
Session 1: Discovery 
 
DISCUSS 
1. Where was Christopher Columbus from?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What role did Genghis Khan play in connecting the Far East and the West?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. What was the trade route called between Europe and the Far East?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Kublai Kahn, the grandson of Genghis Kahn, met with what explorer and author whose writings 

later influenced Christopher Columbus?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. What requests were made of Kublai Khan to the Pope?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. The request from Khan to the Pope gave an opportunity to carry out a particular Christian 

principal. What was it?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. By the time the request reached Europe there was a new pope in charge and an uprising along 

the regions of the Silk Road. What group of people prevented trade from Europe and the 
evangelizing of Asia?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. Paolo Toscanelli, using geography, cosmology, and mathematics had figured that China was 

able to be reached by sailing West. Toscanelli’s map and Marco Polo’s book had inspired 
Christopher Columbus to sale to China via another route but who did he give credit for the 
vision?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 



9. Columbus needed money and permission to travel to discover new lands but he was met with 
negativity and opposition for nearly twenty years. After years of rejection he needed a miracle 
so where did he seek help?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
10. One of the three boats was named the Santa Maria. Why did Columbus name the boat this?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
11. Another explorer who was commissioned by the King and Queen of Spain to further investigate 

what Columbus had found was convinced that this land was not the Asian coast but new and 
uncharted land. Who was this explorer and what land did he find?  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
12. How did Martin Waldseemüller come to name this new land America?  

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


