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Newsletter January 2021 
 

Friends in Christ, 
 

Hopefully you haven’t missed the announcements that we will be spending all of 2021 wrestling with, 

resting in, and praying the Psalms. In my own prayer life returning to the Psalter I have found a depth and 

power in the Psalms. Old Testament scholar Brent Strawn says that the Psalms 

contain an “intense honesty,” it is that honesty that can drive a fuller connection to 

God and clarity to our lives.  
 

  The Psalter is the first prayer book of the Church and is the most quoted book 

from the Hebrew Bible by the New Testament authors (Isaiah and Deuteronomy 

round out the top three). The Psalms teach us how to worship, praise, and offer 

thanksgiving. For those moments when we are in the depths of despair and cannot 

find the words to cry out, the Psalms can give us those words for our lament. The 

Psalms also teach us to curse, to such an extent that Brent Strawn says the psalms 

“can run as close to blasphemy as one can imagine within the context of prayer.”  
 

Over the course of 2021, I hope that we will discover the richness of the Psalms, as have generations 

before us. There will be several ways to engage with the Psalms this year.  
 

The first is Sunday Worship, each sermon and service will center on a different Psalm.  
 

The second way to connect is with “The Yadkin Psalter.” This is a podcast that guides us through the 

prayer practice, Lectio Divina. Lectio Divina is a way of praying and listening for God through scripture. The 

Psalms lend themselves to the practice very nicely, since they are themselves, prayers. Each Monday I will 

release a new episode centered on the Psalm for the upcoming Sunday. I hope that you are able to put it into 

your own devotional rotation. You can find The Yadkin Psalter on the church website (yadkinvilleumc.org/the-

yadkin-psalter) or by searching “The Yadkin Psalter” on Apple Podcast/ iTunes or the app Pocket Cast (which 

you can download through the Google play store or the App store on iPhone). 
   

The third way to connect is that during the year we will have some different book studies around the 

Psalms. Look for more information later on in 2021. 
 

 As we begin 2021, I hope that a focus on the Psalms brings us to a real focus on scripture and prayer, 

two of our most powerful avenues when it comes to connecting with God in Christ and through the Holy Spirit.  

 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Jonathan 
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Prayer Concerns: 

Church Family: Helen Roseberry, James Roseberry, Patty Choplin, Dustin Spencer, 

Barbara White, Rachel Brandon, Donna Bowman, Royce & Patti Ragan, Edith Davis, Dot 

Gish, Barbara Stephenson, Mary Reavis, Tony Macemore, Gerald Messer, Kenneth Baity, 

Betty Boyette, Ginny Taylor, Gerri Reynolds, Cooky Weatherman, Dick Randleman, Eddie 

Norman, and Julia Norman. 

 

Friends and Family: Albert Brown, Jacob Shore, Marilyn Snow, Eidson Mulling, John 

Wooten, Julie Dalton, Dean Richardson, Lois Cheek, Danny Culpepper, Emma Swaim, 

Tom Alston, Renee White, Richard Byrd, Sean Bitting, Paul Eaton, Joy Prim, Chris Riddle, Carl Shore, Jr., 

Kevin Lineberry, Matt Imes, Janet Hutchens family, Avery Rayit family, Tim Downey family, and Clara 

Biswas (missionary). 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yadkin Christian Ministry: Thank you to Sandy Steele 

for delivering the Reverse Advent food to YCM! She delivered over 

400 pounds of food.  

Thanks also to volunteers who pick up food from Food Lion 

every Sunday morning and deliver to YCM: Jim & Marcia Downey, 

Mark Moran, Virgil & Dale Dodson, Sandy Steele, Rich Pizzuti, 

And thanks to Betty Williams who coordinates volunteers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to the covenant service:  John Wesley adapted what we know as the Wesleyan 

Covenant Service from an earlier service from Puritan Richard Alleine. He first introduced it in the Methodist 

Movement in 1755. While it has been adapted many times, this liturgy is taken from Wesley's 1780 version. 

The heart of the service is the covenant prayer, and invites us to refocus and realign our lives to Christ. I like to 

celebrate the service at the beginning of the year as a way to dedicate ourselves and the year to our relationship 

with Christ.  

The Book of Worship says "this covenant is serious and assumes adequate preparation for and continual 

response to the covenant." In order to help us prepare we are sharing the service widely this year. My hope is 

that you take time before and after worship on January 3rd to consider your life with Christ. How are you living 

into the covenant offered to us by Christ through the Holy Spirit? 
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United Methodist Women:  I want to share some dates for 2021 from Yadkin Valley District UMW.  

Realize that given a date and location, depending on the virus situation, some of these may have to be virtual. 

District Events: 

April 24th - Prayer Breakfast @ New Hope UMC in Winston-Salem 

June 6th - Annual Wear a Hat Bring a Hat Tea @ Fairgrove UMC in Thomasville from 2 to 4 p.m. 

August 14th - Annual Celebration @ Yadkinville UMC from 2 to 4 p.m. 

November 13
th

 - Leadership Development Day @ Pine Grove UMC in Winston-Salem 

 

Conference Events: 

June 11-13th - Spiritual Growth Retreat - By Zoom 

July 15th-18
th

 - Mission U by Zoom 

September 10-12th - Annual Celebration 

October 2-9th - Ubuntu Day of Service 

 

Start the New Year out right with the Reading Program. If you cannot get to the church to pick up books 

I will be happy to bring them to you. 

I want to wish everyone a safe and Happy New Year! 

Sandy Steele, President 

 

 

 

Trustees:  We have not had many functions at our Church in the past 9 months, but we have had some 

excess water usage (normally from running commodes) and a few roof leaks. If you see something that needs 

attention, please let someone know. The heat and A/C have been set for non-use conditions, so if you need to 

adjust the settings, please reset when you finish. 

The YUMC Trustee committee for 2021 is as follows: Adam Baity, Gene Branon, Steve Brown, Mark 

Diachenko, Virgil Dodson, Jim Downey, Marcia Downey, Everette Hartzog, Debby Hoots, Sharon McGrath, 

Harry Steelman, and Betty M. Williams. 

 

Virgil Dodson, Chairperson 

 

 

Camera System Needed:  The Trustees have determined that we need to upgrade the sanctuary 

camera system. A quote for this system is $6,223.00. Please consider a designated donation to fund this need. 

Mark any donations “camera system.” If you have questions, contact Virgil Dodson (336-961-6981) or Emmitte 

Winslow (336-679-8369). 

 

 

 

Youth Ministry:  Several of the youth got together one Friday evening earlier in December (observing 

social distancing and wearing masks and following Cooper’s most recent curfew laws!) to shop for Christmas 

gifts for several children and youth sponsored by YUMC this year. This was the first time the youth had been 

together in some time due to the pandemic. They accomplished a lot in a short amount of time and a great time 

was had by all!! 

 

Angie Whitley, Youth Coordinator 
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Those Serving You 

 

Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Pastor, pastor@yadkinvilleumc.org, 336-679-2243 

Dr. James Sheek, Choir Director, jamessheek@triad.rr.com 

Charlene Zachary, Pianist/Organist 

Bobbi Reavis, Church Office Administrator Assistant, bobbi@yadkinvilleumc.org 

 

204 West Main Street, PO Box 25, Yadkinville, NC  27055, Website: www.yadkinvilleumc.org,   

Church Office: 336-679-2243, Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays. 

 

Copies of the Newsletter are available in the Commons and it is on our website:  

www.yadkinvilleumc.org.  
 

News is due to mildredcarter80@gmail.com or 336-679-8034 by the 25th of each month. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mission Statement:  Offering care and hope through living,   
learning, and loving God and each other. 


