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Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ: 
 

Often I find myself reflecting on what people who don’t go to church or believe in God think of the Church and 

the people who make her up. I am often surprised by responses I get from folks who find out I am a pastor.  

 

In January, the early college started to use the Family Life Center for their Gym class. They have been 

wonderful! Every Tuesday and Thursday they take everything down and then 

set it all back up. A few weeks ago one of the glass plates got stuck to the 

bottom of a candle and fell off as it was being moved and broke. That same day 

one of the candles fell and busted. The gym teacher and the principle both 

came to me and Bobbi and profusely apologized, almost scared that we would 

be mad about a $1 plate and $2 candle. Bobbi and I both assured them that it 

was OK.  

 

If Bobbi and I had responded the way they thought we were going to, we 

would still be yelling and screaming as we cast weeping 9
th

 graders out into the 

bitter cold and outer darkness. Is the church about the outer darkness though? 

To my mind the world has enough darkness, hurt, and retribution. There are 

enough places in our community where you have to look, act, and dress a 

certain way to be welcomed. The church should be a place where God’s love is encountered, a place where 

people can know what it means to be loved and welcomed.  

 

I believe that YUMC is such a place, where people can come to know the grace filled welcome of Christ. A 

place where children can make noise in worship without fear of dirty looks or “invitations” not to return. A 

place where everyone can feel safe knowing that they are invited to come as they are into the presence of God. 

Let us continue to be a place of welcome. Let us continue to be a place that confounds the world’s expectations 

of who Christians are. Let us surprise hurt with healing, dark with light, and hate with love.  

 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Jonathan 

 

 

Pray UMC:  On Mondays we pray. United Methodists around the globe have covenanted to 

hold our denomination in prayer until the special called General Conference in 2019. You are 

invited to pray for General Conference delegates each Monday.  
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Prayer Concerns 
 

Church Family  
George Reavis, James Roseberry, Patty Choplin, Dustin Spencer, Wade & Barbara 

White, Donna Bowman, Royce Ragan, Edith Davis, Dot Gish, Barbara Stephenson, 

Mary Reavis, Randy Hughes, Tony Macemore, Gerald Messer, Oz Prim, Doug 

Tucker, Patti Ragan, Wayne Dixon, Kenneth Baity, Betty Boyette, Harry Steelman, 

Rachel Brandon. 
 

Friends and Family 

Albert & Audrey Brown, Martha Bodford family, Jacob Shore, Sherry Boyette, 

Stanley Todd, Marilyn Snow, Mardelle Retzloff, Janet Sawyer, Hayden Reavis, Melissa Stevens, Nellie Foster, 

Ken Gray, Eidson Mulling, Lindsey Lineberry, Lee Powe, Jamie Wooten, Vernon Gunnell, Ed Hartman, Wanda 

Burger, Kayla Reavis family, Jesse Colbertson, Don Tucker, Allison Valdepenas, Janet Vestal family, and Clara 

Biswas (missionary). 
 

 

Children's Ministry:   The Children's Ministry Committee met on 

Wednesday, January 23rd to discuss the upcoming holidays: Valentine's, Easter, 

Mother's and Father's Day as well as Vacation Bible School (VBS).  
  The Children's Sunday School Class will be making Valentine surprises on 

February 3rd and 10th. 

 VBS is scheduled for Friday June 21st-Sunday June 23rd. The theme for this year is Polar Blast. We will 

need volunteers in areas like art, music, science, physical activities, food, and snacks as well as Bible Study. 

Also, please save the following items: coffee creamer containers, any size, powder or liquid. Any brand is okay 

but especially Coffee Mate; styrofoam takeout boxes, and styrofoam packing pieces. 

 Please let me know if you know anyone with a snow cone machine. Thanks. 

Lynn Winters, Chairperson 
 

 

Funtimers:   The Funtimers will  have lunch on February 16 at Shiki's in Mocksville. We will 

leave the church at 11:00 a.m. Please let Helen Roseberry (336-679-2473) know if you plan to 

join us for lunch. 
 

 

Missions: The February mission emphasis is salary support for our missionary, Clara Biswas. All loose 

plate offerings will support this project. Clara is commissioned to Cambodia by the 

General Board of Global Ministries of the United Methodist Church. She works with 

Street Children Ministries to reach out to the children affected by extreme poverty in 

Phnom Penh.  What the ministry does is provide Education Programs in six focused 

areas: Daem Kor Village (Kien Kleang Orphanage), Dumpsite Community, Bording & 

Basac resettlement Community in New Phnom Penh, Boeng Kok UMC, and Street 

Children Orphanage (CLCA). They provide English, computer, art, sport & games, dance 

and music, & Sunday school classes; care for HIV/AIDS and sick patients.  There are many holiday and 

seasonal programs the children participate in and often perform gospel songs, drama, and dance when other 

UMC mission teams go to serve and visit.  Our prayers and generous gifts are a very important part in fulfilling 

Christ's great commission and Clara and the children are very thankful for Yadkinville UMC. See letter on next 

page. 

Gingi Parker, Chairperson 
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 Dear Friends, Greeting from Cambodia. On behalf of children and the community people (Street 
Children Ministry),  I am sending Christmas thank you letter to you. Please share with everybody. 
 We wish you merry Christmas and happy new year 2019. 
Clara. 

General Board of Global Ministries 
Street Children Ministry 
UMC, MMC Cambodia 

Merry Christmas 2018 
 

Dear Friends,    
 It’s Christmas time again. It is the happiest part of the year because we celebrate the birthday of the greatest 
gift God has given to prove His love for us. His name is Jesus. “ God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) We want to share this message 
to all the world.  That is why General Board of Global Ministries is sending missionaries all around the globe. And yes, we 
are in Cambodia through the Street Children Ministry. 
 The Street Children in Cambodia, together with their families have been enjoying the blessings of knowing Christ 
and had better life  towards more abundant life. Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it more 
abundantly. (John 10:10).   These children, youth and their families wish to  give back the love that you are sending by 
bringing you their best greetings for a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
 Jesus came to bring good news to the poor, give sight to the blind, mend the broken hearted, set the captives 
free and proclaim the reign of God. Yes, let us continue to bring this good news to the under-privileged children, 
HIV/AIDS patients, and the sick people of Cambodia, the poor who are receiving blessings through Methodist Ministry of 
Cambodia (MMC).  They are praising God together through their songs and dances in celebration for the birthday of 
Jesus. God’s grace through your love has sustained sufficiently.  
 We are now preparing for this great day, the annual celebration of Christmas.  Everyone is enthusiastic as seen 
in their eagerness to participate and cooperate with the staff not only in the preparation but also visiting the sick as the 
they support one another.  

 We, together with the staff are doing our best effort, time and 
energy to make every activity become a success. Activities like educational 
guided tours, Sunday school, visiting the orphanages and celebrating 
national festivities.  This is such a great privilege to be instruments to bring 
the Good News to these poor and marginalized children and their parents. It 
is a joy to watch them grow into mature and faithful Christians. They come 
responsible family members and citizens as they study and adopt social 
skills, vocational skills that guide them towards their goal in life. This is our 
ministry. 
 Thank you so much! You are indeed a blessing to these poor 
children and their families. You have become answers to their prayers.  

Miracles have happened in their lives.  May God’s blessings be multiplied as God showers his blessings upon you.  May 
these blessings flow from God’s children to all the people in need. Thank you for your prayers and love.  Our ministry 
could have not been possible without you.  
 To show their love and gratefulness, we attaching Christmas cards that have been sketched  by our children. 
Have the most blessed Christmas and Prosperous New Year!!! 
  . 
 
……………………. 
Clara M. Biswas 
Team Leader of Street Children Ministries, GBGM, UMC PO BOX 2493, Phnom Penh 3, Cambodia 
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United Methodist Women:  Information is below about the District Mission study. Let me know by 

February 17 if you plan to attend and I will send in all our reservations and money. Valerie Prim is in charge of 

this event. Please plan to attend and support her. A 150th Celebration will be held at the District Mission Study. 

Our UMW will have a special celebration also. 

 The United Methodist Women's Reading Program encourages members to think critically about current 

issues through an annual selection of member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your 

spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our mission work. The purpose of the program is to encourage 

United Methodist Women members to: 

 Expand understanding of and participation in God’s mission. 

 Increase sensitivity to all human beings—their needs, interests and concerns. 

 Encourage critical thinking about issues facing humanity today. 

 Grow in understanding of Scripture as it relates to Christian faith in contemporary 

life. 

 Strengthen involvement in local and global Christian mission. 

 We have an excellent selection of books in the Library. If you have any questions about the Reading 

Program, contact Marcia Downey, Secretary of Program Resources (336-849-8001). 
  

A Book Report by Gingi Parker:  Each year, UMW selects books for recommended reading. The library at 

YUMC  has shelves filled with books.  One book in our library is  "HALF THE SKY"  by Nicholos Kristof and 

Sheryl WuDunn. The title and theme of this non-fiction book is based on the Chinese proverb "Women hold up 

half the sky." Stories from Africa and Asia tell how women and girls  have struggled with severe financial, 

physical,  and cultural issues and how even a little help can transform their lives.   The authors help us see that 

the key to economic progress lies in unleashing women's potential.  Throughout much of the world, the greatest 

unexploited economic resource is the female half of the population. 
 

Circle Meetings: 
Giggles:  February 7, 6:30 p.m., home of Wannitta Brown 

Tuesday Night: February 19, 7:00 p.m., home of Wanda Doss 

Thursday Night:  February 21, 7:00 p.m., home of Gerri Reynolds 

 

Upcoming District & Conference Events 
District Mission Study, March 9, Pine Grove UMC, Winston-Salem, NC 

District Day Apart Memorial Service, April 6, New Hope UMC, Winston-Salem 

Spiritual Growth Retreat, June 13-15, Lake Junaluska 

Mission u, July 18-21, Pfeiffer University 

UMW Annual Celebration, September 13-15, Lake Junaluska  
 

The District Mission Study: "What about our Money: A Faith Response" 
March 9, 2019, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Pine Grove UM Church, 1130 Jonestown Road, Winston Salem, NC 

Hands on Project: Bethlehem Center  - Office Supplies 

Love Offering - Undesignated Giving 

Continental Breakfast provided 

Box Lunch $7.00 

 

Sandy Steele, President 
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Meal Packing Event:  On February 9, Yadkin Christian Ministries and the Yadkinville Rotary Club 

will be packing meals that will go to feed those in need. Volunteers are welcome to help pack 11,000 meals 

from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Yadkinville UMC. To register as a volunteer, call YCM at 336-677-3080. 

 

Trustees: The Trustees have discussed the following projects for early this year: 

 Spring chair repair and cleaning will be in March. 

 Will repair the front sidewalk. 

 Mulching will be done when the weather improves. 

 Pressure washing at the Church and Parsonage is needed and will be done in the spring. 

The Yadkin Early College is using the Family Life Center for Physical Education on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

When leaving the Church please check to make sure no water is running and temperatures are set to 58. If you 

see anything that needs attention, please let the office or a trustee know. 

Virgil Dodson, Chairperson 
 

 

Youth Ministries:   Youth Group meetings are held every other Sunday from 4:00 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. 

All youth grades 7th-12th are invited for games, fellowship, and study!  Youth Retreat to Mount Shepherd 

Retreat Center. The youth will leave Friday, March 15, and return Saturday, March 16, in the 

afternoon/evening. Right now that Friday is a planned workday for teachers that students have off, if it is 

rescheduled as a normal school day, we will leave after school. We will spend the night in a lodge at the camp, 

eat meals together, do the high ropes challenge course, spend free time in fellowship, and study together. To 

reserve a spot, please contact Pastor Jonathan to get a form and pay the $20 deposit. Members of the 

congregation are welcome to sponsor a youth in part or in whole ($100pp), so that all will be able to participate. 
 

Wednesday Night Meal & Study:  Beginning February 6, Pastor Jonathan will lead us in a study of 

"The Faith of a Mockingbird" by Matt Rawle. The books are available for purchase for $10. The study is based 

on the book "To Kill a Mockingbird" by Harper Lee. You may want to read/watch (or re-read/re-

watch) "To Kill a Mockingbird." The study is ongoing so you can participate even if you cannot 

attend every Wednesday.  

 The study begins at 6:00 p.m. and will finish by 7:00 p.m. A simple supper is provided at 5:30 

p.m. Donations for the meal are appreciated.  
 

Wednesday Night, February 13, will be a conversation around the upcoming Special Session of the 

General Conference in St. Louis, the Commission on A Way Forward, and sexuality in the UMC. We will be 

led by Rev. Kelly Carpenter, a UMC Elder and pastor, who has been trained by the conference to lead these 

conversations. Amy Johnson, District Administrator and General Conference Delegate, will also be attending. 

Dinner is at 5:30 and the conversation begins at 6:00. All are invited to listen and bring questions. If you would 

like to learn more about the General Conference, visit:   

www.umc.org/topics/general-conference-2019-special-session. 
 

Thank You:   Dear YUMC:  Thank you so much for the cards and donations that have been made in my 

mother's (Martha C. Bodford) memory. You all are very special to Tres and I. We miss you all very much. Your 

support at this time means so very much to us! 

Much love, 

Tres & Dawn Fordham 
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Those Serving You 
 

Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Pastor, pastor@yadkinvilleumc.org, 336-679-2243 

Dr. James Sheek, Choir Director, jamessheek@triad.rr.com 

Charlene Zachary, Pianist/Organist 

Bobbi Reavis, Church Office Administrative Assistant, bobbi@yadkinvilleumc.org 

 

204 West Main Street, PO Box 25, Yadkinville, NC  27055, Website: www.yadkinvilleumc.org,   

Church Office: 336-679-2243, Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays. 

 

Copies of the Grapevine are available in the Commons and it is on our website:  

www.yadkinvilleumc.org.  
 

News is due to mildredcarter@earthlink.net or 336-679-8034 by the 25th of each month. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Mission Statement:  Offering care and hope through living,   
learning, and loving God and each other. 


