Follow Jesus #3
Verses: Joshua 5-8
Story: Achan and the Battles of Jericho and Ai
Main Points:
•

What do I want my kids to know? I can follow Jesus and He wants the best for me!

•

What do I want my kids to do? Do what Jesus asks them to do

•

What do I want my kids to feel? Excited

Verse: “If anyone wishes to follow Me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and
follow Me…” Luke 9:23
INTRODUCTION
•

Introduction question: Have you ever tried to hide something you did?

•

Introduction Activity:
o Ahead of time, hide something in your house and have your kids try to find it. If
you have a Where’s Waldo book or a Find and Seek book, you could read one of
those to start the lesson.
o In today’s story we are going to learn about someone who tried to hide something.
He was not playing a game. He hid something because he had stolen it. He
thought no one would ever find it. He even thought that God would never find it!

STORY
•

Jesus Connection
•

Achan was just one person, but his sin caused great trouble for all the Israelites.
Similarly, when Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden, sin entered human history and
became a problem for all of us. But there is good news found in another man. This
perfect man, Jesus Christ, died to pay the penalty for all our sin. And His death made
the way for us to be forgiven and
to have eternal life.

CRAFTS
•

Tent Craft
o

Use construction paper, a

paper towel, cloth, or even crayons to make a tent.
o

You can also make a blanket tent to play in

ACTIVITIES AND GAMES (Pick one, two, or all!)
•

•

Who Has It?
o

Pick an object and have everyone sit in a circle or close together. Choose one
person to be the “guesser.” The guesser will close his or her eyes while the others
will pass the object around. You can sing a song or count down from ten and then
have the guesser open his or her eyes. The guesser then tries to guess who has the
item. They can keep guessing until they find the item.

o

Talk about how Achan did not think anyone would find out about what he had
taken. Share about how we value telling the truth even when it’s hard.

Simon Says
o

•

Talk about how we can listen closely for commands and want to make sure that
they are from Simon! Share that we want to listen to God’s voice—talk about
how God’s voice is comforting, kind, gentle, etc.

Hide and Seek
o Play hide and seek together. Talk about how it can be fun to hide in a game but
that we do not want to hide from God.

•

Wait, Wait, Go!
o Play like duck, duck, grey duck but change the words to wait, wait, go! Talk
about how we want to wait when God says wait and go when He says go.

•

Sensory Bin
o Hide some items in a sensory bin and have the kids dig them out. You could use
sand, rice, paper, noodles, water beads, or anything else that might be fun for your
kids to dig into to find items.

•

Card Game
o Use a deck of cards and pick a number. Have the kids go through and find all the
cards of that number. Talk about how we can follow directions. Remind them
about how Achan had been told to leave the items there but he chose to take them.
Explain that this would be similar to if they took more cards than you told them to
take.

•

Heavy Load
o Pretend like you are going on a trip to a specific destination and decide what types
of items you would need to pack. Have each child pick up the bag and see how it
feels. Then add some extra items that do not relate to your destination (i.e. snow
pants for the beach). Talk about how God sometimes asks us to pick up or leave
behind things in our life to prepare us for the next season. Sometimes we need to
forgive or give up something specific so that we are ready for what God has for
us.

SNACK
•

Graham Crackers and Frosting
o Use the graham crackers and the frosting to make tents
like Achan had. You could add a piece of fruit or candy
to put inside the tent.

STORY QUESTIONS
1.
2.
3.
4.

Did the Israelites follow God’s directions when going around the walls of Jericho? Yes
Who did not follow God’s directions once the walls came down? Achan
What happened at the battle of Ai? The Israelites ran away and some were killed
God told Joshua that someone had disobeyed—what happened next? Joshua called all the
people together and found out that Achan had taken the things
5. When we receive directions from God, what can we do? Follow them
6. What are some reasons God gives us directions? To keep us safe, to help us spread His word,
to help others, to show love, etc.
7. What are some directions you have been given?

