerri Reynolds, Bill Silvernale, Edith Davis family, Shannon 

Dodson, and Julia Norman. 

 

Friends and Family: Albert Brown, Danny Culpepper, Sean Bitting, Joy Prim, Chris 

Riddle, Kevin Lineberry, Matt Imes, Nell Norman, Una Graham, and Ron West. 
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Edith Holcomb Davis 
September 26, 1932 – February 23, 2021 

 

 

 

 

Missional Network Lenten Service Wednesdays at Noon:  The Missional Network 

worship and study through Lent continues until March 24th from 12-12:30. We will have a time of worship and 

study around the book Savior by Magrey deVega. You do not need to have the book to participate. The services 

will take place via ZOOM. 

 Click here to join by computer/tablet/smart phone 

 Join by Phone: +1(301)715-8592  

 Meetings ID: 846 2913 4352 

 Password: Yadkin 

 Also Recorded/ Posted on the Church YouTube channel 

 

 

 
 
  

United Methodist Women: I would like to thank Marcia and Valerie, between the 

three of us we were able to make goodies to give to the staff of the Bethlehem Center. 

I will take them early in March.   

 

Stay safe,  

Sandy Steele, President 

 

 

Trustees:  We will have a work day or two in late March for the Church grounds and the Parsonage. Once 

the dates are decided, we will get out the information. 

Please let a Trustee know if you see or want something done or improved. 
 

Virgil Dodson, Chairperson 

 

 
 

 

https://yadkinvilleumc.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=83b4476b945f91b0d8767e652&id=38c5cf2fa5&e=7c4db757bd
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Those Serving You 

 

Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Pastor, pastor@yadkinvilleumc.org, 336-679-2243 

Dr. James Sheek, Choir Director, jamessheek@triad.rr.com 

Charlene Zachary, Pianist/Organist 

Bobbi Reavis, Church Office Administrator Assistant, bobbi@yadkinvilleumc.org 

 

204 West Main Street, PO Box 25, Yadkinville, NC  27055, Website: www.yadkinvilleumc.org,   

Church Office: 336-679-2243, Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays. 

 

Copies of the Newsletter are available in the Commons and it is on our website:  

www.yadkinvilleumc.org.  
 

News is due to mildredcarter80@gmail.com or 336-679-8034 by the 25th of each month. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement:  Offering care and hope through living,   
learning, and loving God and each other. 


