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Newsletter July 2021 
 

Siblings in Christ,  

 

As we continue to turn to a new page of this ongoing pandemic I thank you for your ongoing grace and 

understanding as we have moved into in-person worship opportunities. I hesitate to call it a re-opening, because 

while we haven’t been meeting in person, we have continued faithful praise and 

worship of Jesus Christ through virtual gatherings. I am reminded that while we 

are moving in the right direction, the pandemic is not yet over. With the 

emergence of the Delta Variant and other variants, we should remain focused and 

flexible. 

That said we are at a point in the pandemic where we are able to return to 

something we haven’t been able to do since March 2020… planning & imagining 

the future. God is certainly opening doors for us in this season! 

For the past 8 months a small group of folks has been working with the 

NC Rural Center in a program called CONNECT. The program is designed help 

churches evaluate assets and figure out how they can address real needs in their 

community. The program comes with a one-time grant to start or revitalize a 

ministry. YUMC is one of the centers of this community, and we want to 

capitalize on that by bringing folks together and open doors in the community. Our proposal calls for forming 

that space where people can come and get connected to the community stakeholder that can best help and get 

them the resources they need without barriers like childcare, transportation, or language. Our first step will be 

monthly meals where all of this can happen. We are waiting for the grant committee to review our proposal, and 

hopefully begin these meals in the fall. Please be in prayer for this opportunity to serve and connect people in 

our community. 

Another exciting opportunity kind of fell into our laps, the YMCA and Shore Community Grants for 

Yadkin County have teamed up to try to tackle at least a part of the childcare shortage in Yadkin County. Their 

first thing to figure out is where they could actually establish a Childcare Facility. Yadkinville UMC Member 

and YMCA Board Member Oz Prim told the YMCA Director that Yadkinville UMC might be a possibility. We 

are now 2 weeks into that conversation where the YMCA would run a daycare program out of our facility. It 

looks like the state is about to open up a whole chunk of COVID money to help start up daycares across the 

state. Be in prayer that the Holy Spirit would be at work in us and Yadkin County to meet this very real need. 

When Henry was born we were lucky to get Henry off a waitlist and into daycare only 4 months after we 

needed it … I think in part because some of our church members badgered a daycare director. We also had 

Henry on another daycare waitlist, he was on their waitlist for almost a whole year before they called us. So the 

need for childcare in our county is very real. 

All of that to say right now God is opening a lot of doors, we don’t have to see everything beyond that 

door… we just need the faith to take the next step trusting God is already there. 
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This is Mildred Carter’s last issue of the Grapevine. Thank you Mildred for all of your hard work 

keeping us informed and up to date with the things going on in the Church! If you would like to help put 

together The Grapevine Newsletter, please reach out to me. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Jonathan 
  

Prayer Concerns: 

Church Family: Helen Roseberry, James Roseberry, Patty Choplin, Dustin Spencer, 

Barbara White, Rachel Brandon, Allen Brandon, Donna Bowman, Royce & Patti Ragan, 

Dot Gish, Barbara Stephenson, Tony Macemore, Gerald Messer, Kenneth Baity, Linda 

Baity, Betty Boyette, Everette Hartzog, and Gerri Reynolds.  

 

Friends and Family: Albert Brown, Danny Culpepper family, Janet 

Culpepper, Sean Bitting, Joy Prim (missionary), Chris Riddle, Wayne 

Ray, Katie Cloninger, Douglas Ponder, Marty Ross, CJ Tuttle, Ron West, Kenny Davis, 

William Trivette, David Hess, and Sylvia Allen.. 

 

The Psalms for each Sunday in July are: 

 
July 4  - Psalm 48 
July 11 - Psalm 24 
July 18 - Psalm 89:20-37 
July 25 - Psalm 14 
 

 

 
 

Church Council:  The church council is exploring the concept of Simplified Accountable Structure or 

SAS for our church.  You may recall several years ago when Chris Hughes was interested in leading us toward 

this condensed method of committees within our church leadership.   Jonathan, with the help of Randy 

Blanchard, is helping us learn even more about SAS.  Randy is the district’s Vitality Coordinator and has met 

with the church council several times over the last few months with more meetings planned in the near future.    

The church council is in prayer for what God’s will is for our church moving forward.  Please join us in prayer 

as we seek to make disciplines of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world and especially our 

community. 

 

Marty Driver, Chairperson 

 

Children’s Ministry:  The Children’s Ministry is considering returning to in-person Sunday School. A 

meeting will be scheduled for interested parents, grandparents, etc., with Sunday School personnel. If you are 

interested or know someone that is, please call me at 843-685-5152 or email at beachscrapper1@yahoo.com. 

 

Thanks, 

Lynn Winters, Chairperson 

mailto:beachscrapper1@yahoo.com
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United Methodist Women: Mission U will be held July 15th to July 18th via 

Zoom.  Our Social Action Gathering will be at the church on July 20th at 7:00 p.m.  All are 

welcome.  Come and bring a friend!   

I will be stepping down as President and Gingi Parker will complete my term of 

office.  I will be leaving Yadkinville the first of August.  I plan to spend a few months visiting with Wendy and 

her family in Ohio, after that who knows.  I have enjoyed our church family, and will miss all of you.   
 

Peace and Love, 

Sandy 

 

UMW Reading Program: Marcia Downey, Program Resources Coordinator, has checked with the Public 

Library and discovered some of the books we need are there for us to check out and read. 

Leader Development Category:   

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly & William Collins  

Becoming by Michelle Obama 

The Moment of Lift by Melinda Gates 

Nurturing for Community Category: 

Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 
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Trustees:  Since we 

are using the Church 

facilities again, there 

are some a/c issues (it 

didn’t help that a snake 

shorted out a 

transformer) and light 

issues. If you see any 

issues, let the Trustees 

or Bobbi know.  

Thanks to all 

who helped with the 

parsonage clean up 

(see photo). We will let 

you know when we 

have another clean up.  

 

Virgil Dodson, 

Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NETworKs Yoga in the Courtyard 
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Blessing of the Garden (in the rain) 
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Those Serving You 

 

Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Pastor, pastor@yadkinvilleumc.org, 336-679-2243 

Dr. James Sheek, Choir Director, jamessheek@triad.rr.com 

Charlene Zachary, Pianist/Organist 

Bobbi Reavis, Church Office Administrator Assistant, bobbi@yadkinvilleumc.org 

 

204 West Main Street, PO Box 25, Yadkinville, NC  27055, Website: www.yadkinvilleumc.org,   

Church Office: 336-679-2243, Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays. 

 

Copies of the Newsletter are available in the Commons and it is on our website:  

www.yadkinvilleumc.org.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mission Statement:  Offering care and hope through living,   
learning, and loving God and each other. 


