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Newsletter April 2020 
 

Greetings Siblings in Christ,  
 

 There is no set of circumstances that makes canceling worship an easy or 

pleasant decision and it goes against every fiber of my being to do so. In the midst of 

the COVID-19 outbreak, there is also fear of contributing to fear and panic. Right 

now there is nothing we have to fear, and it is a time for caution and care (or as I 

have seen over and over again today “an overabundance of caution.”) Public health 

officials tell us that the most effective ways to mitigate the effects of COVID-19 are 

hand washing, disinfecting objects, and social distancing. I believe that God has 

called these officials for this time and work, and equipped them with knowledge and 

training beyond my own understanding. 

  The Gospel of Luke (Luke 5:17-26) tells us a story of a group who try to 

bring their paralyzed friend to Jesus for healing. The group comes to the house where 

Jesus is staying. Carrying their friend on a stretcher, they find the crowd around the 

house to be thick and cannot find a path through. This group climbs to the roof and literally tears a hole in it, so 

they can lower their friend to Jesus. Upon seeing the faith of the friends, Jesus heals the paralyzed man. From 

what I can tell, we are at a moment in time where our faith demands we rip the roof off of the house. To cancel 

in-person worship and practice social distancing is an act of faith that calls us beyond our comfort zones, in 

order to care for the most vulnerable in our congregation and community. As a community we have a 

responsibility to and for one other; especially the most vulnerable among us.  

For 81% of people who contract COVID-19 the symptoms are mild. Our greatest concern is for those 

who are considered high risk and preventing the spread of the disease through our community.  

 Ultimately we have faith in Christ and trust in God. There is no reason to live in fear, God is always 

with us, and this step is made out of concern and care for the most vulnerable in our community. We pray for 

God’s healing, and we know that  prayer calls us to action. As we pray for God’s healing and guidance, we 

submit ourselves to the best public health advice available trusting that God can and will use us even while we 

are physically separated.  

     Grace & Peace,  

      Pastor Jonathan 

 

 

 

 

Announcement:  Spirituality Lunch Club: We will meet via ZOOM starting after Easter to discuss the 

book Living in the Presence: Spiritual Exercises to Open Our Lives to the Awareness of God by 

Tilden Edwards. The book walks through different spiritual practices and provides questions for reflection and 

exercises to experience the practices themselves. You can purchase the book from Amazon. If you are interested 

please let Pastor Jonathan know.  

https://www.amazon.com/Living-Presence-Spiritual-Exercises-Awareness/dp/0060621273/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2O0EF5QZ5I8D6&dchild=1&keywords=living+in+the+presence+tilden+edwards&qid=1584984211&sprefix=living+in+the+presence%2Caps%2C150&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Presence-Spiritual-Exercises-Awareness/dp/0060621273/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2O0EF5QZ5I8D6&dchild=1&keywords=living+in+the+presence+tilden+edwards&qid=1584984211&sprefix=living+in+the+presence%2Caps%2C150&sr=8-1
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Prayer Concerns 

Church Family  
James Roseberry, Patty Choplin, Dustin Spencer, Wade & Barbara White, Rachel Brandon, 

Donna Bowman, Royce & Patti Ragan, Edith Davis, Dot Gish, Barbara Stephenson, Mary 

Reavis, Tony Macemore, Gerald Messer, Kenneth Baity, Betty Boyette, Ginny Taylor, 

Gerri Reynolds, Kim Harrison, Paul Williams, Dylan Spry, and Hope Cole's family. 

 

Friends and Family 

Albert Brown, Jacob Shore, Marilyn Snow, Eidson Mulling, Wanda Burger, John Wooten, 

Brenda Baird, Avery Rayit, Julie Dalton, Dean Richardson, Larry and Terry Hutchens, Lois Cheek, Janie 

Helton, Mary Ann Allen, Carol Roberts, Tony Casstevens, Danny Culpepper, Emma Swaim, Rev. Mike Bailey, 

Tom Alston, Danny Culpepper, and Clara Biswas (missionary). 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2020, Easter Sunday:  We will be placing flowers on the 

cross early Easter Sunday morning. Thanks to Karen Bricker for suggesting this. Please go as 

individuals or families and obey social distancing guidelines to keep each other safe. The 

cross will be a witness to our community that Christ has risen! 

  

 

United Methodist Women: Due to the Coronavirus, the following meetings and 

activities have been cancelled or postponed: 

 The April 1st  Lenten Meal -   I would just like to thank all who were willing to make soup, sandwiches, 

and desserts.   

 The Lenten Service can be viewed on Facebook or by phone. 

 The Gathering on April 21st.   

Praying is better than Complaining right now, STAY HOME and STAY SAFE!!!!! 

 

Peace and Love,  

Sandy Steele, UMW President  

 

 

Trustees:  Chair cleaning has been delayed and a new day with will be announced as soon as possible. 

Work days at the Church and Parsonage are also on hold for the next few weeks.  

 The thermostats have been turned off or down to save on electricity. If you have an event planned, let 

Steve or Virgil know so adjustments can be made.  

 Our water bill for the last month was very high. Please make sure no water is left running or toilets are 

stopping.  

 We will be putting up the fence at the Parsonage soon. Thanks for all the donations.  

 If you know of anyone in our Church Family that needs help, please let a Trustee know.  

 

Virgil Dodson, Chairperson 
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 The new sign in the city of Yadkinville does not point to the public safety 

shelter. This sign signifies a hearing induction loop in the facility for people with 

a hearing impairment and hearing aids. The Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) ensures public buildings are to be equally accessible to everyone 

including those with hearing loss.  

 These loop systems are connected to audio sources like microphones, 

televisions, and AV systems. Then they transmit a wireless inaudible signal that 

is received only by hearing aids. This signal is amplified by the properly 

programmed hearing aids and allows the listener to clearly hear the transmitted voices or music without having 

the mumble or the rumble of the sound system. This is accomplished without increasing the volume in the 

sound system that could disturb other listeners.  

 These signs may be seen in churches, schoolrooms, public conference rooms, and theaters. Many public 

facilities in St. Paul, Minnesota have looped ADA approved systems. This includes rooms in the International 

airport, in the police stations, numerous churches, libraries, and the Mayo Clinic.  

George Bissette 

 

 

 

Reflection from Connie Randleman: In this time of in-activity that many of us are facing, it's a 

good time to reflect on the many things we may have taken for granted.  Eating out, exercising at the "Y", 

seeing family and friends, and enjoying community activities are just a few. 

       I'm also thankful that Jonathan has been busy as our shepherd leading our church family in worship and 

prayer.  We are thankful also for Mildred Carter whose emails and church newsletter keep us connected.  

       Having a church family during these trying times is a wonderful blessing. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Marty Driver: 
What if you thought of it as the Jews consider the Sabbath — 

the most sacred of times? 
Cease from travel.  Cease from buying and selling. 
Give up, just for now, on trying to make the world 

different than it is. 
Sing. Pray. Touch only those to whom you commit your life. 

Center down.  And when your body has become still, reach out with your heart. 
Know that we are connected in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 

(You could hardly deny it now.) 
Know that our lives are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 
Do not reach out your hands.  Reach out your heart. 

Reach out your words.  Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 
Promise this world your love —for better or for worse, in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live.   
Written by Lynn Ungar 3/11/20 
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Those Serving You 
 

Rev. Jonathan Gaylord, Pastor, pastor@yadkinvilleumc.org, 336-679-2243 

Dr. James Sheek, Choir Director, jamessheek@triad.rr.com 

Charlene Zachary, Pianist/Organist 

Bobbi Reavis, Church Office Administrator Assistant, bobbi@yadkinvilleumc.org 

 

204 West Main Street, PO Box 25, Yadkinville, NC  27055, Website: www.yadkinvilleumc.org,   

Church Office: 336-679-2243, Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Closed on Fridays. 

 

Copies of the Newsletter are available in the Commons and it is on our website:  

www.yadkinvilleumc.org.  
 

News is due to mildredcarter@earthlink.net or 336-679-8034 by the 25th of each month. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Statement:  Offering care and hope through living,   
learning, and loving God and each other. 


