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Twenty times in the New Testament, Jesus Christ issued a compelling and challenging invitation: 

"Follow Me." Jesus is not interested in mere fans. He doesn't want enthusiastic admirers. He wants 

completely committed followers. This series examines what it means to deny one's self and truly 

follow Jesus. 

 

Answer before watching this week’s episode 

 

1. Before we begin, I would like to ask if anyone here is a procrastinator? If so, have you 

finished anything that you were procrastinating on? How did it feel to finally get it done? 

             

             

             

              

 

Devotional Thought  

 

Usually, when we procrastinate, it is because we believe that there will be enough time tomorrow 

to deal with whatever we are putting off. I recently saw a shirt that said, “If I say I’m going to do 

it, I will do it. There is no need to remind me every six months.” Obviously, this was just sarcasm. 

However, this attitude often effects our personal life as well. Is there a friend or family member 

that you have been putting off reconciling with because you keep telling yourself, “I will do it 

tomorrow?” When tomorrow comes, do you find yourself saying the same thing again and again? 

We make excuses to do it tomorrow because we tell ourselves that we will have tomorrow. 1 Do 

not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring (Proverbs 27:1 ESV). 

We are not promised tomorrow, which is why we shouldn’t procrastinate when it comes to our 

relationship with Jesus either.     

 

Answer after watching episode 

 

2. In this week’s episode we get a glimpse into Eric’s relationship with his dad, Bill. It 

appears that Bill knows the scriptures and can easily quote some of them. How is it then 

that someone like Bill can know the scriptures yet appear to be unaware of the love, 

mercy, and grace of Jesus?          

             

             

              

 

3. Why do so many people like Bill think that they are morally superior and it is okay to be 

so harsh and judgmental towards others?        

             

             

              

 

4. Have you ever met someone who was this way? What was your reaction?    
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5. What is the best course of action against someone like Bill?      

             

             

              

 

Bill quotes a few scriptures. Let’s look at those he quoted and examine the context of the scripture 

and how he used them.  

 

6. Turn in your Bible to 1 Timothy 5:1-8. First, read the scripture a couple of times. Now 

that you have read it a couple of times, what is the context of this scripture he quoted? In 

this context was Eric providing for his family?       

             

             

              

 

7. Turn in your Bible to Luke 12:35-48. First, read the scripture a couple of times. Now that 

you have read it a couple of times, what is the context of this scripture he quoted? In this 

context was Eric being a good steward of what he was given? How was Eric before and 

after his heart attack in this regard?         

             

             

              

 

8. Turn in your Bible to 1 Corinthians 15 and read the whole chapter to understand the 

context of what Paul was discussing. Now that you have read it, what is the context of this 

scripture he quoted? In this context was Bill being self-righteous? Explain.   

             

             

              

 

9. Turn in your Bible to Matthew 23:1-12. First, read the scripture a couple of times. Now 

that you have read it notice that Jesus was addressing the crowd and the disciples. What 

do you think Jesus was trying to say to these people about the Pharisees?    

             

             

              

 

10. Now read what Jesus said to the Pharisees in the rest of Matthew 23:13-39. Why do you 

think Jesus was being harsh on the Pharisees?       

             

             

              

 

11. Eric got upset with his dad for what he said to his sister about her miscarriage. That 

maybe somehow it was because of some sin she had in her life? Is it ever okay to get upset 

with someone who is self-righteous? Explain.        
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12. What would say is at the center of the Christian faith? Is it religious traditions? Is it just 

religious rules? Is it a relationship with Jesus? Is it something else?     

             

             

               

 

Devotional Thought 

 

Near the beginning of the video (At the 1:00 minute mark) Bill is listening to a gospel station and 

there is a song that is playing and the lyrics go like this, “Give me that old time religion. Give me 

that old time religion. Give me that old time religion, it’s good enough for me.” “It makes me love 

everybody. It makes me love everybody. It makes me love…” Bill turns off the radio and he 

doesn’t act like he is enjoying it very much. Maybe its because he has that old-time religion. Don’t 

get me wrong, I’m not talking about the generations of dedicated Christian servants who have 

influenced our lives and churches for years. I’m not talking about those great Christian leaders and 

song writers who vigorously preached the gospel, so that many would come to know Christ as 

Savior. I’m talking about the dead life that people live while serving religion. Jesus condemned 

the Pharisees, as we discussed in the scripture of Matthew 23, because they had a relationship with 

old-time religion and traditions instead of a relationship with Him. I believe the writers had great 

intentions with the lyrical content of the song but in reality, when we strive for just religion we 

will be left wanting and we will have a very tough time trying to “love everybody” like the 

Pharisees and like Bill. Is it religion or a relationship with Jesus that “Makes us want to love 

everybody” as the song says? I say that religion isn’t good enough for me but a relationship with 

Jesus “Is good enough for me.”  

 

Reflection Questions  

 

13. What is the greatest emotion that you feel most when following Jesus? Do you feel guilty, 

fear, joy, love, frustration or anything else? Are these feelings relative to your 

relationship with Jesus or just because you think you have to follow rules or traditions?  

             

             

             

              

 

14. Do you pursue Jesus more than anything else? If not, what are you going to do about it? 

             

             

             

              

 

Something To Think About 

 

Near the end of the video, Kyle mentions that while he was speaking in Texas, a big man with a 

big belt buckle approached him. The man began to explain that his daughter has walked away from 

Jesus and that he knew why. He said, “We raised her in church but we didn’t raise her in Christ.” 

Think about that this week and really try to understand the magnitude of that remarkable realization 

not only in your own life but in the life of your church.   

 

 


